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A Brief Account of the late Reverend 
Mr. FRANCIS CROW, 
Author of the enſuing Treatiſe. 


kT T has been a Cufom (T cannet ſay whe- 
8B ther more Taudable or Ancient) to tranſ= 
= mir to Poſterity ſome Account of the 

Pu Lives of ſuch perſons as have been emt- 
nently Great or Good, Our Piety towards our 
deceaſed Friends ought not te terminate at their 
Graves. How fond are we':even of the Pi- 
ctures of thoſe who either by reaſon of their Al- 
liance to us, or their invulgar merit, claim a 
large ſhare in our Efeem and Aﬀettions? Alas, 
theſe can but faintly repreſent the Lineaments of 
their outward Pizage ; but Biography expreſ- 
ſes their better and more noble parts. Many of 
the Hero's of Antiquity had been bury-d in Ob- 
ſcurity, 45 well as covered with DuSt, were 
ze not beholding to the Pen of a;Plutarch, or 
a Cornelius Nepos, who (by letting ws know 
what in them was worthy of our 1mitation } 
haue reſewd their Memories from Oblivion, 
and crown'd their Names with Immortality. 
{ is the priviledoe'of the Righteous, that they 
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ſhall be had in everlaſting Remembrance. 
And ſuch a one, TI think, 1 may wenture to 
call Mr Crow ; For if a holy exemplary Life, 
and a no leſs Pious and Inſtrutting Concluſion of 
it, can (juſtly) confer that Charatter upon any 
Man, certainly it was his que. 

It was not my happineſs to be acquainted with 
him in his Adole)cency, the paucity of my own 
years prohibited that ; therefore this brief Ac- 
count of what 1 obſer: d of that bleſſed man has 
its Scene laid much later, and only comprehends 
a ſhort Tratt of Time, But in that (as in a 
curious piece of Miniature) we have (in /ome 
meaſure) a proſpect of the reſt. T ſhall conſider 
him in two Capacitzes, as a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, and as a private Chriſtian ; I both 
which reſpets his Eminency was conſpicuous to. 
all judicious and obſerving Spettators, that either 
fate under his Miniſtry,or were admitted to any 
Intimacy of Acquaintance with him, As for 
thoſe Gifts and Abiluies that were more imme- 
diately requiſite to qualifie him for hzs Honour- 
able and Important FunQion. they were ſuch, 
and ſo many, as..very rarely unite and center in 
any one Man His Judgment was great , 
his Fancy rich, his Memory retentive, and hzs 
Eloeution correſpondent, | 

The Hebrew and Greek are the Two Spe- 
Qacles (not to” ſay Eyes) of a Divine; be- 
cauſe the Holy Scriptures were written originally 

in 


4a 
zn thoſe Cryptick Languages, And mm both of 
theſe hzs skill was ſuch as others may ſooner ad- 
mire than imitate. 

1 my ſelf have ſeen among his Manu- 
{ſcripts (which were full 25 excellent 25 numes= 
rous) a judicious ColleFion of moſt of the Ety= 
mologies, or Dertvations of the Hebrew words 
us'd in the Old Teſtament. A work of great 
Induſtry and Uſetulneſs, eSpectally to ſuch 
a5 labour in the Lord's Vineyard. Nor was 
he meanly vers'd in the copious Delicacies of the 
Noble Greek Tongue. Jt was one of hzs leat- 
ned Recreations (as ined I knew of none 0- 
thers that he usd) to profound Dueſtions to 
young Scholars that came to wiſtt him, concerning 
the meaning of ſome difficult Greek words,and 
after they had given their ſenſe of them, he 
would (with a grave ſweetneſs peculiar to him- 
ſelf ) charm their Ears with a Learned Diſcourſe 
of the Depths, and Myſteries that he had 0b- 
ſeru'd in them. Indeed, I know but. few that 
may be reckon'd his Equals in Sacred Philo- 

OBy. 

His preaching, the proper work Td ey. 
of a Miniſter, was ſufficient to de- 
mon$rate what a concurrence there w.75 of the 
Duvine Bleſſing with bzs Sedulous Endea- 
vours. He did not (as too many do) ſtarve 
the Souls of hrs Hearers with Empty Notions 
and Flaſhy Conceits __ can have no further 
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tendency than a barren unimprovable Speculatz- 
0], but what hedeliver'd was both ſerious and 
ſolid, weighty Matter coucht in apt Expreſſuns, 
For be did not ſtudiouſly affect a lofty. unintel- 
ligible Jargon, which ſome Men are apt to 
mſcall Rhetorick ; But only conforn'd himſelf 
to ſuch a modeſt decency of Stale, as was ſuffici- 
ent to preſerve him from the contempt of thoſe 
who ( principally | regard the Form (nt the 
Subſtance) of a Sermon. And no wouder if 
fuch a Mini try had uts Seals. J1 ſuppoſe many 
a poor Soul, in and about Clare, may (upon hzs 
account) uſe the Language of Auguſtine to 
God, upon his going to Millain to hear Am- 
> broſe preach ; [ come not 
Nonad illum ut ad 4, hin 2s to an Inſtructor ; 


Docorem ven1,per re J | . 
en:m ducebar neſciue, Thou br oughteſt me to him 


ur ad te per illum {ci- 7gnorantly, that he might 
ens aducerer. Poſſid,in bring tie to thee know- 
vita D. Auguſt, inoly. 
A moſt ſingular Dexterity had he in expound- 
ng Obſcure and Difficult Texts of Scripture, 
He was (in thzs reſpect) 
Zophnath Paaneah J;þe Joſeph, o revealer of 
Ns © wguoTav Wor hidden things. And this 
Oh was (to hrs great honour ) 
remark'd by a Worthy Miniſter that preach'd 
his Funeral Sermon, 
Hrs Catechiſing of Children (and ſome of 
Riper Years) was ſo wel intended. ano ſuc* 
| ce /fully 


EF1 
ceſfully proſecuted by him, that, tho T ſhould Be 
filent, many of thoſe who have been educated at 
the Feet of this ſo great a Dottor of the Divine 
Law, are yet alive to trumpet forth hzs praiſe. 
And bis Memory wall even for thts be pretious to 
ſucceeding Generations. 

But hitherto 1 have ſpoken of him as an Em- 
baſſador of Jeſus Chriit, 25 a Workman'that 
needed not be aſhamed % And tho much more 
might be truly ſaid of him a5 ſuch, yet it no 
ways comporting with my preſent Deſign, I jhall 
ave that, and deſcend to the other part of bzs 
Charafter, which zs to conſider him as a Pri- 
vate Chriſtian. 

But before I make any progreſs in that, I 
judoe it conventent (in two or 'hree Lines to pre- 
miſe, that his Life aud DoCtrine were exattly 
parallel ; and what was ſaid of Origen may 
C with no leſs reaſon) be ap- Quemadmodum 
ply'd to him, As he liy/d, ſo vixir, ficdocurt, & 
he taught ;and as he taught, quemadmodum do- 
fo be liv'd cult, fic v1xit, 

Hes ſincere Piety, and real Holineſs deſerves 
particularly to be taken notice of. Thzs alone 7s 
capable of repairing the defefts of our Nature, 
contrafFed by Adam's Fall. 

And it zs nothing elſe but an i ©woebaux {- 
imitation of the Divine Na- $1 Fic Þb5e- 
tire of God. And how cloſe- <5 wAuT I,Gregs 
ly d:4 be walk with bis Cre- Nsſſen. _ 
A 4 ator 2 


: 7 1 
ator ? Could the Walls of hzs Study ſpeak, they 


would tell you how often he was upon hts knees, 
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ſecretly worſhipping of and 
praying to him, Prayer 
zs an Elevation of the mind 
to God. An Invocation of 
the AdorableTrimty.With- 
out this Preparative all our 
Studies and Enideavours 
wil turn to little Effet. 

For the Diwine Aſſiſtance 
7s abſolutely neceſſary to all 
Humane Undertakings } 
This, Mr .Crow well un- 
derſtood, and often water'd 


with his Tears private:hat Heavenly Seed 
he Fad been ſowing tn pablick. 
Nor lefs careful was be to preſerve the Wor- 


ſhip of God in hs Fa 


amily ; And when engag'd 


in that Sacred Duty, he behav'd himſelf like one 
that bad an awful Reverence of that Tremen- 
dous Majelty, 7 in whoſe Preſence he appear 'd. 
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And his manner of expreſ- 
ſing himſelf was Patheri- 
cal and Aﬀecting. He 
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neſs to make ſo very neceſ- 
fary a part of God's Wor- 


fhip Tookt upon as Burdenſome. 
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A great concern did he expreſs for the eter 
nal Welfare of all thoſe that lis/d under his 
Roof ; inſtrudting his Son, according to his 
Young Capacity, and his Servants as be had 
Opportunity, | 

His Language and his Aftions were ſo many 
T elures of Vertue and Chriſtianity. And 
they mu be bad wideed that did not come from 
him Wiſer or Better than they went to him. E-X- 
amples are more prevalent than Precepts. Man 
75(as Jamblicus obſerves) 


of all Creatures, the moſt TOV TOTO! Wh 
prone 10 Imatation. Ar line. 

And 'tis LaQtantius's 2 
Advice, If you cannot con- OY! Frecipientem ſe- 


. _  quinon pores, ſequere 
form your ſelf to Rules,en- }ecedemern. iftit. 


deavour to eye thoſe that lib, 4. cap. 14. 

take the beſt Courſes. Now J n hoc homine nun- 
tho I dare not ſay of Mr, Jam peccayit Ada- 
Crow as the Papiſts(falſ» "T 

ly ) did of Bonaventure, That Adam never 
fnn'd in him; yet 1 may venture to declare, That 
the greater part of his Converſation ſeen'd to be a 
lively Comment upon the Holy Writ, 

And as he was a conſcientious Obſerver of his 
Duty to God, ſo be ſtill took | 
care to be juſt and equal to- T1yc.iTeg 10 Jti- 
wards Man,as all that pro- ov, u8 <vyv& os, 


/els Chriſtianity ought to Phjl, jud. 
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F;xov, Epictet,Sto- Giving, and Forgiving 
ict diff uns Injuries. was very exten- 


Non eſt minus malum five. His Natural Tem- 


rexrre injuriam,quam per, Geniws and Diſpoſition 
ovamadig, uk | tender and ſympathi- 
ng ſing. But it was much im- 
enwapncd, OY trov d by bis being ſo long 
pra * educated (and fo good a 


Proficient)in the School of Chrilt, The bleſ- 


fins of him that was ready to periſh came upon 


bim, and he made the Widows hearc ſing for joy. 
The next iliuſtrious fruit of Regeneration that 
1 ſhall take netice of in hims was his fingular 
Humility, and mean extenuating thoughts of 
his own worth. For, notwithitandiny his be- 
ing ſo great a Scholar, ſo good a Preacher, and 
| fo eminently ſerviceable to 
12h Þerefy res the Church of God, he was 
$1 Þ201819+ not tempted to think better 
of himſelf than be ought, 
Tho he delzghted to communicate his Notions to 
fome particular Friends ( whoſe Advantage he 
was ſolicitous for) yet he was content to court 
W ifdom 21 private, and to enjoy Light inthe 
Park. And helabour'd as much not to ſeem e- 
minent as realy to be ſo. Fer as that glorious 
Source of Lizit, the Sun is then ſloweſt of moe 
tion, when higneſt in the Znd1ak, fo the Vertue 
of Humility generally accompanies men of the 
£ Fea- 


His Charity, both in 
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oreateſt merit. And this ex1raordinary modeſty of 
his brought it to paſs, that as the World was not 
worthy of him ſo neither did it know his 1f/o/1h. 
From this ſo rare a principle, he did in the | al- 
Pit uſe plain and Familiar = 

Words, that his Country Cordes eo ToS 
Hearers might the better «io ud 0:;5:000 
comprehend his Drift. Tho 6 ye y 
Fill he was as jar diſtant Mallem nt me repre- 
from vulgar meanneſs, as hendanr Grammacicy, 
from elaborate Periods, And WI OH m_ 
hence (1 conceive) it was, SO nt ID 
that he did not much affet a popular way of 
preaching ; which often capttvates the Aﬀeti- 
ons, but ſeldom reaches the Heart, He dejir'd 
not to advance himſelf in the Eſteem of any , 
but to preach up Jeſus Chriſt and wn crucifi'd. 
Indeed in this looſe and degenerate Age we have 
too many among H us, who ( out of an unreaſon- 
able and immoderate defire of Applauſe, or ſome 
other Temporal Emoluments) do trick up diſ- 
courſes with great art and care ; but with ne 0- 
ther deſign or intention than to be had in Admi- 
ration of thoſe to -hom they preach. Net conſi- 
dering that if their reward were only in this 
Life, they were of all men moſt miſerable. 

Of ſuch Methodius (a | 

very ancient FPriter) ele. Tv d\S8T1&)\ oy 
gantly complains. The Do- $18 Tg% Ge\U5ov 
&ors-(fays he) mo longer cup h@geloy he 
re- 
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zegarding an honeſt, plain 
and ſound way of teaching, 
begin [now] to endeavour 
to pleaſe, and to be favours 
ably recers'd by their Au- 
ditors, juſt a5 Sophiſters are 
wont to do, who reckon their 
Labours well rewarded by 
their Auditors applauding 
therrlearning, ſelling them- 
ſelves at this (9 cheap a 
rate. For as for the An- 
cients, their Expreſſns 
were always very brief, their 
Ambition in thoſe days be- 
ng not to pleaſe, but to 
profit their Hearers. 


His unwillingneſs to let his Friend's Faults 


paſs unreprov/d, deſerves a very great Encomum. 
He was a mighty lover of 
Freedom of Speeck,and 
would be ſure to uſe it to 
thoſe that had the greateſt ſhare in his Afﬀecti- 
ens, if be had any good Reaſons to conclude that 
they needed an Admonition. But his Reproofs 
were always tempered wih that Moderation,Gra- 
vity, \weetneſs. Compaſſion to the Soul, and care- 
fulneſs of the Reputation,as rather tended to en- 
gage the Aﬀettions, than exaſperate thePaſſions of 
thoſe whom he took in hand, 
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His Induſtry and Diligence were incred:- 
ble ; but the delight he took in his Intelleual 
Improvements, made ſufficient amends for the 
tains he mas at to attain them. The Arabians 
have a Proverb, | hat the | 
Riches of the Under- Diiſſime ſun intel- 
ſtanding are moſt rich, _ divine. 3 Pto. 
To be ſure the Merchan- *© * 
dize of Wiſdom is letter than the Merchan- 


dize of Silver, and the Gain thereof than fine 


Gold. Tobe Owner of this ineſtmable Trea- 
ſure did Mr, Crow (nt unſucceſsfully ) mace- 


rate his Body, by a ſevere courſe of Study, 
The fruit and effet of it 


was that he did obtaina Nihil fine magnola- 


g00d Underſtanding in _— _ tr1buit 
all chings. This . through Iv (7 

the bleſſmng of him that is 

the Author and Giver of all 66996 ptf, 2 Tim, 
true Wiſdom render'd him 2 CIP. Is, Vere 

fo skilfu! rightly to di- 

yide the word of truth. The Goſpel is (indeed) 
diſpensd to us in Earthen Veſlels,or Vile Oy- 
ſter- ſhels, as the Ortginal 

word ſignifies. But fill God «y 056 gunirore ouede 
bas all along put a remarka- «61 , 2 Cur. cap. 4. 
ble difference betwixt theſe, ver. 7. 

And fome by being diligent | 

to accom: liſh themſel»yes for their Maſter's Work, 
are (thereby) render'd much more capable of doing 
are (Hereoy Tet Ts. 
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wind 


bim ſervice than others are.' And ſuch a one (ce; 
tainly was he. He bas left but fewEquals; think, 
ſearce anySuper tors. ThisPains taking of hishe 


would hardly be perſwaded to intermit,even when 
the crafie infirm ſtat? of bis badly (which began to 
eve place to the impetuors Aſſaults of Old Age) 


feem'd torequire it at Ins hands, But was reſold 


(Taper-like) to give the 
weerc I oi greateſt blaze at his De- 
T% T6\Ag. Jifxoe- Parturce That Good Old 
nou os. Way he hid fo 019 walkt 
Di&um Solonis. Seneſ= in (with a mo incxpreſſt- 
co,non Segneſco. He- * ble ſatisfaction) he would 
lus, Agha. not new leave, tho be was 
going to a place where all know'edge comes by 
Intuition, 

TheObjeR of his Studies, 7 muſt confeſs, 
was always Noble and Excell:nt, *Twas not 
a Trival, Frothy Book, (tho adorn'd with never 
ſo many gardy Trappings of Rhetorick and 
Languag:) that could induce him to ſpend a 
quarter of a hour about it. No, it muſt be ſome- 
what truly maſculine, 'and 
edrfying that h? judge'd 0Qaow $10 
worth his conſideration, 1 ThN VT 6d Co) 
0Uporr Dog To @cſyog EXC 70 wed" utsg! —M 
Ta Kill THS Hucleo g's SUXNGS 155 Wes TX TH Þv- 
od aregio) ame wdvral, Al Meraph lib. 11. cap. r, 

Nevertheleſs, what he had acquird with ſs 
great expence of Time and Spirits, he as freely 
COm- 
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rt5 1 
communicated to young inquiſitive Learners.zni- 
zating therein the glorious Jehovah, one of 
whoſe Attributes zs Omni'cience, a»d whoſe 
great delight zs to convey Knowledge and Fap- 
pineſs to hzs poor creatures. And thes I mention 
(not only to iHuſtrate hrs Excellent Liſpolitt- 
on. but alſo) in teſtimony 
of my own Gratitude, ha- 
ving often had the Happi- 
neſs to partake of ſuch Ad- 
wantages. 

Yet did not that vaſt variety of Learnins 
be had made himſelf Maſter of, cauſe him (in the 
leaſt) to neglett his T heological Studies, as it 
did with Funcius, that ceiebrated Chronologer ; 
who might have liv d longer as a Divine, but 
dy'd a Prince's Counſe]- 
lour. But he ſtill Hrenu- 
ouſly apply'd himſelf to the 
Work of the Miniſtry, as 
his chief buſineſs ; uſing 


Ingenuum eſt, fateri 
per quos profecert- 
mus. Plin. 


Diſce, meo Exem- 
plo, mandato munere 
fungi; & Fuge (teu 
peſtem) THv ToAv- 


#4 # 111931) - 
the other's only AS A by- es 
work. Tg, y9. 

To ſum up hrs Chara- Vir bonus cit fierl, 


&er 2n one word : He was 
a Laborious Student, a 
Great Scholar, an Able 
Miniſter, a Kind Hus- 


nec intelligi poreſt ; 
Nam, ille (alter ran- 
quam foriafle Phenix} 
in anno quingenteſt- 
mo nalcitur, Sen?c. 


band. a Tender Father, a Faithful Friend, 
a Good Maſter, a Uſeful Neighbour ;- aad 
(which crowns all)a Real Chriſtian. The 


C14] ; 
The Diſtemper that depriv'd the Church . 

of fo great a Light, (and us of a vigilant Pa- 
or) as the Stone: He had often been trou- 
bled witbit before ; but God's Bleſſing upon the 
Phyſician's Art, had (as often) given him eaſe. 
But now hrs decreed time was come,and his Di- 


' vine Maſter would no longer ſpare him out of 


bis Heavenly Kingdom. Both his Ulretcrs were 
ſtopr, which (of courſe) impeded Nature 1 her 
regular motions, Yet can it nt be ſaid, thet any 
beard him uſing unbecoming Languaze, wr char- 
ging God fooliſhly. Hes pa- 
tience was very extraordr- 
narygand no leſs exemplary, 
As he found his End dramw- 
ig nigh,he addreſt himſclf 
to leave this World, with the ſame ſerenity and 
compoſure of mind as he had 
many times done upon going 
a Journey from home, ta- 
king a ſolemn leave of ſuch 
of his Congregation as came 
to pay their Ia reſpes to him, Soon after thzs, 
ſeleffing ſome pariicular Friends to tarry mth 
his mournful and diſconſolate Widow, and to 
behold the laſt aft of his 
Life,be (without any great 
Conflitf or Agony) ſurren- 
dred up his Spirit znto the 
bands of bis faithful Crea- 
y ivr Fl 


 Licet pereat Szcu- 
lum nihil moror, fi lu- 
crifaciam patientiam. 
Cyp. de Parien, 


Mors 11s ſolum terri- 
bilis eft, quorum cum 
Vira extinguuntzr oOm- 
nia, Cc. 


Et nunc\quah jam 
mundo ſeneſcente,Re- 
rum,atgq,Hominum,de- 
crementa ſunt, Aul.Gel, 
Not, Attic.lib,3.cap.lo 


that bleſſed place of Reſt 
and Glory, where he ſhall 
never bnov Sin or Sorrow 


- more, and where all Tears 


will be wiped from his Eyes, 
Tcan hardly with any Mo- 


C15 3 


- | ror. He zs now enter" d into - 
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lam? Juſtoram. 


deration, refledt uron the greatneſs of our loſs; 
but am ready to uſe the Language of Balilius 
Amberbachius, when he heard of the Death of 


the incomparable The 0- 
dorus Zuingerus ; Tt 
grieves me (lays he) to 
live after ſo extraordinary 
a man, whoſe [.carning 
was very gear, yet bus 
ſmall, if compar'd with 


ba Piety. 


Piger me vivere poft 


rancum Virum, -cujus 
magna fuir Do@rina, 
ſed exigua,ft cum Pi- 
etate conferarur. Mel- 


chior.Adam.Vit.Germ., 
Medic. P« 394 


When Elyah was tranſlated, Eliſha cryed 


thereof. That is (25 the 
Chaldce Paraphrat ex- 
pounds it, ) Thou who more 
helped} Iſrael with thy 


i Prayers, than all the Cha- 


riots, or Varlike Supplies 


' out, My Father, my Father, the Chariot of 
' ſfrael,andtheHorſemen 


Y-8*\\J3\ 325 currus 
Iſrael, 2 Reg. 2. cap. 
I. V. 

Tu, qut plus Juya- 
bas Iſraclem precibus 
quim Currus falcati, 
& Equites, Vatrab. in 
loc. 


that ſhe had belonging to her, 
The Righteous are taken away from the evil 


| focome, And their Death is a Jad preſage of 


approaching 


[16 ] 

approaching Calamittes. Ax 
QuumLuminaria patl- {irologers ſay, When the 
uncurEchipting malum 1 A marics areeclips d it 

omen eſt mundo. aſ- 
ſendi Aftron. fore bodes miſchief to the 
MH orld. God has been plea- 
ſedro cal many of h:s Servants the Prophets,out 
of cur Land, muhin this few years Ob! that 
we would learn aeneſs, : ; ben his Judg- 
ments are waiking abroad upon the kart. P.M 
donius 7: the Liſe of St. Auguſtine: rells ws, 
; 


that he was remov'd by Peath when the Goths 
and V andals had juji begunt- beſteee Hippo. 
Thus of good King Joliah 'tzs fatd, that be 
ſhould be "oathe ered to his Grave in peace ; and 
not ſee all the evil that God would bring upon 

Jeruſalem. Hidejburgh comd never be | 
taken ſo lons as Pariaus the Palladuum 
of the place) was aive May the Death of 
Mr, Crow, and divers other Godly Miniſters 
that are lateiy ſnatcht 10 Glory, awaken us all to 
a timely Repentance, that jo Deſtruction may 
not be our ort on Let us all be endeauouring | 
to live the Life of theſe ris hteous men, that our | { 
Latter End may be like theirs, : 


2 04 EG 
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Sic mihi contingat wvere, licque mort. 
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a | MENSALIA SACRA: 
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| Sacramental Exhortations and 
| Preparations. 


HAT we may not ſtumble on 
the Threſhold, and miſs the 
Mark, it wi | be needful. ro 

S 52 underſtand the proper Ends 

| of this Ordinance of the Lord's Laſt Sups= 

per 3 which are, 


A 
os 
s TJ 
; + 


| Is To commemorate Chriſi's Death till he come 
5 * again, 

” 2. Tobea ſulemnrenewing of the holy Cove- 
* nant firſt enter'd into by Baptiſm, conſenting to 
# the Covenant, we are there to renew. 

3, To be alivins means to exerciſe and en- 
creaſe Grace, by repreſenting thg evil of fin,and 
the infimte love of God in Chriſt. | 

4+ For a ſolemn profeſſion of our Faith, love yp ® 
and Obedience. | | 6 


5 [18 
5. For 4 fign and means of Unity and Com 
munion of Sarnts, 


Chriſt hath appointed their conſecrat- 
cd repreſentations to be in the eye of the 
Church, in their manner and meaſure to 
ſupply the room of his bodily preſence, 
while he isin heaven. The table in the 
tabernacle Exod. 25. 23, 24, May repre- 
ſent this Table of the Lord, overlaid with 
pure gold, and a crown of Gold roynd 
about it becauſe of Holineſs becoming it, 
and a King fitting at it. Ar this table ſhould 
we be asking our own Souls, what our 
thoughts arc of Chri!t, and what we 
have for him, that it may be no idle yiſir 

*'you make, or fruicleſs view you take'of 
' him ; bur ler your requeſts and great ask- 
ings be ready on the ſtring tor more 

' grace to your ſclves, or truce graceto your 

| Relations; what is upon your hearts for 

[your Soul, child, yoke-fellow or fon, the 
\Church of God ? 

- Make {ure you have grace before you 
come, if you can: I ſay if you can, for 
every. worthy communicant cannot pro- 
fefs himſelf certain of bs fincerity : but ſo 
far as he gan diſcern, by obſerving of his 
own heart, he- is truely willing to haye 
Chriſt and his benefits on the terms __ 
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they ate offered : i. e. To take Chriſt in \ 


| 


| all his offices as King to rule him, as Pro- ! 


pher to teach him, and as Prieſt to pardon | 
and ſave him. 7 
«And next we muſt be careful to excr- 
ciſe. grace given. They who have no 
grace can act none, and therefore mult ly 
by and ſir idle here, gazing on an un-_ 
known Chriſt. And 1fany be here who | 
know themſelves ro be unzodly ones ; 1 
think they had beſt riſe and run from 
their own damnation. Some feed without 
fear, or remorle for fin ; yea perhaps re- 
ſolve to keep up ſome Jult they know of. 
To what end is this ordinance for you ? 
Irs aday of Darkneſs, and no Light. 

2. The great voice of this Ordi- 
nance is, Behold me, Behold me. We are 
called here ro look on a pierced Lord Je- 
ſus. And what ſhall we fee in him 2 See 
the maker of all things bowed down un- 
der the burden of our tins, and weight of 
Gods. wrath. Look on him whom you 
have pierced and mourn, Look on hits 
wounds: and weep. Look on his Love 
and wonder. Look on his fatisfattions- 
and Believe. Look on his Victory and 
rejoyce. Look on his purchaſe and con- 
remn your carthiy interelts, Here is the 
beſt and brighteſt glaſs in all che world 
God plyes us to behold his fon in, and we 

B3 may 


ET ne 


4 2&6 
may come as near him 
nance can'bring us. ' | 

When you look on the Elements, ſtay 
not there, till you aſcend, and ſee him 
who 1; invilthle. When by faith you 
come to ſee him whom your Soul lovyeth, 
proſtrate thy {intull Soul, with a holy 
wondering, that finfull duſt and aſhes 


here as any ordi=- 


- may draw ſo near.” Study to get the fix- 


ed eye on him, as loath to take it offy be- 
ing fo well pleaſed with his beauty and 


worth. Learn t» think the l-ſs: of other 


objects after you have ſeen tne Lord, As 
Mabometans put out [their eyes ſome of 
thein, aftcr they'-have beheld Mahomets 
tomb, that they 'may never defile their 
eyes with an other fight afccr{0 goodly 
and glorious a one. ; 03H 
The hame of the Lord being fo emi- 
nently. engraven on all we are about, 
ſhould ſtrike adread and holy reverence 
on all our - hearts the day, rhe table, the 
ſupper we are at, are all the Lords; but 
wyiat if we be not the people of the Lord? 
truly, if we be not, he bids us not wel- 


"come: and what if. we be here-and the 


Lord not with us? Then we had far ber- 


' ter be elſe where, But how way we 
.. kaow, if we have bim preſent, even. his 
" ſweet ſociety and blefſed company? Ir's 


;:. His 


* & 
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his table we fir at and that is no ſmall 
honour, for heisa k ing; and thar is not 
all, he will fit with us him'elt and give us 
his own company, and we may know it 
by this; when the Kins i:treth at hista- 


ble, my ſpikenard ſendeth forth the ſmell + 


thereof, Song 1. 12. W nence Obf. 1. Believ- 
ers will obterve woar cthers doe nor, viz. 
W hen Chriſt is atthe table and when not, 
and it will be empry to them, when he is 
abſent. 2. Thac Chriſfts own prelence 
muit be depended upon both for fenfible 
comforc to believers, and for reviving 
their graces and making them lively, It's 
the exalted K ng of glory's own preſence 
that makes his own grace in our hearts 


livel- and ſavoury. It's our keeping near : 


him, and his condeſcending to keep near 
us makes ail his gracivus Work in us to 
bud and bloſſom. 

3. O cthegreat condeſccntion of God to 
ſintul mortals char when he was 1nvilible, 
by reaſon of that infinite diſtance between 
the divine nature and ours, he made 
himſelf ts be ſeen in the fleſh ; and now 
by his aicention, having made his fleſh 
allo inviſible, by reaſon of the vaſt diſt- 
ance berwcen his place and ours, he hath 
made his fleth in a myſtical ſence, eyenro- 


be ſeen and taſted in the ſacrament. Oif 


D 4 he 
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he hath humbled himſelf thus far unto 
our ſenſes, let us nor by an:odious ingrati- 


tude hizmble him lower, even under our 


feet and trample on this precious blood of 
the Covenant, by ruſhing on this lo ſo- 
lemn and ſacred a thing with a careleſs and 
unprepared frame ., taking no pains ro 
get a broken and holy heartto intertain 
him with. 

;* To take this ſacrament into an carthly 


dirty hearr, isto take this heavenly bread, - 
;and throw it into the dirt. O do's any of 
ou think to come hither, anftake theſe 


oly myſteries into your covetous, proud, 


Tuſttul unrenewed hearts ? Irs plainly to 


relolve upon laying up his richeſt trea- 
ſares in a noiſom Sink 3 and what an © 
indignity is this? Chriſt is in heaven 
himiclf, and will not enter into any.bur 
an heavenly heart here. And he who ex- 
poſeth himſelf ſo much to the view of 
your ſenſes, calleth you to Spiritualiſe 
your carthlyſenſes : let that mouth that 
eateth at this table, never ſpeak vanity 
nor lies: that han which 1; rEacned our 


: to receive him, be no more a right hand 
; of falſhood or injury to any : theſe eyes 


: Which look on your Lord here be no more 


gazing on Vanity or forbidden objects. 
+ Bar to raiſe your hearts above beggarily 


Ejcments 


| C 23 1 
Elements which you ſee this day with 
eyes of fleſh ; conſider this ordinance ſig- 
niftes anu ſeales Chriſt and his Covenant, 
with all his rich promiſes of grace and 
glory. The body of our bleſed Lord is 
really in heaven, for he is riſen and aſ- 
cended ; bur his body is as truely facra- 
mentally here, as really in heaven, mak- 
ing the moſt clear repreſentation of his 
death and ſolemn commemoration of it 

*that the earth bears, or we are capable of 
in the fleſh. Ir there had been a more 
proper and better way, we are bound to 
believe , our -Lord would have leſt it 
with us. And {ſince this is a token left 
with us to remember us of his deareſt love 

_ indying for us and waſhing us in his own 
blood, let us reccive and celebrate it with 
the | livelieſt affeftions and the hearrtieſt 
acceptation we are capable of. Still con- 
fidering with our ſelves, that tho” it be 
goad to be here, where much more of 

Chriſt is to be ſeen to day, than many 
Places of the earth can afford; yet, thar 

It's far better to be in heaven, where the 
vail of our mortality ſtha'l be rent, and 
the vaii of this infirm fleſh of ours ſhall be 
made ſpiritaal and olorious, the ſhadows 

of Sacraments Hy away,and the glaſs of all. 

Goſpel ordinances be remoyed as uſeleſs, 

| even 
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even the'pitcher be broken at the founs 
tain and the ercar Riddle of our ſalvation 
fair:y unfolded ro us, all clouds and va- 
Pours of ſin and darkneſs difpclled, and 
Patience, and praycrs, and o cdicnce wel 
rewaraed, And ina word where a more 
Immediate and princely preſence of Chriſt 
ſtall be intimarely and conltantly enjoy- 
ed without any o'lowing fears of parting. 

Now the hope and affurance of all this 
we come to ſeal. I rifle not with lo fa- 
cred a thing, but ſet your heart to the re- 
ceiving of your Lord here wit! ali his 
ſanfitying, quickuinsy and comforting 
vertue, which our finful finking fouls 
nced fo much. Now for thisend he meets us 


| hereto day. 


4. Here is the ſtaff of bread, and wine 
tharimaketh glad the heart of man, | he 
Communion both of the body and blood 
of our Lord + hriſt. Lo, here is botha 


Peace offering for you and an offer of peace 


to you under heavens broad Seal. How 


many burdene.} and weary louls have un- 


| Joaded at this port ? 
| z 
| | 


O let not weainels ſo much deterr, as 
wants drive us hither : for ſenſe of wants 


and weakneſs, and unworthineſs and 
| _ | wrath, all fic for him, who hath all ful- 


nels, ſtrcngrh, worth and merit ; and who 


bare 


# 
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bate the wrath of God for them that flee -— 


to. him . for refuge. . And think: ir not” 
enough to make your appearance here 
without ſome fitnels for fo folemn an 
action. | It is not {o it:congruous to ſport 
and Jaugh at your Father's Funeral. as to 
fit here reſtleſs and unconcerned art the 
commemoration of our blcfied Lords 
death,yea bloody death and birter paſhon. 
Shall we ſee the head wounded. here, and - 
the members have no teeling?' That we- 

ſee the bread broken which repreſents the * 

breaking oft Chriſts precious body tor us;.- 

and:have no broken hearts *' Yea, ſhall 

we: be called to Contemplate the wrath of 

his /provoked Father , pour'd into 'his 
Cup, and drinking the dregs thereof, and 
crying out under the weight'of 'our Sins, 
which brake the very rock of our Salva- 
tion, and made the Stones of the'Temple 
ro rend in ſunder ? Was his Body broken 
to let out his Blood ?- And ſhall notour, 
Souls be broken-ro let in 2! 00 


bd Look well to three things, if you would 


Sw 


be worthy Commuanicants, -#7%. To have: 
Grace ere you come to exercite Grace here, : 
and to increaſe it by coming, 'Now for you 
chat: have Grace, but it ruts low,and isnot _ 
lively, as you would bave it, to cntertain®* 


yourLord withal:Know there is ſmoaking -. 
V7 Bk oP, Grace- - 


# 


'Grace as well as flaming Grace; and Chriſt 
will not quench the ſmoaking flax : and 
what if he ſuffer thy Graces to keep low ro 
_ «day, that thy Heart may be lowly for it? 
£75"  Butfor them that are at high water,and 
'Spring-tide, let him that itanderh take 
heed leſt he fall. Senſible Enjoy ments are 
bur ſlippery things here ; Man in his beſt 
eſtate in this Life is altogether vanity : but 
: While the Lord allows them on us, ler us be 
_ [careful ro improve them well 
| >". But what if all within lies till. and an 
| heavy heart ſtir not yer for all thar is 
' ſaid? Then look unto him that can remove 
Mountains, and raiſe the dead. The warm 
breathings of Heaven mult be ferch'd in by 
believing Prayer, Song 4. ult. And when 
\thou haſt called on thy Soul to awake and 
work, and ye: nothing within thy tebelii- 
ous Soul will obey, then call on him whom 
; Seasand Winds obey. When we cannot 
ifetchLite into our dead Souls,then remem- 
dofeng Prince of Life quickens whom : he 
[Will 
IP } ok fight of ſin,and a fight ofChriſt who 
ſuffer'd for it, are our Ftteſt Objetts at ſuch 
- }atime-: and inthe ſufferings of Chriſt we 
i ſee moſt of ſin's evil. The death of all the 
; Creatures under the Law for man's fin, was 
--. nothing to the death of Chriſt for we” "bs 
w od, 
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God looks on Believers through a dying 
Chriſt, and loves them, ſo ler us look on : 


ſin through a dying Chriſt, and hate it, 


» Thy {in is indeed the ObjeCt of God's) 


hatred ; bur thy miſery that comes by ir 
will God pity, and fo pardon fin,and ſhew 


thee mercy, it thou cauft hare thy ſin;and 


in token ot thy hatred of it, flee tar trom | 
it, and cry to God mightily for grace and- | 


ſtrength againſt it. 

And it a poor foul hath been labouring 
laſt night and this morning for a more 
humbling 11ght of ſin, chan yer hath been 
granted him, he muſt never think to ſee fin 


ſo exceeding ſintul,;as in ſeeiny Chriſt a ſa- + 


crifice for {in ; and if it had not been for 
our lin, all the other enemies would never 
have ſlain the Lord of Glory, And when 
the worſt of ſin is in Chriſt's ſufferings for 
it, we muſt not only make uſe of Chriſt as 
a Glaſs to ſee fin in, but as a Phyſician roo 
to cure it. And when he hath chewed us our 
{in, we muſt not go to King Jareb with our 
wounds; burtrthe ſame hand whrch broke 


us muſt bind us up. And be your ſins what” 


they will, if you can penicently and belie- 


— 
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vingly plead pardon, in the mediation of | 


a broken Redeemer, there will be found - 
Balm enough to cure, and Blood enough 
to waſh, yea drown them all in che depths 
oo of ; 


_ 


1 . 
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of - divine mercy ; tho we muſt not fn thet 
grace may abound, and go and lin ro make 
work for the Blood of Chrijt, and go abour 

rophanely to pole his mercy; for tho the 

3]ood ot Chriſt for fulneſs and cfticacy be a 
Sea, yet for tendernefs it's a Sea of Glaſs, 
and mingled with tire ro burn up ourLults. 
We come either to God as a Phylician or 
a Judge - for cither we bring Soul; full of 
= to be cured, or full of {ins to be dam- 
ned, 


{ To meet with Chrilt and not to part 
with fin is ſad and dreadtu] t as Chri! 
came into the world to deſtroy lin, ſo 
ſhould we come now to Chriſt tor the 
ſame end. O the ſin of our natures, 
thar old man, the ill habits, the {troag 
Juſts, the 11l haunts oar hearts .have got , 
venture to ſer Carilt 2gainſt chem all to 
day. We cannot ſpeat. g20d of Chritt 
bur 11] of fia too, Ho.y ſad to ſee the de- 
fires of fin obeyed, and the commands of 
Chriſt ſlighted ? and vet thele are the 
moſt common ſights we ſee cn earth. O! 
what pride, ſelf conceit, paſhon, preju- 
dice, revenge, wor'dlyneſ., ſpiritual 
floath and ſlumbering abour ſalvarions 
work is there among us? Theſe we op- 
poſe not as the enemies of our {fouls : who 
thinks that a ſweet luſt is the poiſon of 
| 11S 
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| his ſoul, the diſgrac- of our nature, the 
cauſe of our unhappinels, bereaves us of 
| true delight, ſubjzx&s us to Vanity and 
Satan\ tyranny, and Gods wrath? We 
| hide and {mother fins detormity and 
| damnableneis under che mask ot pleating 
; and pitving our ſejves. » O night Chriſt 
prevail this day with ..ur hearts ro per- 
{wade us ro be up and doing even acq'it- 
ting our ſeives live men in this matter, tO 
aſſaulc our corruptions, like them who 
arc really ailarmed trom heaven againſt 
our morcal «cnemies. O chat ye would! 
reſolve to give your ſcives noreſt til] you 
be rid of them Except not againſt this 
; Ccunſel, by ſaying that they {tick roo faſt 
' and are too good tricnds, and the work 
roo bard, and they too itrong Ianſxer 
all hell can pur in againſt m-riifving of 
lutts, wich this one w-rd , viz. Where 
eternal ſalvation isconcerned, there 15 no 
/ excuſe to be taken (Rom. 8. 12) It were 
| better to pluck our your ey. s, yea bowels, 
than ſpare your ins and periſh 
Be not afraid of hurting your felt by 
parting with fin no, no; could we fall 
upon Our fins and cutt chem off, O what 
free lives might we live ? what noble 
Lords and brave conquerours were we?; 
And for their ſtrength fear it not. Go "D ; 
os 9 forth | \ * 
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fotth againſt them in the faich of this 
Lord you ſee crucified for them, and in- 
vitcs you to partake of the life purchaſed 
4 by the death this ordinance calis us to re- 
i} . member. Ir ill becomes us co complain 
\ll ' of the ſtrength of this enemy thar Chriſt 
| hath overcome. , All {in's ſtrength conliſts 
in our cowardice, Fight and ye ſhall 
.overcome_, 
crowned. 

 6.If weeat of the ſacrifice, let us have 
4 | faith taat we may partake of the Altar 
Uh} and have Chriſt init. We may ſay to 
'T vou in this facrament as Philip ro the 

|| Eunuch in the other, zf thou belieweſ} 
with all thine heart, thou mayeſt, Ad. 8, 
" | 37. At all times we have need of faith, 
| > for we muſt live and walk by faith ; but 
IF | in noſtep more need than in this: John. 6, 
56. We. cannot eat his fleſh unleſs we 
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hearts by faich Epb. 3, 17. Faith is the eye 
| to diſcern the Lords body here, the hand 
| to receive him, the mouth to feed on 
£4 him. We do neither ſee, receive, nor 
"At feed here withour Faith, 
| Now it's an caller matter to look wich 
I'd bodily eye on bread and wine, than to 
v1 . * behold theſlain lamb of God bruiſed for 
|. us. The world think iteaſy to believe, 
Wage 


| 1 | dwell in him ; now Chriſt dwellech in our 
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who never had a true fight of their ſins, 


- nor ſenſe of Gods wrath, nor were ever 


lifted or (ſhaken by Satans temptarions,nor 
troubled with terrours of Conſcience, 
:0r acquainted witn natural weakneſs, 
and Chrijitian infirmitics, and our own 
intufficiency for fo much as a right or 
200d thought of God. Is it caly ior a 
proud heart to deny it ſelf in the point of 
falvation 2 And wholly to take a Yighte- 
outneſs from Chriſt, heartily ſubmitting 
roa Goſpel ſalvation in faith ard pati- 
ence? [Is it eaſy to ſee Chriſts humiliation 
and look for exaltaiion out of 1t ? and ro 
look for pleaſure by his pain, Riches by 
his poverty, ſtreagth by his weatneis, and 
lite by his death, and a blefling by his 
curſe, 

There is a kind of baſtard faith is eaſy 
to come by, yowll fnd every where too 
much of it ; but the Faith of Gods el:Ct, 
peculiar to them, even the ſpirit of Faith, 
which purifieth the hearr, and workerh 
by lovey and maketh the ſoul live, is nor 
Jo common. 

Now 1. this faith is never without heart 
humiliation for fin, even a looking on 
him whom we have pierced, with a'en- 
der ſenſe of the diſhonour and wounding 
of him by our Rebellions and Unbelief. 

Is ER —__  _ 
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[32 ] 
Othere the ſoul ſees its baſeneſs,and weeps 
that fo bleſſed a Redeemer ſhou'd bleed 
t-r the fins of ſuch a wretch and be {till to 
inſ{enſibie of this love. 

2 And then it wonders at 1nfnit mer- 
cy and mourns more miſery aud mercy 
pierce the ſon!, and make it even exceed 
tn tenderneſs and rears, tothink oi abuſe- 
ing luch incltimable trcaſfurcs of »race. 

3. And it wonders at the 2}rious free- 
dom of fove that it ſhould chute ſuch ob- 
Jets ;, and this even confounds a fintul 
ſou], and makes it with a holy ſhame 
lye down 1n the duſt and opcn its mouth 
no more. Exek. 16.63, 

4, It renouncerh carnal reaſon and a 
rebellious will, and now gives upall to 
him, who hath won its heart, and payed 
its Ranſom and therefore it's called rhe 
obedience of faith. 

5. It abandons a vain world and tram- 
ples on all its glory. Pſai. 119. 96. 

6. And now reſolves to triult in Chriſt 
for ail other things, ſince ir ſees a ſuffict- 
ency in him for favinz its ſoul. 1 Tim. 4. 
8 Rom. 8, 32. Luk. 12. 32. 

7.1 am atfraid ſome come hither to ſcal 
a Covenant whonever knew ro make or 
keep a Covenant Za, 19. 21, Even to en- 
ter intoa perpetual Covenant with Chriſt, 
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to be wholly and unreſervedly devoted 


and reſigned to him 1n loye and obedi- 
cence, and who have taken him to be all 


 . that the Father have gi:en him to be to 


the 'ouls of Ei» E.c& 7 e, Nor only to be 
a high priett wo ranſom their iouls trom 
{in in hell, and ro appear tor thc m betore 
God in heaven ; but likewiſe for their 
great prophet to :cach them the wi le 
will of God, anJ a King to conquer their 
luſts, even a leader 10d commander to 
the peopie, in all the ways ot his ievealed 
will. Now whoſoever comes hither 
ſhore of this, at beſt che 'cal is bur ſer ro 
a blanck, and ſoſtandsrhem in no ſtead ; 
for they receive not Chritt and carry none 
of his benefits with them: vea it's well if ir 
ſeal nor their damnation» And I'm like- 
wiſe affraid of another forc that may 
come hither, who formerly might have 
covenanted with Chrift ; bur tor want of 
a lively and well exerciſed faith grow 
blind and fee not attar oft, and have. for- 
gotten thar they were purg-d trom their 
old {tns; and fo turt formal and culioma-. 
ry. And readily luch Contuctudinaries 
who follow the arove can give little orner 
account of their coming, bur thar irs che 
way other good people go in, and it rhey 
ſhould nor come,rhey might be miſſed by. 
GC 2 good 
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good neighbours ; and how could they 
keep up a name to live, if they cait them- 
ſelves our of good company ? Ir's to be 
feared many ſuch things are with us, 
Bur if ſo, ſuch may eat and drink Judg- 
ment to themſelves, temporal Judgments 
in ſtead of ſpiritual enemies. For ſuch 
things many were weak, ſome lick and 
others fallen aſleep in the Church of 
Cortnith. 1. Cor, 11, 30. Andit ſuch belong 
to God he will find out the way to awak- 
en them and not Jer them {leep the ſleep 
of death, but will ſhew them wherein 
they have exceeded and awake them to 
their work, out of this Lethargy, either 
by renewing ſome terrrors of Conſcience, 
or turning his hand upon them by ſome 
torturing tribulation, And there isa third 
ſort | fear may come who arc almoſt well 
reſolved never to come up to the terms 
of baving Chriſt, becauſe of ſome beloy- 


cd luſt they are ſo loath to part with : and. 


g0 away with the yourg man 1n the 
Goſpel, ſad, from every diſcovering or- 
dinance, whereby he finds all mult be lefr 
ro follow Chriſt if he have treaſure in 
heaven; which his hypocritical heart 
could never yer comply with ;and fo finds 
no' ſweetneis in ſacraments nor Scrmons, 
nor neyer can in this condition, for the 
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conſolations of God are ſmall becauſe of ! 
ſome lecret thing with him, Job 15. 11.7 
Bac as ever you think to be happy, be 
adviſed, whatever it be, hang uprthar Idol 
betore the ſun this day,look bur to Chriſt, 
and fee whither thou durſt Jay it in the 
ballance wich him, whois yet wooing thee 
to win ty foul by parting with thy fin. 
Ler it wither under Chriſts curſe for the 
many gooddays and far ſweeter imbrac- 
es of a better beloyed it hath kept thee / 
from. | T 

Sd. Such a day will eicher be one of our" 
beit or worſt days. Ir will cither further +. 
ſalvation and bring you nearer God, or / 
harden your hearts and heighten your 
Judgment. A hor ſummers day ripens, 
the corn, ſo do theſe ſeaſons of grace; 
ripen faſter than any thing can for Judg-: 
ment, when not improved but abuſed. 
Would it not be ſad that any of us 
ſhould be worſe ar laſt, than if we had ne- 
ver been herc, nor ſeen the Lord in theſe 
precious ordinances> NegleGers of the 
great ſalvation are ina worſe condition, 
than if the new Covenant had never been 
mate; for they mult anſwer not only for ! 
breach of Law but abute of mercy. | 

Now thac this Feait hurtyou not, you 
muſt'be careful that you be not unworthy 
" CG 3 par- 
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/ partakers. To eat and drink unworthi- 
ly is to eat and drink unſuitably, So that 
the beſt way to examine this matter is by 
 adue conlideration of the nature and uſe 
ot this ordinance. Here is bread, that 
calls for hunger : and wine for thirtt, and 
both tor {trengeh and refreſhing. Here 1s 
' bread brokea, and winc poured out, 
which cails tor a broken heart and pour- 
ing out of our fouls ro him whom we 
' Pierced and put ro pain. Here's conſecrat- 
_, ed Breadand Wine, come as CTonſecrated 
\ Pertons to Conſecrated Elements. Here is 
' a Feaſt,then come as confederated Friends 
to take a fill. Here 1s a Seal of a Teſta- 
ment (call'd the Cup of the New Teſta- 
ment in his Blood) come and take a Lega- 
cy. And as it's full of Myſteries. it calls us 
to come witha Piercing Eve to diicern the 
Lord's fody, and its worth, under the 

\meanneſ\s of outward Signs. 

Now you ſec,to come unſuitably , 15to 
come unworthily. And may we not trem- 
ble to think on the doom of that Gueſt 
that cam? 10 without the Wedding Gar- 
ment? and that it is not one, or a few that 
come. fo, bur very many, appears trom 

Matt. 22, II. and I +.v.compared.,In the 
appiicaction of that Parable they are ſaid 
to be any that are called, but few choſen 5g 
| | 1C 


C37 1 

The "_ rook no exceptions againſt his 
oueſts when he came to view them, be- 
cauſe of bcing poor, hait, or weak but 
offended with them that refuſed ro come 
and with them who came without the 
wedding garment. Many rctuſe to come, 
that are uitcriy caieicts to be 1n any con- 
dition to 1mcet Chritt in tis ordi- 
Nance,and make nothing it a lite rim? of 
refuſing an offered Ciirit it therein. For 
which 19 groſs a contempt ot his grace 
how ſhall maity anſwer ? And others 
COINC without rhe wedding garment, and 
with cheſe he 1s angry, wt mating that 

many weakneſſes he could pals by. pro- 
vided we make conſcience of preparation 
and putting on the wedding garment, 
which | rake to be a good ſtate in Chriſt 
through his righteouſneſs Imputcd ; and 
a ſpiritual trame ; lain, PS trimmed and 
in good faſhion ior teaiting with Chriſt, 
minds ſpiricual and graces active, Repen- 
rancc, faith, hope and love in exerciſe, 


9.1 am affraid our tamiliar and frequent” 


converſing with ſuch ſacrcd things do's 
great hurt to carnal hearts, and hardens 


hypocrits in their f195, and fcares their | 


confciences more to obduration, Thns / 
Judas received the fop and Satcn entored.,; 


Abuſcing theſe facred, ſpiritual things} 
C4 W:tn 
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with careleſs and carnal frames, makes 
'way. for Satans entering and poſſeſſing 
/men more ſtrongly, whereby they be- 
icome twice more the children of wrath 
then before: For who eat and drink un- 
worthily eat and drink damnarion, +. e. 
Reprobates therebv bring eternal damnarti- 
on to themſelves, and it brings to Gods 
own, temporal punithments as 1 Cor, 11. 
Now to prevent this danger beware of 
Hypocriſy in facred thing» Double 
aealing here will undo us, I mean a 
| heart and a heart ; or a ſacrifice without a 
heart. The work is the Lord's, have you a 
hearc for him ? | wiſhour caſe be not Je- 
bu's, who had a great prerended zeal for 
God, but had no care of his heart in Gods 
ways. 2. Kings 10.16 31. What ſayeth 
God of this ſervice ? did he accept and 
reward it? No, heavengcd it upon his 
Houfe, Hos 1. 4 Tho he thed blood in 
Gods cauſe and quarrel. yer he did it not 
with a right and found heart. O look to 
it that you rcap not his reward for a rot- 
ten heart. We fay by our coming hither, 
come and ſce my zca!: bur it r'i2 heart be 
not right with him, the blovd of Ghrift 
w1ll be required art our han; 1's a great 
guilt to be guilty of rhe body and blood 
ot Carit. O cake care tnatrthings be all 
rig ht 
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right in our dealings with Chriſt and 
particulary in ovr ſealing Covenants with 
him, {j4.61.8. It's a precious premile thar 
In making an everlaſting Covenant with 
them, he wil dire their work aright 
Or 11 truth, aid that is, when their heart 
is directed into the love of God 2. Theſ. 3, 
FJ Now may we ask for love in this aCti- 
: if ic hay a rootnow is the ſealon of 

is puttin” ; :orth. We may ſay asthe Rul-/ 
ers of 1jrael, ſpring up O well. Let your! 
love be carried our according to the valt- 
neſs of his Joving kindnets that we way 
love him in our meaſure, who hath lovy- 
ed us with a love that hath neither bounds. 
nor bottom ; ler their be ſome riſings of 
love ; ſome returns of love ; AN Cntertain- | 
ment of love i in this feaſt of love. | 
Bur when we have ſaid all, it's the S$p1- 1 
rit that quickens and giveth lite, and 
where its power 1s wanting, there the 
word 1: a dead letter, the Sacraments dead 
Elements, and we dead creatures : Now 


* ſince the tpirit worketh all in all, grieve | 


not the fpirit, refit it not. bur walk in the | 
ſpirit, and look ro Chriſt for a heaveniy 
ming, tor as Chrifl is now bodily in & CA 
vens fo will he not be ſpiritually and 1a- 
Cramentaiiy 10 any,bur a heavenly mind; 
the doors Mvit be lift up, before the 
King COM? iN, 10.Look 
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10. Look on Chriſt your Paſſoycr, Sa- 
crificed for vouy, and bs himblu! 1. That 

ou were worthy t& &yc. 2. That you 
live by the death -f anctacr, 2, i hat your 
ſin ſhouid Crucitv the Lord of C ory. 
W hat a humbling ſight js jt to ice Chr ill 
thy Sacrifice fall betorc the Altar, and Jaid 
upon it, and burn, yca, conſumed by the 
Fire of God's wrath for thee ? O {1h and 
ſay, alas! Was not this tor my ſakc? ttould 
not | have lyen there ſuffering and fatisfy- 
ing for ever, if he had not inrerpoicd and 
bore my Burden ? Shall he ſwear and bleed 
for mc, and 1 not grieve for him ? 

Pur makethe remembrance of Chriſt's 
Death for me, the more atic&tionare, con- 
fider farft, ic was the Death of the hum- 
bleſt and worthieſt perſon that ever ap- 

eared on the Earth, the Son of God, the 

ord of Glory, the eternal God, the Heir 
of all rhings; on Earth was never his like. 
Secondly, He was no greater than Good, 
the innocent and ſpotleſs Lamb of God, 
that Holy thing who knew no in, and yet 
he ſuffered Death. In his Life was no ſpor, 
and in hisDeath was no complaint or mur- 
muring, This Noble and Juſt One died for 
us,was our ranſom and attonement. He rho 
knew no fin, made ſin, 1.C, a ſacrifice for ours, 
our fin imputed to him who had _ of 
11s 
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his own ; our ſorrows made his, and by hzs 
fripes we are healed, We live by irs Death, Gal. 
2.20 FC IS taKCrig aid. V.CElcape {f ye ſeek 
me,let theſe £0 their woy, (ti jtn never be charged 
on mine Eled : Wy jacep 1 iay down my life for, 
thothey be under a 4 aw- condemnation for break- 
ing of ui, yet let them be atguittic a jor my heeping 
of 1 , Faruoed on my account,and ail their ſcores 
reckoned for nith me. 

Look on the bleiſed Surery of the Cove- 
nant, and behold him obeying and dying 
for us. For aibeit the Law be not now a Co- 
vena!it Believers are under: yet the mean- 
ing is nor, that perteCt Obedicnce is not re- 
quiredeven of believers; but not being ſound 
in them it's performed by our Surety the Second 
Adam tor the exchange is only of the perſon, 
not of the righteouſneſs, I hus was lard on him 
the Tniquittes of us all,and it it has been 'aid 
on us. it had ſunk us tor ever. But that love 
that deliver'd him vp was unparalletId t 
W hatever Satan, Sin, Conſcience, or the 
Law charge upon you, ſhew you here the 
Lord's Death. 

11.Every Sacrament 15 a Certificate of Chriſt's 
Death ; and hereby we tcll the world,we be- 
lieve our Lord was Cut off oui of the Land of the 
Living. Now to ſhew forth this death are we 
come hither; he wouid not have his Death 
forgotten ; but to remember it, as we often 


do, 
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do, without lively afte&tions, 1s next door 
to a total forgetting of it. Without 2n atie- 
ctionare remembrance of the death of Chriſt, 
and a Soul inflamed with love to our Ranſomers, 
we partake not of hrs body : w2 may be guil- 
ty of the body and blood of t5e Lord, when we 
pur forth polluted hands to take it,and take all 
with 4nbrok-n hearts, And indeed the ſweet of 
the Paſwer is1oit ror want of the bitter herbs 
of gotly ſorrow for ji that ſlzw the Lord of Glory. 
Now letthe remembrance of our Lord 
here,nor only affect us,but change us into an- 
ether temver an4 di8þ5juion, to be his,and for 
him,toconform to him,to carry away bet- 
ter thoughts of h1m4to live a lite of remem- 
bring of him, to give him alone the Glory 
of ſo wonderful a work as ourRedemption by 
hrs death, tolove him that hath ſo loved us, 
and to hate {tn that fo offended hisFather. 
and crucih:d him.If we weep not over him 
we have no fellowſhip with his ſafferings ; 
if we waſh not here we haveno part in him; 
it we carry no: away a better remembrance of 
him, w2 come here but to mock him ; 1f we 
prefer the World to him, we ſhew our felves 
unworthy of bim;aund 1t we cair go away and 
Jive in oar f11:;,we do out ſeal our opn damna- 
tion byc ming hither. W har 15 it to under- 
takea Pizrima2e to Jeruſalem, and to weep 
a tear over the hyly Grave ? but to return mth 
| | a 
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a new heart, and another life, is the bulineſs; 

And to affect you turcher with this Re- 
preſentation, by hzs accurſed,burt bleſſed death 
20 us,he ſeals the Teſtament and confirms a great 
Legacyto us, that he may not only keep the 
condenined from going to priſon, but ſettle a Re- 
venue 0n the poor and needy, and make them rich 
for ever, and ſet them with Princes, even with 
the Princes of hzs people, that had ncathing but 
rags and poverty 3 and Bow he lives for ever 
to ſee his Legacies beſtowed. 

12, T heGoſpel- Proclamation is Chri&5sInvita- 
tion, Whoſocver zs a thiri? let him come Deſires 
are the Soul's hunger after Chriſt; they arc the 
beſt face : they acd a ſweetneſs tothe bread of 
life. A man that {ah loſt his ſtomach,and 
can talte no {weetnels in the chuaceſt food, is 
 notfit to lit at this Feaſt, who hath no deſires 
after Union and Communion with Chri&4, He that 
1s the deſire of all Nations will be ſought after, 
and found of all that do defire him, Not to deſire 
him is todeS$pife him(1ſ 53.243. Jand to hide our 
face from him. W'ill he diſcloſe his Secrets to 
them who hide their face from him? If we de- 
fire him not we ſhall ne2er enjoy him, The [ame 


thing that zs the Saints deſire now, will be h7s ! 


ſatrsfa&ion for ever, Let us not think a defire 
of Chriſt a light thing : 1n the Goſpel a poor 
man's bunger zs bzs bleſſing, Mat. 5. 6. in the 
world it is hzs miſery, God acceprs of our ap- 
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petite as much as i! we pay'd ready mmey for 
his Graces, and their bunger is inſtea ' ot a 
price, 1.55.1 There was n-ver Soul miſcare 
ried with longing after Grace. fY bleſſed buns- 
er that ends always in fuln-ſs. The woe ife of 
Chriſtian is but a holy d?/ire, faith Au'tin And 
the /oul dejires Chriit abſ-at, bur tacte deires 
are raiſed in theSoul by Chriſt preſent. We burn 
with a deſire to ſerrle our lelves.burt miſtake 
the way, and b12!d Caities in the air : but the 
Sum of ;andfifeed deſires is unutterable groans 
for the ;ull apylication of good rh1ings pro- 
miſed, and eager hiring for a larzer commu- 
nication, And before Chriſt hath perrefted 
his Grac*® in the Deſires of the Soul, it will 
find it ſelf fo inflamed with them, that if 
Hell ſhould ſtand between itsBeloved and it, 
he would wiilingly pals through its very 
flames toembrace his dear Redeemer. And 
ſeeing it is to him we come to ſeal his Co- 
venant, by Soul-reſtonation,let the matrer 
admit of no difput? or de'ay, bur be dif- 
patched with ali haſte and ſpced (P/. 119, 
60.) (as all ſpiricual purpoſes are ro be ma- 
nagd) bur yet © ic be done with greateſt 
ſeriouſneſs and fulnels of conient, ir being 
a barcain never to be broken, a covenant nzver to 
be forgotten, and doing a thing never to be un- 
done agan. 


If the deſires after Chriſt you make _ 
0- 
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Covenant with, be true, they will make 
worldly deſires, in a gaod meaſure, dye, and 
run low. Sometimes you delire a thing {o 
thatall other things areſo little,they ſcarce 
Come 1nto your thoughts for that iame thing 
you love fo -:uch. Such a delire had Chriſt 
to redeem us,that even Sufferings were deſirable 
mn order to its accompliſhment. I have a baptiſm 
' to be bapttzed with, and how am T ſirattned ull 
it be accompitjhed ? 

1). i oleal our covenant are We COMe,even 
that Coenant he male with his Chriſt the ever= 
latins Covenant, the ſure and ord-red Covenant, 
wherein lies all our ſalzation hereafter and all 
our conſolation bere.{) ict our hearcs becarried 
out according tothe loyins kindneſs of the 
Lord ſhewed in it. Conſider all rhe mercies 
of this Covenant, and labour to taite 1n c- 
very one of them th ar the Lord is gracious. 
This is the Salt of th? Covenant, without 
which ourMoriel will beunſavoury. T here 
is fomerhing in the Covenant better than 
Salvation, betrer than Heaven, and thar is 
the Lord our Riphteouſneſs, arid Zehcwah our 
God. He 1s not aſhamed to be called our God, 
let not us be a ſhamac, but a praiſe ro him. 
To have him for your God is to have all 
in God for your good ; and O then ler all 
that 1s in you be tor Cod. 

Chriſt is here ſending us by the m—_— of 
| is 
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his Commiſhonated Officers the Cluſter of 


Grapes, asthe firſt fruits of the Land of promiſe, 
and commanding you to take 2::d cat cae 
Bread of Life, Oe is reaching unto the thirjty 
Soui the fruit of the Vin?, turning ir Sacra - 
menrally into his ${d,bidding you drink it 
in remembrance of him till he com? and feaſting 
you wich his falleit Love,and faristying your 
with the pleaſure and pretence of vs glory, 
Great and glorious things are found nere 
under the plainelt drels,thacthe cyc of faith 
may be molt exerciled. [ he glory of their 
Ordinances under the Law was a Stumbling 
Block to them; tor they relted in the Cabb:- 
ner. and over-looked the Jewels : The 
meannels of our Ordinances are {o to us ; 
for we look not for the T reaſure in earthen 
Peaſels. The Types were rich, and our Memori- 
als poor ; they had finer Spettacles, we better 
Ey2s. If their Tree had more ſhadow, ours 


hath more fruit. Chriſt in commanding us 


fodo thrs in remembrance of him, builds a Mo- 
nument of himſelf before he dics plain and 
ſimple to the eye, but firm and laſting, to 
continue till he come again ; and allthat is 
faid of him in the Goſgel, is here to be ſeen 
in this Sacrament. Here may we ſee him 
dying and paying our Ranſom ,thc Lamb of 
God lying bound on the Altar, heated with 


. his Yather's wrath, On the Table we have a 


; fair 
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fair proſpeCt of the Croſs. with the ſacrifice 
of the Son of God ſer betore us. And let us fay, 
Lord.if thou remember our ſins,we will remember 
thy Chrijt. For in remembring hs 4eath we muſt 
by all means mind. tat as our ras flew him, 
io bis death conguer's jin,and expiates guilt, and 
this 1s the food of the ſacrifice that uur ſouls muſt 
live upon, And it thisbe rightly apprehend- 
ed,you fee the great beictic by Chriſt here 
repreſented, confirmed and participated, 
And ir's eaſy to porceive how tar they tor- 
ſake their own mercies. that tor the Jake of 
ftn come not up 10 the terms of the covenant, Ii Ye 
think good, give me my price ; ii not forbear. 
Any that come hicher thinki::g to ! od fa$# 
therr ſins,” receive not Chriſt in the +acrament, 
but Satan recei:es them,as he did 7Jucs a'ter 
he had received theSop Such be all chelewho 
come not hither to repent of jin,but to cover 2c 
14. When we look into our Bibles we t.nd 
the Death and ſufferings of Chri&# repreſented : 
here,a far greater matter than many make 
of it,bzaring ſo great apart: in che\criptures, 
and making ſo great a figure there. For we 
find the ſufferings, and ſatzsfaction of Chriſt the 
chief thing manifeſted by the Spirirot Gcd 
tro the Prophets,together with the Glory that 
ſhouid tollow thereupon ro him, and his 
redeemed ones, 1 Pet,1.11. which ſhews us, 
their prime ſtudy was taken up in this. And 
this was likewile the et all the diſcqve-" 
| F169 
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ries of {11,and threatnings of God's wrath in 
theLaw, even to point out the neceſſicy of his [i 
tifattion, Rom,1o 4. And laitly;the very ſub- 
Fance and figmyication of all Types aud ſacrtti 
ces was but to point out ihe ſuffertrgs of Criſt, 
and the glorious effetts thereof, He! .20.1. 
Now no hing we hear of his Siff rings 
in the Word Or (ee tnereot in Sacraments, 
makes : any ſaving Impretiion upot os cl! 
thereby 111 b:coines exceeding finficl, and 
Chiiſt exceeding precious ; among the 
many things we Ro {cen 11 the World, 
and works we bave done, when ſhall we be- 
gin to {ee ſin in its own colourss viz, Toke 
ic the oply thing that breaks the Law, and : 
ſo diſhonoureth the Law-giver, Crucificd 
Chriſt, Grieyes the Spirir, gratifies Satan, 
debaſeth human natu: re, d (tracts rhe world 
and damos Souls. And yet for all this wer 
cannot hate fin becauf" it's0..7 wo k Hel. 4.10. 
O monſtrou: titul {olhſhnels ! har for all 
the inconceivabls evil in ſin.y ct cant; ot hate 
it, becauſe irsours, when fo that we ſhould 
hateic more than all th: fra ft an hole 9 1d. 
Now this du? ſerſo of $1 | civs (o exalt 
Chriſt, and make bim precious, who is ihe 
tha and Omega ta the bafnefs of Religion ; 
without him you con do nothing, an! |! os 
for nothing. 17's by h:s tre» grh you muſt work, 
and by his Riz hteouſneſs 104 muſt be accepted 
Ila. 45. 24. For ———_ we cannot «tor {11 
- think 
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hink of any mercy til God rurn our cye 
on Chriſt, in whom he 's T1 ACiOUus, 

Ang MINg cf all we ce Chritt to be for 
$, is to oblige us to love and obcdicnce. We 
have new repreſentations of the favour of 
God, and gracc of Cliriſt daily in thele Or- 
dINances, tat our obedieicc ”_V be new, 
our h iearts and lives © Yarged and conſe- 
crated to the {cryice « f UCt a Savic ur, who 
hath Redcemed 1s w:tl: the At 204 W2 COme 
here to commemorate. 1 Faith make thele 
things real ro our minds, w* ſhall be affect- 
ed DNOW Aa! 1] Ic formed | -ece cafter, If unbe}: a 
reigr, and we abide under its Power, we 
ſail be dead {t1!', and woridly as we weie, 
Bu: look to him-for a 2 tat c of tcavenly 
Grace tO ©Xcite " r minds a"d thoughts to 
a Holy Zea!, and bigher 5ings than we 
arc alually 3cqi Jalnt Fea with int the lowe 0 IC- 

gions of our converſc 

15. Having given _ ur names to Chriſt 
in Covenant, we ar? opliged ofren ro renew 
it, toſhew THC "1 cerity of. our heart,thar tho 
we fail in many things, vet our heart ſkands 
to it, delighting in the Law according toour 
taward man ; to ſhew that a man does nor 
repent but his eagagement is ſtill pleaſant, 
to him, as if ic were to do again, a man 
would do the {ame thivg, if it were every 
hour ; to let the world ſce there is nat a heart 


drawing back from God; and that the heart 
: ) 2 tha! 
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that is naturally unſtable,may become fixed 
for God. 

And yet, tho this making and renewing 
Covenants by this Ordinance be to uletu], 
Chriſt hath nor tied himicit ro Sacramcntal 

cals, for that Faith that cats and drinks the 
Blood of Chriſt without a Sacrament doth 
ſave. And that Covenant (Th: {ver believes 
in Chrik ſhall be ſaved) patlcih the [: als ct- 
feftually to a þeliever, tho there were ne- 
ver an occaſion of jeaxlnrg it furram nally. 
Grede & mariducaſtt, Brlieve, id th 0:1 b iff ea- 
ten,(aith A:iftir,,.God needs no Seal tob.nlhim- 

ſelf, but ro ſecure and ſettle v', 

Yer ſince we are graciou!{]ly allowed the 
opportuntry of contempla ing a crucified Sawiour 
here, thele two thi gs,among nanv others, 
ought to be wonder'd at,viz.the price and the 
pane And this adds to the wonder of 

cltowing Heaven on us, that it comcs ag 
the reward of our fervice tho purchaſed by Chriſt, 
Il Heaven to them whauhad little or no+ 
thing on Earth; all Chriſts -lood for them 
who had nothing of his Spirit or Grace by 

Nature. O wonder, that a Heaven full of 

pleaſures ſhould be ar laſt the porizon of them 

who have had hearts full of jin, and lives full 
of blemiſhes. If a poor Beggar came 1:1to the 

King's Treaſury,and {aw ail the bags of Gold 

and Sitver,and one ſhould rell him,they are 

al laid up for you;what would the man oO 

| c 
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It would ſtrike him with a ſtrange aſtoniſh- 
ment Þur wh:t are thete to Bags that xax 
not vId,and Treaſure in Heaven laid up for you, 
wher of, it wi: had once a beit-ng fight, 
would make un: tor ever think Icfs of earthly 
riches :nay,you would be ready togo home 
andrhrow your bags of Gold and Silver ta 
theMoles.and to theBats,an1 lay pet ye hence 
ye [tumbiing-blocks of mine intguity.But again, 
wan-ler at ſuch a price paid for us ſo worthleſs ,+ 
worth nothing, and yet coſt him fo dear. 
Good Lord. what do we tor him that laid - 
out ſo much for us? If we have nothing, 
he needs nothing, yea. he requires nothing 
bur to accept hrs bounty,and be raviſht with hzs 
love. Thowe be utterly unable to pay, being | 
broken debtors, yer let us even be ready to: 
praiſe, and be thankful debtors. For thzs very | 
End is this Euchariſtical Fea inſtituted. At 
this Feſtival Commemoration let the Founder of 
the Feat be remembred with praiſe and 
honour, 4nd here take we hold of the moſt! 
ſolemn occaſion, tor the moſt paſſnate and thank-| 
ful remembrance of that love that gave us fo; 
great a gift as Chrif,to do and ſuffer for us. | 
And wichout this affectionate frame of heart, 
we now fruſtrate the very end of the Inſtitution." 
16. Here have we the Beloved ſtanding 
and knocking and putting in for entrance 
at the door of our hearts, faying, open to 
me my filter, my loye, my dove, iy un- 
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:defiled one. Here is my divine laſting loye 
'that for all her ſinful loath and ſleepy 
temper jhe was fallen into, yet he never 
'chang.ch her name, but courts her love 
with kindelt compeliations tiill, But the 
[motive he preficth his acceptance by 1s 
'melting and convincing above all, open to 
'me, f-r my head.i« hlled with dew and 
!my locks with the drops of the nivhr. He 
begs a place in our hearts by all inconvent- 
iences he ſuffered for us. O the dark and '? 
/ ditmal night of his undergoing the wrath ' 
. of his holy Father when our 1n1quiries, 
(were laid on him. Thus ſtands our Lord 
now knocking and begging our good will 
and likeing, our Love and fellowſhip, by 
all the wounds he received on the Croſs 
for us. Here are we called to behold, they 
pierced my hands and my fcet and ſhall 
not this pierce our hardeſt hearts to fee 
the anguiſh of his Soul? The rezeQed and 
{lighred obtcſtations of a crucited Jeſus 
will riſe up aginſt many inthe day of their” 
diſtreſs, that they were beſought ro mor- 
tity their luſts and live to God, by every 
drop of Chriſts blood flicd for them, bur 
they would nor hear. 

Tharthe requelts of a ſuffering Saviour 
may have their due influence is this or- 
dinance appointed, bringing all his pain, 
ſhame and ſorrow to our remembrance. 
We ſec he hath a good mind to be in our 

eye 
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eye and_ thoughts. It you ſee a Criple | 
lay out his fores, they beg thy! he hold / 
are Pcatcy, And if our fuffe ring {ſaviour 
th is Gay be unlapping his wonds and lay- 
ing his {ores Open tv V CW, ſhall not they 
beg MOre powerfully and prevaile? and 
remember all the woinnds of our Lord, 
he had 1in the houſe of his triends; 

Now the very great voice of all his 
wounds arc, . 

I, Repent. Look on me whom you 
have picrced and mourn, 

2: Bclieve when you ſce your ranſom 
and ſacrifice ſlain, If Juſtice ſay | have" 
cnouch and am ſatisked, why do not we 
think it coough, even apply Itand reit. 
init? Take peace and content, yea re- 
Joyce 1n God ace Jeſus Chrilt by whom 
you have now received tne atonement. 

3, I he voice of Chritts fi 
Son £©1ve me thy heart. lil have loved thee 
and waſhed thee in my blood, It's reaſon 
3 have love again. 

4. Ir fays obey and hearken to thy 
Hioh pricſt, Hear him 1o all he Tath 
to lay, hg harh deaily bought your DC 
dience and attention to all his mar; ,0NS 
and Infirutions Prov. S. 31, 32, The 
force and {tren th of Tat therctore 1sne- 
voy be ſtudied and nndetti. ood cn cough 

2t ChrilisCroſs to give your lafts a dead- 
D Fel Ty 
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iy wound, reſt ner till you ſee him and 
fe-lth m thereby, dilabled and nuiled to 
his Croſs. As for your Darling the world 
In its profits, pl-afures and honour, hear 
Chriſt ſaving, It irowned on me, and will 
my ranſomed {mile on it? It was deſpiſed 
and a littl: thing with me, who knew fo 
well a berter, and ſhall ic be great with 
'you 5 Remember thar to take Chriſt in 
and put Chriſt on are the two great Calls 
of Heaven in the Goſpel. And fince your 
{nfiering Redeemer 1+ taken into heaven | 
(theſe gares of Glory flew wide open to 
him ar his Afcention) thall he be fept out 
'of our hearts ? Are they better than it ? 
No, but there was he better known, and 
here his own received him not ; for they 
knew him not : nay not only heaven nath 
received him and therefore ſo ſhould our 
.. hearts, but rhere hath he entred for us, 
which alſo hath its own weight for his 
entring into our hearts here, 

17. Here come we to get more grace and 
ſtrengeh to rei rhe Devil, and ſtand a- | 
g4a10'! his temptations. Now our Cocour- 
agements to encounter this enemy of ours, 
tnat roaring Lvon. 1. He is {poilcd by Je- 
ſus ' hriſt; Col 2. 15, 2. More power 1s 
implo.cd for Pclievers, than can be a- 
gainit them, 1. fobn 4. 4. 2 Kings 6, 16, 
3. Vidory over him is furc and near to 
Belicycrs,-Rom, 16. 20. Ou, 2, But 
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94, But ſince we mult be ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in the power oi his might, if 
we wou dovercome mav we not queſtion 
with our Selves(.s once the ! hiliftines with 
Dalilah concet nine Samſon wherein lies the 
orcat ſtrenth of a Chriltian?.” This caſe : 
Satan ſtudies that he may know howto 
deal with us: __ 

I. The great ſtrength of a Chriſtian 
lies in his Covenant Relation to God, and 
Union with Ch iſt his head tor tho weak! 
in our ſelves, yet a ſtrong head have we: 
in Heaven. The Church 1s a weak H/o- 
man, b.t hath a Redeemer ru1-hty to plead 
her Cauſe, A Chrittians {irength lies in 
h1> Confederated Friendfhip in Heaven 
the imprevement of this is the Jaying our + 
of that ftrengrh, Pſal.44. 4, Tho Jacob was 
deiiitute for outward help .yct was he vell 
befriended in Heaven ; ard the blefed 
God whom he fought did his bulinels for 
him againſt his Br»ther. 

2. [n the gracious qualities brovght 17to 
the Sou] ar C: nvertion - without which, 
ina natural unrenewed State, ze are ſaid 
to' be without flrenoth, Rom, 5.6. So that 
Grace 1sa new party, or Spiritual Power 
broughtinto the $02] tor Cliriit,to oppote 
{fin and 2ppear for God, 

2.1n Divine AffRances ; for every Chri- 
ſtian is weak or ſtrong as «fliſtcd, as God 
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'girds or looſens us the girdle of his Loins; 
whcre'ore we had need to keep in good 
terms with Chriit, rhart we fall nor under 
his wichdrawings of Gracious aids ſonced- 
ful, for our Spiritual Warfare 

4. Ja a carctul retainins the impreſſions 

of O-dinances. O! pray char God «ould 
Banpe! 1e[e glorious appro} 2ns of h1m- 
icelf on your minds 'thart you have ſyme- 
times here) and May Not ta C 18 ather [- 
mages to bow down unt- Ws che 1:mpreſ- 
 fion 0: theſe Ordinances of Fr! aud Sa- 
erament wear off, —_ _ are Weak as 9- 
tcrs. Peter had forgot Chriil S WOrK and 
| fo forgot himſelf (Late 22. 61 and h1s 
 M fer «: 20, Had Euah $ th: haghts been 1n- 
tent ON the word the Lord bath ſaid) and 
not diverted to ſenſual Morions, it had 
| been {ufficient to pur by all the paſſes Sa- 

; tan could make againſt her. 

O Chriſtians! be firſt ſound that ye may be 
Rrong, Job. 17.9.The way of the Lordis ſlrength 
owy torhewupright,: but the more a Hypocrite 
does in Reli-ong be is innardly the weaker, 
And for your cncoura tement, let never a 
ſound heart deipair of higher incatlrcs 
a0 OMMon atrainments ior your helps, 
213%. I he love of Chriſt,and hope of FHea- 
von, are greater than your hi dranet Can 
be. 

18. We ſay tilmcs of Troabic and great 

A/C 
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Afiictions,are trying times,ut I ſay Sacta> 
ment ſeafons ought to be trying times with 7 
us. Now 11 the trying ot the truth of Grace 
we muſt labour to find out the habirual 
temper and diſpolition of hearts, by rhe 
quality of their ACts. 1, If rhey be free: 
aud chearful, not conlirain'd, or ſuch as: 
we had rather not do, if we could help it, : 
ſal. 119. 108. 2, How ircquent oppor-! 
tunity offering, Pſa. 55. 17. 3. I borough; 
aud ſerious, elſe they prove reither habit! 
nor diſpoſition, Rom. 12.11. 4. We muſt 
ry the Soul by the afts, which make after 
the end as dciire and love to God, Chriſt 
and Heaven, and this is more than to try 
our hearts by the Acts that make after the 
means only, 

I know all gracious hearts would fain 
know their own finceritys 1 Ut 1s willing, if + 
fincere, to know all its ſin, Jeb 13.23. even ; 
the worſt of its own heart, to come to the 
light, that it may be macc manifelt to Its | 
ſeif, yea, had ratier al tne VWoria ſhould | 
know it, than ts roitennets ſtould be hid : 
from itſcif; it loves the molt diſcovering. 
Ocdinances beſt 3 but a Hypocrite had 
rather have a rotten Heart, than be 
ſearched ard repent. 2. It's willing to part 
with every {in it knows of it felt ; when 
! one is more willing to parr with a fin, ; 
[than to kcep it, thar piurs the Sol our of # 
x | dans 
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danger by it. 3. And then the beſt way to 
know our ſincerity in this parting with 
ftn, is by ſerious indeavours 1n the uſe of 
all appointed means to oppoſe fin, and 
carry 01 the ſpiritual Wartare againſtthe 
Body of Dearth 4. And is obtaining fome 
fucceſs and Vifttory. The Spirit of God 
_ 'repeat> thar prom ſe to all the ſeven Church- 
es of Ajia(to him that overcometh_ 0 £1, vin- 
centi, every ſincere Soul 1s in the way of 
overcoming,the honeſt uſe of means gives 
fome check to th- prevatiing of Jnzyuity ; 
where no Conflicting with fir, there can be 
no /inczrity, and every honeſt heart will be 
helped of God to ſome Pidfory; and what 
ever men make now of other Yidtorres,this 
is that which you will have only cauſe of 
triumph in at the laſt, as Palentinian the Em - 
perour ſaid on his Dearth-bed, That of all 
bis Victories, one only comforted him, and that 
was hs overcoming his own naughty heart. 

And that we may finiſh this Tryal we 
are upoanin examining of our (elves if we 
can fizd our ſins, and be humble } for them, 
{and j1dg our ſelves with a righteous Judgs 
\zent impartially and ſeverely, we may 
' warrantably partake of the Body and Blood 
< of ChriX in the Sacrament, tho we cannot 
diſcover our Grace: as we would ; For ſuch 
examination a5 ijjues in ſelſ-judging, hath the 

' promiſe of not being judged of the Lord for un- 

. SY worthy 
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worthy receiving, 1 Cor. 11. 28 31. Now 
our 1ins, which are the proper ca: ſe of 
Self judging,arc the object of Self-examin- 
ing, rather than our Graces, 

19. Rom 8. 3. Godiſendige bis own Son 
78 the likeneſs of Junful Flefh; | bl. } God's 
ſenaing is a great Miltery. Trs the Gran- 
dure ot Earthly Princes that their S:ibjeQs 
ſcnd to them ; and a wonder 1t Rebels 
have acceſs, if they come in the humbleſt 


manner; bur he ſeads to us, and ſends for | 


us that we may come an:: be pardoned, | 


» 
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coine and be ſaved. 2. He ſends ks Son, not+ 


an Angel, 1 John4.g. 3. in the ticlh he 
ſen.'s his Son, which 1s but grofs, in the 
ſtate of Beggar to bring zn the Blind ard the 
Lame. Aeb.2. 16. 4. In likeneſs of ſinful fleſby 


(as like a linner as mighr be, nor to be a... 


{10ner,that he might ſave us from our fins) 
7 6, With inirmities and necefhities that 


attend fſiyful man, that no eye could deſcern a | 
difference, Ia. 53 4. As the brazen Serpent | 
was like a Serpent, but had not the Ve-' 
nom of a S:rpenc. This Incarnation of | 
God is a Subject of the higheſt Admiration, | 


and fountain of rhe ſweeteſt Conſolation that 
the Worid affords.O! the wonder of God's 


coming down to man to be handled, ſeen and 


taſied of us 3 a contract even for the won- 


der of Angels, as the welfare of Man. O 


wonder of wonders ! thateyer it ſhould be | 


heard 
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heard in Heaven or on Earth, (Let oe of 
+xs become Man.) A Redeemer could never 
have ſuited our condition only 12 our Na- 
tare ; as Man, hs was too feeble to aſſure 
us, and as God on'y,too high to attratt us; 
{fo that our Ele& and Choſen one, hath a 
i Nature for our Comfort,and a Nature for 
| our Confidence. And now by Chritt's In- 
carnation, a nearer approach is made un- 
to us by the Divine Nature, than ever 
could have centred iro the Heart of Man 
to conceive: Som? ſay the Spiritual Glorife- 
ed Body of Chriſt. is the Medium of the Bza- 
tificial Viſion to Sain's and Angels above : 
That the God-head ſhines rhrough it, 11 
all its brightneſs,as the S141 ſhines chrough 
; clear Chrittal. And, iaitly, Wonder that 
' two Natures, QInfimtely diftant,; ſhould be 
' more intimately united than any thing in 
the World and vert without contuſton. 
The Fleſh of Chrit is th? Val Heb 10, 29, 
alluding ro the Templ-, where the Vail 
hid the »lory of the S11F-1mS$mndtxrum and 
gave entrance to its $5 45 we draw near 
by Chriſt's lacarnation, w'1ich rebates the 
edge of the Divin? Glory and Brightneſs, that 
Creatures may converſe without Terror: 
W ho can behold Gd or of Chriſt 2 And 
what cold we do wich 2 Chritt but in our 
Fleſh? How hoveful ro (Go co a Sayiout 
1a our Fleſh 2 This is the ſigh: this Ord 
ance 
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nance gives us of Chriit Tn our prepara- 
tions we are chicfly to lovk ro our Selves, 
to ſee wherner we have a rignt to Chril?, 
and be fit for him ; but in this Aftion we 
are chiefly ro look to Chriſt,and as a blind 
Man cannot look to tie Sun, ſhine it never 
ſo brightly, ſo cannot we, without Faith, 
look to Chriſt. Kun your Race with Patience, 
boking unto Jeſus, Heb. 12.1,2. They who 
would run well, muſt keep their Eye to 
Chriſt; and indeed: man- run nct well, | 
they look fo little to him 3 Some look back 
to the World, they're left behind, wit! 
Lot's W ite; others too much to diſcourage- 
ments and afhicuities. and too little to 
Chriſt and his Promiſes ; and ſome look 
to fin, and not to Chriſt. If che wounded 
Tfraelites had only lockt to their wounds, 
and not to the brazen Serpent,they had never 
been healed. But the Command ci Chriſt 
is .look unto me, and be ſaved, Quelt. What 
zs the well- diſpoſed eye for looking unto Zeſus;or 
rather, Who gets the right took of Jeſus in ſuc 
an Ordinance as this? Anf. 1. A difcerning- 
look, 2 Cor. 3. 16, many go fortn to Ordi- 
nances that know not whom they g9to 
ſee, Whom went ye forth for to ſee > Matt 11 7. 
few take up Chriſt in his Natures, Offices 
and Exccllencies, a King, a Savzour, a Phy- 
* fittan. a Peace- maker, &c. 
2.:Seek a tender look of Chriſt, to {oct 
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upon him whom you have prerced. and mourn, 
Zach. 12. 19. Song. 7. 4 Scek a beart-melt- 

ng look of Chrif, ſuch a one as he gave Pe- 
ter, Luke 22. Ol. 

2. Alove look, Song. 4 9g. Iſa. 17, 7,Lok 
upon him 1] you Love him 

4. A transforming look. 2 Cor, 3.18. look 
upon him till you be like him, in ſome meaſure 
here ; an4 long for that perfettly aſſumilating 
look, 1 Jona 3: 2. 

5-A lelf-danying and ſin-forſaking look 
of Chriſt, cxpretſed by going forth and be- 
holding him, Song 3.11. 

6. A ſtedtaſt look. Get a believing look 
of Jeſus here, that will make you follow 
your look when you are gone, fo as your 
bleſſed Jeſus may be more kepr in your 
eye in all your work,1n all your way ,ever 
running your race with patience, looking unts 
Jeſus, as ever you would hold out unto the end, 
and not be wearied a14 faint in your mind. 

20. Here come we to renew our Cove- 
nant. and rememver Chriit's Merit, and 
God's Mercy. 

4. What zs the Covenant we come to renen? 

Anſ. T he: ſame you entred into at Bap- 
tiſm,; to take God to be yo.r God, to ſub- 


,m1r your felt to his Laws for your Rule of 


Life, and to his Righceo1ſneſs for. your 
SaJvartion ; that you will Lyve him and 
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you from the dominion and damnation of fin; 
you'll ſtill ſtrive againſt its remainders 
through his grace and ſtrength in the uſe of 
all appointed means. | 

Qu. How are Covenants to be renewed? 
I. We mult look what ſad breaches have 

. been in this Covenant, fince it was laſt re- 
newed; how careleſs we have been of many 
dutics ; how unkind to Chriſt; with how 
Littie zeal for his Glory, and hatred of Sin 
hath he been ſerved ? 

2. When you have ſeen your Sore, re- 
pent and ſeek pardon, rcfolve on new o- 


bedience; if you know of any fin you pur- 
pole not to forſake, it's certain you come 
unworthily ; and your fin you can never , 
forſake till God ſhew you cauſe to hate! 
it ; and chen no man 1s willing to abide 


with whar he hates. 

3. It ought to humble us deeply, that no 
bounds (even molt ſacred) can hold us; and 
| that he 1s even mindful of his Covenants 
in giving out the mercics of it, and we fo 
unmindtul of performing the Duries of it. 

4. \We muſt make and renew Covenants itt 
Judgment (Hoſ.2.19.) with a right underſtand- 
ing of the Terms of the Covenant , even Chriſt 
J and you becoming mutually one anothers 
in a Marriage Covenant, now no more your 
own, but his, as bought with a great price: 
Read (and mm the Artzcles of the 


4 New 
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New Covenant frequently, for no wiſe man 
will Seal an Oblivation he knows not the 
Conditions uf. 

5. 't mult beexprefly with reſolution to 
break :vith ſtrange Lovers, 7oſh. 24. 23. 
Cords of Vanity, an Bonds of [iguity muſt be 


{ broken,and if reſolution be ri.hr, youll in- 
' ſtancly ſer about the Practice of what vou 
; intend, you will make haſte and not delay, Pal. 
\ I 19. 10. 


%y 


6. We muſt bind our ſeives ta the high- 
et manner ro obedience, even under the 
Curſe threatned upon our breaking, as well 
as expetting rhe Promiſe, if we keep it, Neb. 
12.29. There the Covenant was ſworn,and elſe- 
where written and ſeal'4, che 9.38. Sce alſo 
Tja. 44. 5. 

7, Renew your Covenant with carneſt de- 
ares to God for Grace to keep it, with 
humble acknowledgment of our own in- 
abilicy for any partof it, knowingthart rhe 


God we Covenant with mult pei form tne 


Promiſe of Grace, before we can perform 


our promile of Service, ſal, 115. 2. Hof. 
14, Rt 7ohr I3- 5: 

And above all, depend on Chriſt the ſurety 
of the Covenant by Faith, and imporgunate 
Prayer. that he ſee all may be made good 
on both han?s , that when he hath,by bis 
good Spirit, heiped thee to hearty endeavours 
and ſincere performances, thou maylt fcc oY 
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ſelf infinitely obliged to his £race and merit 
for covering the defects of thy beſt duttes, 
and pardoning all ſhort- comings, Pſal. 119. 
I22. Chriſt zs the ſurety of the Covenant for 
paying our Debt, and undertaking our Duty. 

&. What are the benefits of renewing Cove- 
nants? We ought to have them now in 
our Cye, 

1. Reart-eſtabliſhment, and cleaving ts God, 
called the Boud of the Covenant, Our unſtable 
fouls need engagements not to go back, We 
give up our heart to God intirely here, co 
perform duty, and avgid fin and ſnarzs ; and 
this, by God's bleſſing, becomes a means of 
fortifyang and fixing the heart. 

2. Keneming Couznants are of great ule to 
recover us out ot back{hainss, aiter which we 
are to put iertn the {aine atts again 10 Co- 
venant way.by clo{ing with Curiſt,which 
we acted and pur forth ar firſt converſton, 

3. Irsof great ule to revive our declin- 
ing delight in God, And certainly, it we 
make a coyenaurt with all cur heart as Aſa 
and Iſrael did. 2 Chr.15. 5. Its almoit 1m- 
poſſible not to rejoice 1n it, contidering the 
great ends and purpoſes it's made tor : and. 
the *Noble Perion, Chriſt, thar Plant of Re- 
nown we make it with; a Marriaze covenant 
mith the King's Son, a ncw WWedding-day, 10 
bringing back the Soul from 1ts /inful wan= 
dringsanto its firit Husband with whom ob 
2 muc 
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much better than with any elſewhere; 

21, Wecome bither proteffing our ſelves 
Chriſt's Diſciples, fitting at his Table, as they 
did that mght be was betrayed : whereby we 
ſay. we are his ſheep who hear hns Voice,receive 
his Grace,and follow hin:;yea.that we are his Spi- 
ritual Houſe, to offer up ſpiritu.il Sacrifice accep- 
table to God through Jeſus Chriſt. But yer 
Grace recetved had need to be ſtrengthened and 
' quickened, and therefore are we come. Had 
not Repentance and Humbling work need 
to be quickned and renewed by conlidering 
our {ins and miſerics > Faith, by Mcditat- 
ing on the Promiſes; Love, by the ſenſe of 
his merctes, even his tender-merctes 10 Chri$, 
we come to taZteof to day, and to pay the,, 
Tribute of Praiſe for beſtowing ſuch ſpe- 
cial favour apon us. Q! let us magnity 
that Mercy. thag-hath Redeemed us at fo 
dear a rate ; thAt all his humblings were to 
raiſe thee to HonoutFhis Sufferings to keep 
thee from Periſhing, 

All this tends to bring home our Hearts 
to him that hath bought them lodear Now 
Love hath no ſuch inceitive in all che 
World, as the Croſs of Chriſt, it grows out 
of it ; it lives 1a 1t, and we arc Criucified 
by it ro all other Lovers that would ſeduce 
us from the Loyalty we owe to our own 
Lord: Alas, what can theſe filly pretend- 
ers ſay 2 Were they Crucified for us + Hereby 

| |  pexcelye 


Lb [of] = 
' perceive we the Love of God (or ele weare 
very Blind) for he hath writ his Love z7 
capital letters on his croſs. laying down his 
Life for us when we were *'nemies (ſeek 
che world over for {uch Love, and it can- 
not be found.) New the very Publicans love 


thoſe that love them £ and will ye be worſe? * 


find ſhall oar love be fo fainr and Iuke- 
warm, when his is ſo f1ming 2nd paſhon- 


ate: Look up to him that can warm :hy ; 


heart at his own Table with b1s ſacred Fire, 


| And now, when Lovetayour Lord be- 


ginsto revive, think what Luft you har- 


boured laſt.and this is the time to get above” 


1c, yeaz to Kill and Crucify it, tho it hath 
' been rampant and raging, hitherto deſpil- 
ing all oppoſition ; offer it now as a Sacrifice 
to him who was a burnt Offering for thee. 


Shall cver fin, that ſlew the dear Husband, 


becomes the I7ifes Darling If ever you 
think of dwellins with Chriſt, give it a Di- 
worce, and that the rather, your Lord hath 


drawn the Bill wich his own hand. (47 ye 


; 


that Love the Lord, hate evil) Love Chrift and 


hate Sin are the two great Icons this Ord: - 
zance teacheth. Love Chriſt thar ſuffered 
for you, and hate fin thar ew him. Now 
herehe is who dfrended,che fame allo who 
afended;tollow him thichec;hur while ere, 
look to. the Grove where he lay, and then to 
tac bigher Honſe he was taken into above; 
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and leave: not off looking for him, till he 
come again. 

22. tzere are we come to our great Phyſitian 
of Souls, And among our many Diſealcs we 
had need to leek car? of theſe two, viz. 
Chriſtians faint-hear tedneſs in ſufferinzs, and 
© dead-beartedn?fs .in Duiics, Now a look of 
Chriit would cure both, VV nat is the rea- 
ſon Chriſtians taint under Syfferinos, bur 

becauſe they mind not their ſufferiao Tor d, 
who endured all fo patiently V.OVercame all 
ſo powerfully, and hath Sanctificd all ſo 
comfortably ro us ? Conſider him leſt you 
grow weary and faint in your mind; that 
1s the Remedy preſcribed ; and to we are 
dead hearted and formal in Dutics.becauſe 
we conlider not Chriſt that is to come with 
Salvation at the la, It's his fir&# coming to 
ſuffer maſt ſweeten our Sufferings ; and his 
laſt coming with Salvation that muſt quicken us 
to Duttes ; look more tothe recompence of 
reward, for eirdizo your Loins to the word of 
Go, d, Iſa. 35. 33 4 And that you may meer 
wich lometiung Lat may do you good a- 
midſt the wav<erinos of an un fetled mind, 

labour to fix ſomcehing on thy thoughts 
that may he elp to fiay thy mind on God ; 
ſuch a principie as ihis; men cannot make 
me milerable,nor the world make ne hap- 

py ; my true milery is my fin bouud up, 

and a hard unbroken Heart for iz. My hap- 

pineſs 
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pineſs is not my thriving in Health and 
Wealth.buor my intereſt in rhe Covenant, 
an partaxing of tne Divine Nature, Let 
thy hearc be breathing how bappy ſhould 
] go hone, ir | migne be but more Holy, 
and live more to the honour 05 my Lord, 
ad be in tome berrer condition for his bleſſ- 
ed Service?! Hath not God fiidyBebold, I will 
make a new thins on the Larth? How many 
{uch new things hath he doneon the earth, 
as to give us all new hearts and new thoughts 
of the ti1ings ot God ro Day : Our Lord tis 
ſaving to linners, Mind your Souls, and maj: 
much of my Salvation : Tour Souls are precous, 
and my Salvation zs great ;, and if ever your Souls 
enjoy my Salvation hereafter, they muſt be ſet a 
longing after it now, Plal, i19. 81. Negle&t 
it not for it colt him dear; and if you mits 
of it, it will coſt you dear ; For hw {ha!l pe 
efcape, if we neglect ſo great Salvation? 

23. There be three thinzs that com- 
mend Chriſt moſt unto any 222. His per- 
fonal excellencies, his uſefuinets and his 
love. As for the laſt, love lies atthe bot- 
tom of the whole work of our Redemprti- 
on. The midit tnercof paved with love 
for the daughters of 7ervſalem. Song. 3.10, 

Ve have the Farther joving hisSon ior 
laying down his life for us, Fob. 10.17,and 
and ſhall not we love him for ic? And 
as the Father loves the Son ſor this love to 
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1 
us, ſo he loveth us for loving his Son, 70bre 
T6. 27, the firlt pleads for our love tothe 
Father in loving the Son for our ſake in 
the underraking of our Redemprion ; the 
other pleads for our love to Chriſt, tince 
our loving of the %o0n commends us to the 
Fathers love. O unhcard of wonders of 
divine love ? That as the Father Joverh 
the Ele in Chriſt, and for Chriſt, ſo he 
ſhould ſeem to love him for our ſake. be- 
ing ſo forward in our caulc to ſuffer for us 
and fave us from our tins. It, this love, 
thatthis ordinance brings to remembrance, 
Vou ſee it 18 a fealt of love and love muſt 
keep the teat, or all is nothing : for the 
unparralleled pattern and fpring of all 
love is here repreſentcd ro the I:fe ; believe 
his love, and let him have love again;yo!: 
may weil believe it, for he that loved us 
ſo as to lay down his Itfe for us when 
eacmies, how wil! he d{ohH19nt in us wicn 
w2'iked in his blood, and renewed to {1's 
Iikeneſs? and 1tChriſt have his due he witl 
3ave love again : And it trac love, 1t 1009's 
et ſve him, and can deny it felf ro plca'c 
him, it will defire to know his will and 
delight to do ic. We mutt prove our Jove 
25 our Lord did his, Jobs,14.31, A foul it 
love with Chriſt reckons hun chictly wor- 
thy of his dove, cndeavours the neareft 
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ter him. Hence ſpring Langour and melt:. 
ing to enjoy him and receive his impreſſi; 
ons, reſignment of will to him and a con= 
cern tor his intercſts. 

Love the Lord all his Sants,for he keep- 
eth their ſouls. Love him once,and all he 
{faith and doth will be more acccptable to 
you ; and all that you do in love will be 
plealing to nim. Love him and you will 
be loath toofiend kim, cetirous to picale 
him and fſatisficd in lis love. 1 ove God 


and you are ſure of love again, Prov. 8.17. 


Now that you may love him,contempiare 
his goodneſs, and ſee him in the face of 
Chritt, and behold his love in the deſign 
of our Redemption, in the perſon of our 
Redcemer, in the promiles ot grace and in 
all che benefits of Re demption. Yea it you 
would love him, look to the 1in he hath 
pardoned. Ink. 7. 47, the ipots he hath 
waſted, the Covenart he hath made, the 
Adoption be nath beſtowcd, the Heil he 
Harh redccmed you trom, the Heaven he 


bath appointed and prepared for you. And _/ 


now vet tome further preparations for 
him and ittroo, ky loving him bettcr and 
toathing your telves more. We mightall 


love God morc, ifwe couid Jove our ſelves, 
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ypoid of Love to him ? 
24+ Herc have we our gracious Redeem- 
er with died garinents, glorious in his ap- 
parel, travelling 'in the greatne's ot his 
ſtrength, ſtaining his raimenr wich the 
blood ot his enemies and ours. trading the 
wine preſs 0: Gods wrath alone, mighty | 
to ſave, ready to pardon, This ordinance | 
of the ſupper ves us the beſt occaiion of | 
airing our ſelves int he tweet and ſpati- 
ous field of our ! ords (ufferines, And we 
cannot be good Chriſtians, if we do not 
harrily imbrace the opportunities the Goſ- 
el gives us of calling his Croſs to remem- 
Ch: The bent of every believers mind 
ſtands this way, elſe how can we be aid 
to live by the faith ofthe ſon of God who 
gave himſelf for us? And it we be not ied 
| by a natural complacency to converſe 
with a crucified Savwur, how dwelleth the 
Love of Gad in us? Or how can we clear 
an intereſt in his Death for us > Hath he 
the heart of a Chriſtian that cares nor to 
meditate on the death of Chriſt 7 Did the 
Apoltie bear always about the dying of 
the Lord in his body. and ſhould not we do | 
the ſame in our hearts? | 
Now fince our great buſineſs here is a- 
bout Chriſt cructhed ler us enquire a little 
whar doth the Lord require of us. The 
UN 
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' fam of all is in three words. Behold 
| me: Receive mc and Walk in me. Firſt, 
obſcrve how that great Goſpcl- invitation 
of ihe Gentiles 1a. G5. 1, 15- Is doubled. 
Behold me, Behold me. 1. Toſhew how 
ſerious a ſuiter Chriſt is for our ſouls, 2.to 
ſhew our natural averinel(s from looking 
unto Chriſt. 3. To ſhew how much ofa 
Chriſtians work lies in looking unto Chriſt. 
4. To take in and comprehend all kinds of 
people and ſorts of ſinners, 5. Io hold 
out the delettably varicty of [weet Sights 
a ſoul may have of Chriit in his Natures, 
Perſon,Offices,andExccl'enciesandilieful- 
nels. G6. Totcach that tho' the firſt look of 
Chriſt ſhould nor pleaſe, yer ro look again 
and not to Icave looking rill we can find 
ſomething in Chriſt to ailure us. Secondly 
Receive me,relt in me and build upon me. 
Receive him raat is come fo far to you and 
ſuffered ſo much for you. Wanen I was a- 
bundantly well with my Father alwaysre: 
joycing betore i1im, 2nd was daily his de- 
lighc, yet my dclights were with the ſons 
ot men. And down came Ito be cloathed. 
| with yourfleth (a couric garment for the 
Lord of Glory to go 1 tat in your na-, 
tare | might bear your carte and dy the -* 
death you deſerved toLy, and to redeem 
you from tinat miſery you muſt have 
groancd under {or ever. And ſhould ſuch 
a Com- 
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a Comer not be welcome, Be ſummon- 
ing up all the powers of your ſouls to give 
him the haſtieſt Reception. 

Laſtly,as you have received him ſo walk 
12 him by a conſtant depending on him, 
drawing vertue from him and keeping 
Communion with him ; yea farther we | 
arc to walk in Chriſt as we have received 
him 2. e. with che ſame freſhneſs of aftecti- 
ons, bent of wil}, ſatisfaQtion in him, and 
obſcquiouſneſs to him, daily rcpcating 
that conſent and renewing that Covenant 
we made at firſt with him. Thus are we 
to behold him with an eye of taith,reccive 
hum with a hand of faith.,and walk in him 
by a life of faith; and ſo ſhall we have the 
bleſſed end of our faith, the ſalyation of 
our fouls. 

25, TheſanQuary of the Lord may be 
profaned by us when we little think of it. 
The trueſt notion of profanenels is a con- 
rempt of ſacred things, Heb. 12.16. Now 
we thew our contempr of them, not oniy 
16 keeping far from the things of Chriſt 
and ſalvation, but by ſcrring about them 
with an ordinary and common frame, 
carcicls in preparing to mcet our God in 
them, with a broken heart, becom- 
ing beſt an ordinance' that ſhews forth 


a broken Chriſt for us. y 


- 
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In common providences we cannot 
know love or hatred by all that is before 
us, But here is ſomething before us where- 
by we may ſee Gods love to our ſouls and 
his hatred to our fins. It we could by this 


Sight be ſtirred up to hate our vile luſts : 


and love our dear Saviour more, then 
were we fit guelts for the table of the Lord. 
Let us not look off this precious atton- 
ment here repreſented, till our hearts be 
turned againſt the fins that pur our Lord 
to all the pain and ſhame he ſuficred for 
them. Let never any of us love our ſelyes 
till we can heartily loath our fclves for {in 
and then Chriſt will love us and delight 
in us. Next to our conſidering what f1ghts 
ſhall we have of Chriſt, our thoughts 
ſhould be taken up with whar a {tight is he 
like to have of us. We come hither to 
ſee Chrilt. And be ſure the Kins comes in 
ro ſee his gueſts., if there be ever a one that 
wants the wedding garment. Ihe beſt 
ſight Chriſt could {ce of ns here, were to 
ſee us, as once he, ſaw Naihanmel fitting un- 


der thc fig-rree,an {ſraelite indecd in whom 


1s no guile. 7oþ.1,47.48. Or as orice he ſaw 
Mary (and ſo taken with that fight that he 
points her out tor others to ſce. Luz. 7. 44.) 
weeping for {in and exceeding all the com- 
pany in ſhewing love ro Chriſt. As the 
people woyld not cat till Samuel! the Pro 
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phet came'to bleſsrhe ſacrifice unto them, 
1 Samuel c. 13 We can have no better 
proof ofour High Prieſt's coming and bleſ- 
fing a Sacrament unto us, than to be found 
with Mary at Chriſt's Feet in Penittenti:l Tears 
of Love towards our Pardoning Redeemer. Bur 
alas ! how dead lye we by the Ark of the 
Lord. as is ſaid of Uzzab, 2. Sam. 6,7. whom 
God ſlruck in his Anger with Death, for 
prong touch of the Ark at a Time? Here wa: 
God's ſeverity ſkewed on a Man who ni-ant 
well, butgave the Ark a touch that ne ſhouid 
not : Now what wonder of God s Patience 
1s it that ſome remarkable 7udzsments arc 
not more frequently upon us for our vnten- 
der touching of his moſt Holy things on Earth ? 
How often take we, and ronch we the Bo - 
dy of Chriſt with hard Hearts and unclean hands? 
! fer us lamcnt over our inſenſible Sou's, 
and fay with David, rill better prepared, 
How ſhall the Ark of the Lord cone 19 me, 
2 Sam, G. 9. 

26. Luke 23.48, And all the people that came 
together to that ftaht, ſmote ther breaſts and re- 
turned. T hat fighr ! that ſtrange fight ! thar 
fight of Chriſt on th- Crois. Bleedins and 
Dying, ſuch another fight was never ſeen 
inthe World, Creatures Mardering thcir 
Creator ; The Church of Go', purchafed 
with his own Blood - no wonder then all the 


people returned amazed. They {more their 
—_—_ | Breaſts, 
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Breaſts.O! that it 


77 
might break our hearts; 
for that is the neart-attcAin; ſight we come 
ro ſee thi- day. O! the Heart- humbling 
{fight of Chriſt s Sufferings; the Son of God . 
ſuffering for the {tn of Man And as the 
De:tn of Chriſt is held out as the moſt 
wond rfiil Object, « that /tght!) (o is it re- 
commended to us as the moſt excellent 
Sbjct ro be Diſcoirried of, not only as it 
was tne great Subject of the great Apoitles 
Preaching, I Cor, 2. 2. but as it is the only 
Subject mentioned of Con/2r2nce between 
Chriſt, Moſes and Eltizs, Luke 9, 3o, ii. A 
Sahje& mott werthy of the moſt excellent 
perſons that can appear on Zarth. And our 
Saviour recommends the {ayings of his Suf- 
ferings to 4 deeper impreſſion oa their Hearts, 
than all the Miracles he wrought to their amaye- 
ment who behell them, Luke g. 43.44, Now 
if Wiſdom hath furni:ed her Tavle with 
the repreſentation of fo rare a thing, yea, with 
the Bread of Lif: from Heaven, and the Cup of 
Salvation, even the Cup of the New Teſtament 
Chri's Blood ; let not ſo rich a repait be 
received as a common thing. Our bleiſed 
Lord comes not with an empry oficr, but 
a full-hand and-a free-heart to confer all his 
benefits and purchafes;the diſpiſing of which 
by continued unbelicf will be the worlds 
greate't condemnation, Ir was charged on 
the Iſraelites as the great AVAcICS of 
| Cheir 
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cheir ſin, that they provoked God at the 
red ſea, even at the red ſea ; the place 
where their miraculous ſalvation was 
wrought : But how will it aggravate our 
{in to provoke God with a,hard unpre- 
pared heart at the red Sea of his precious 
blood here repreſented, by which we arc 
Redcemed. Let us never be friends with 
our own hearts, till we can love our Savi- 
our bet cr and hate our {in more, If Na- 
#1aan when cured of his Leproſy went away 
re{olved to ſerve no other God but the God 
of Iſrael ; what ſhould we do whom Chriit 
hath cured of many f:r more deſperatc 
and dangerous diſeaſes ? Labour to be that 
ground which drinkcth in the rain which 
cometh upon it, and brings forth herbs 
meet for him that dreſteth, and receiver 
blefling from God, Heb. 6, 7. Now wha: 
rain comparable to a ſhowre of Chriſts 


Þþlood in a ſacrament? Where we either 


receive great bleſſing, or are brought nigh 


[i 


unto curſing. 

27, The Perfians had a Feltival day 
in the year they called Vinorum interitum, 
whereon they ſlew all Serpents and Yene- 
mous Creatures : And ſuffered them to 
ſwarm till that day of year came about 
again, It's ro be feared ſome do lo at 1a- 
crament times who by ſome Contcſiions 
and formal humblings think co clear old 
BE, SCOTEsS | 
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Scores and then go away and take onnew 
ones; bur if fo ſuch may look the un- 
clean ſpirit will return with 7 worfe and 
take a lironger Pofleſfion than he had tor- 
merly. And {inners muſt know their Con- 
feſhons and khumblings are hypocritical 
if one Luſt, or known fin be letr. As 
fam. 10 11.) Samuel (aid to Zefjjeaare here all 
thy Children? So when we leave fome lins, 
Chriſt ſays are here all: 7j- anfwered, 
There was one more ; fays Samuel ll that 
one come 1 will not jit down So lavs © irift as 
long as there is one be' ind 1 will not fic 
down with thee, fit wiere thou wiit, Irs 
dangerousto boalt with the moral young 
Man in the Goſpel, / have done this and toe 
ther thing, and yet one thing be lacking. To 
have our door lock t up ſtill, ro Keep Chrij# 
| and ſalvation out, as a Covetous heart tor the 
| world, a ſenſual heart tor the jleſh, a proud 
heart for the Devil will marr all, cannor 
be fir for heaven (if the door were open 
would not go in) where nofue/ tor ſucha 
lyſt. And thercfore let us make a diligent 
\ ſearch and rake great care ere you come to 
' ranſack well all the corners of a deceit= 
| ful heart, and cruely repent of all fin, »:z. 
when our ſorrow ſprings trom the root, and 
are aff-ed with rhe 1ced of al /in,cven cur 
corrupt nature and inclinations : and when we 
repent of all known jung = te common account 


of 
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of ſin. ascontrary to Gods holy Law and Nas 
ture. And tho the heart be not always atte- 
ed with a high degree of forrow inten- 
ſively, yet is Repentance true, it it. be ap- 
pretiative, accounting ſin the only thing to be 
forrowed for ; and 1: we beditplcaled wich 
our lcives, that the heart is not an{werable 
to our light and convictions, in the exerciſe of 
Repentance. And think not that a!l your ſor- 
row for j11, without Faith in God through Chriſt, 
wili ſuifice. The weeping eye muſt look 
upan Chriſt ,yhom thou haſt pierced with thy /in, 
We muſt look for a// good trom him againlt 
whom we have ſinned, take up our reſt in 
him ; and it's faith and hope in God muſt pu- 
rify our heart for him, make our ſoul deſpiſe 
the world, deſire h?aven,loath ſelf, love theLord, 
and venture all on a word of promiſe, truſting 
God with all the moſt dangerous iike events of 
providence, and conſequences of duty, 

28. I wothings had need be minded a- 
bour this buſineſs, viz, to prepare duigently ;, 
Take pains with a dull beart, cleanſe a pol- 
luted ſou! . compolie a diſtracted mid. Conftt- 
der ſo grear a preſence, and lift up thy 
. heart for a bleſſing cre thou cart. knowing * 
' that even the beſt partake unworthily if h1s 
\ Graces benorexcited and excrci ed. Þuta- 
"vain, beware of reſting on preparations; for nc - 
ver more unfit than when proud of fitneſs, 
like poor children that grow proud of be- - 

| ing 
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ing a little finer than ordinary; but conſi- 
dering how tar (tort of what God requires 
and Chriſt detcrves, there 1s caule of hum- 
bling. Never arc we mere fit than when bum- 
bled under,aod aſhamed of unfitnejs.it aſhamed 
of our ſelves, we are molt like to have a ſight 
of himſelf, Exek.43.11.And at our beſt there 
will {till be room lctt for {{:34<2ah's prayer, 
2 Chron. 30.18.19. The £0od Lord fardon eve- 
ry one that prepareth hrs heart to feck God, the 
Lord God of hrs Fathers, tho he be not cleanſed 
according to the purification of the SanitFuay * 


Burt beware of abuſing Ged's Grace, in al-\ 


lowing or regarding in your heart any ſin 
you leek pardon of with your Lips.Seck to 


be ſanQtified wholiy,and getoi God no lefs 
than his own utlewance, of a-new heart and da 


new ſpirit ;, for God will not put b1swew wine + 


?nto your old battles, nor his precious Liquors 
into unclean Vejjzls, bur his ſecret is with them 


that fear him, and he will ſhew them hzs cgue-. 


nant. Senſaal heartsthat favour nothing bur 
of the world,cannor feed here on Chriſt,and 
eat of the bilden Manna. For the carnal mind 
can neither be ſubj:& ro tac Law of God, 
or fair the Golpel of Chriit, 

And here being high ſet, Ict us labour to 
be fuch as may be well ſerved with the beſt. 
Now to perform high duties upon low mo- 
t2ves, argues a heart full of fleſh, The Nobleſe 
Mectives to Duties are to be found in God, ci- 
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pecially as revealed in Chriſt. And unto the 
ſervice of this -—_ Lord ſhould we be engag- 
ing all that ws within us, tor he is worthy for 
whom we tDoutd do it. 

Bur it any be queſtionin? 17 ſo great a 
Majeity will | 2720 HAN We eng: hut will God 
in vory deed dwell with men? Y e:, he will Ta- 
berngle it with man. And if any come h [ther 
fenithic of {in.and with a broken heart for 1t5 
and we a reſo!ved to brcaK 2Way FOm fin, 

and ai! rhat may hinder this pappy mer ting, 
he will nor fail ro mect yo.1y/ yea, todwel! 
with you too, 1Ja. 57. Ty. 

Again, mult you meet with him, and 
cannot be refuſed this Kequeit, whatever 
he ſay you aay inf Idarc promile fuch a 
ſoul a meeting ins days if With Zaco- VOu Cati- 

\_ not be conteared to go without him. 
/ And yet ag210. baft thou fhat chy Eyes 
on all prefaraions ang per formanCcesgas Mcdia- 
_ ors in the mceting, and #1: ed them on 
- Chriſt for meric and me rcy, tacn will he 
 comeand cominune Over Tie mercy-teat 
' and no where elſe. 
> Ifchou belt to addiftcd to his fellowſhip 
"as no oy 1s to thoſe banquets [Ja, G4. 5. 
Andiif trong deſires from fervent loye can 
. be maintaincd there 18a viſit a coming Hof, 
6. 3:9012:"2, 5, 9. 
29: - I he ie of this Ordinance of rhe 


Lords laſt ſupper is the ſame with ſome 
Pſalms 
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P/alms, To bring to remembrance. Chriſt 
is here to be remembred in his death ar 
the beſt advantage for his love to finners ; 
and whereFaith is beſt accommodated with an 
objefF to feed upon,above wiat all the earth 
can afford it, Chriſt crucified is the great 
dofrine of the Gofel, and the great fight 
in this ordinance. It's 2 dying Chriſt we come 
here to remember ;, which hath ſomething 
in !t beyond all his life in doctrine, miracles 
and obedience. And this memorial 18 ap- 
pointed to be kept up of !11in, till he come 
again ;not that afterward he ſhali be more 
forgotten ; but that there will then need no 
fuch help roremember, when we itall be ever 
with the Lord and Immediately behold him. 
Bur.ciil we come to ſee him as he 1s,we can 
have no hetter ſight of him than rhro' the 
laſs of this ordinance we have now at our 
eyc. For here are we under rhe 2zew Of a 
pierced Lord Fetus,to mourn and rejoyce to be- 
lieve and love ; for no other ordznance 
can give fo fair an oceaſton to eXercite a 
Goſpel grace 5t once, as this does. For here 
nave we mttter of mourning 11 Our Cyc for 
ſ19 that ſacrifced onr high pref himſelf. 
And noſmalj matter of Joy in God through 
Feſus Chriſt by whom we have reccived the 
attonement; and tiicn ict tis /00 on our luffer- 
ing Lord and believe in that ſacrifice offer- 
cd for Grace and veace. And love him that 
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bh loved you and waſh: -d you in his own 
lood,fo rhe Capital Graces (1n ſtead of the 
four Cardinal Ver. ues) may all here be moſt 
eminently imployed andexzerted, And how can 
/ we partake but unrorthily if we negleCt the 
. exerciſe of graces in and about the Aion ? 
And no Wander e then one guilt draw one 
another, viz. We exercije not Grace in the 
Attion it we negleded to prejarc for it be- 
fore our coming hither. And let no Chrijl:- 
an think, that our exammag fur all will 
{erve. no. at CVEry a proach be tceiny how 
it 1S Wit! _ h 11 Cari! tzbow lively {trong 
and well grown {1.ce lalt occaſion of Jook- 

1ngon —_ Redeemer 1n tis Ordinance. 
30. 5 This is the niolt folemn memorial of Chriſt 
crucafed, that his Church oz Zarth is blefſed | 
With. Now it is appointcd tor remembring of 
Chriſt ; implies, 1. That for alt Chriſt path done 
for us yet hzs people are aft to forget him. (Toat 
Chriſt 7s careful to he elp bzs peopie's weaknefs. 
3. That there zs tiat in Chriſt's acath winch rs 
worthy of a þ: TPetuat remembrance. 4. Ii points 
out the eaſy .oke of Chriſt, aad reaſonable ſervice 
of Chriſtanity,that for all hrs c death and purchaſe 
"0 enaures but a thaukſul remembrance of what 
72 bath done? jor tas Elect. Bo. 1 ſpeat. © the de- 
are of Chriſt ty be in his peoples thoug'ts, and 
ſhems bow much bis de 'i_fts are with the ſons of 
men flill 6, It jherws forgetiers of Chri can be 
none of Its Diſcipies : and that no frame can fit 
I-25 


"i 


| C85] 

this ordinance without heart affefing thoughts 
of our bleſſed Redeemer. Think never ſo much\ 
of fin and duties and of all other divine truths, if 
you think not much on your ſufferins Saviour you 
anſwer not the end of this ordinance. 7. That if 
you can by the help of this ordinance, keep up a 
due remembrance of Chriſt here.you ſhall not need 
to fear for getting of him h-reafter where we ſhall 
for ever lock this Lamb of God #n the face: 

Qu. MFhat are we to remember of Chris 
death in this Ordinance. 

Anſ. t. ! he bitter Agonics and bloody 
Paſſions of his Death, How pained,prerced, 
buffeted. reviled, tempied, betrayed, demed. de- 
ſerted by his own Deſciples,and which 1s more 
than all, bruiſed and forſaken of bis Heavenly 
Father. And who can declare the ſufferings 
that he endur | in his generation ? 

2. The unſpeakable patience with which 
he ſuffered all; when his Enemies, like Lions 
roaring upon him ; he, as a Lamb opened 
not his Mouth. W hen vou are affuded,re-_, 
member your Lord, and jcarn Patience. 

3. And how willingly and chearfully-did 
he undergoall. It was written of him, / wi/ 
delight io do thy will, O God ! and that in the 
work of our Redemption as a Sacrifice for us, 
as appears from Pſal. 40 9.7,8. with what 
wonderful defire did our Bl:ſſed Lird run 
this race that was fet beiore him! enduring 
the Groſs, and deſpiſing the (hame, fer the Toy 
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that was ſet before him ;, and this Joy was to 
fave us from Per iſhing. O! that he ſhould | 
"more rejoice in our ſufferings, thail we 1n 
his Salvaizon, 
4.Remember rheſic ſuffer ing wereall ex- 
Ptatory for our Sins, otherwi.c all our re- 
membrances would want Lite For our tranſ- 
greſſums was he wounded, aid the chaſiiſement 
of our peace was laid on him, 
5. Remember who ir was that ſuffered 0 211 
this for us. W ho, but the Led s Glory de- 
feending from bes Throne of Giory and debajing 
himſelf to the memef condition imaginable. O! 
fce what a Throne he ſtepp:d from into ti 
Towelt poſture of {intal likcncls,ro become 
our ſurcty, and make fatis{action to juſtice. 
G. Remember the I. OVC tliart Jay at the 
botiom of all, for nothin g hue D Divine Love 
and 2 Created Kindnefs coald take us UP, 39d 
Wall us 10 bis prectons Dloods Wie We 
Tay pt tare in our Blood and Gore. Re- 
menber i [12t oz ? MUFC ti 47 LV-1:46, 
Di. fox Hol Chrit's Death be rgmenred, py 
H wh rent cemly , with broken, biced- 
» Hearts for tin fins: chat Pierced. h'm, 
2 Sincerely an reall,, not © onward 
NEarance onl-+,by ſering at rs Tee Ma- 
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4+ Moſt joyfully glorying :n nothing but 
the Ovoſs of Chridt, by winich we are recon= 
ciled ro God and mortificd to the world. 

5. Moſt thankfully with a praiſeful irame 
of heart, pſ T%I5 

6. Maintain it with ſeme conſlancy.Be remem- 
brin; Chriſt not on. y till you come hither a- 
gain, but until the Lord come again to fetch you 
to himſelf. 

31 As the Lord will mare liberally ler 
out his Lovein this Ordinance to the broken 
hearted believer, than in any other; ſo muſt 
the abuſcrof ir by a common carnal Came 
look for Chriſt's avenging himfelt more 
ſeverely for tnis abulcrhan any other. F-r, 
faith Bernard, Tn huc ſacro non ſolum aiigua 
gratia, fed ille in gue omnis gratia. One of 
God s greateſt g grounds of Controverſy with 
his own,l am apt tO Cit Kyi is unworthy and 
unſuitabl: fitting down with the Lord at this Tas 
ble. The Papilts have che Ordinance un- 
fultabic ta Inſtitution, and all,as we, have 
(COMMWNICANs unſtable to the Ordinance. | 

V\ Hereiorc, ;ioftcad of coming hither to- 
meet the Lord, it's ro bc feared rhe Lord 
mai merct fome with that 'artling gueſtt- 
on, Friend. how caſt thou mm hither, no ha- 
wing the Wedding Garment ? winch may £ct- 
ther firike rhe ſinner with aſton] ifhing (+ | 
icnce, or (it C-nicience {peak its Own Jan- 
SUSE) PUT IG £118 rcmbling anſwer, Kew 
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came T hither  Wretch that 1 am, I came ruſh» 
#ng unduly upon ſo ſacred a ſervice.compaſſing thy 
Altar with unwaſhen hands, and an unbroke; 
heart ,-T was bo!d to come without any ſelf-exa- 
mination, humiliation, or pre- meditation of what 
7s before me. 1 came hither mith no more remorſe 
for [tn.nor ſerins thoughts of Chriſt than I uſe 
to have at 0 common Table. I came as careleſs 
and uucouc-rned about Chriſt, or my own heart, 
. as if it had been the Table of an Tdol, that could 
 netther ſee nor under iand. I came as Tuſe to do 
: about other buſineſs. with a woridly,carnal, cove- 
tors, proud and ſenſual heart, T hen, bind him 
hand and foot and throw him into utter darkneſs, 
will be his Doom, and all fich impudent 
bold comers, who di'cern not the Lord's body, 
and have no fitneſs for this ſpiritual Banquet, 
For the hypocrite; that looks no higher than 
to have aName to live,hath the Serpents curſe, 
even in Sacraments and beſt duties,nort Chriſt 
but duſt does he eat. 

Little do many think what account they 
have to g1VE of eating and drinking at the Ta- 
ble of the Lord, Under the Law, Exod 12.4. 
every,man, according to his eati1g,was to 
make his account for the Lamb ; fo much} 
more under the Goſpel], at Chriſt's boly Ta- 
ble, every ſoul ſhall account according to 
Ris eating, hor, with what ſrame and fruit he 
dd eat there? There is a greater reckoning 
on this ſcore than many dream of: It may 
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be ſaid of many eaters here as of thoſe ea- 
ters in Gen.4.1.21, when the Lean Kine had 
eaten up the_Fat ones, 1t could not be known 
chey nad carcn themybeing ft111 ſoull-favou- 
red as at the beginning. Alas! can it be ſeen 
a while hence by the moſt diſcerning eye, that 


o 


we did cat this day with Chrif? . 
32. Gen.24 32. And there was meat ſet be- 
fore Abraham's Servant, but he ſaid, 1 will not 
eat il T have told mine errand. So hath God 
fer meat before you here, but I think you 
are ail willing to forbcear rill 7 have ſpoken 
my word, as it 1s in the Hebrew there, And 
now all your eyes ſhould be upwards that 
the great Maſter of the Feaſt ſhould direCt 
a 11:ht word unto you, even a word upon the 
Fiheels. T he werd I have to ſpeak at pre- 
ſcent 15 that precious 1aying of our blefſed 
Saviour concerning himfeit, 70h.6.35.4am 
the bread of life. to underjiand and believerhis 
word ! That the bread of God zs he that cometh 
down from heaven, and giveth life unto the 
world, v. 33, Now the Manna {ſrael had, 
was a I ypc of our heavenly breadywhich they 
gathered nut when it (rſt fell; and they miſt nct 
hat 1t was until Mo/es told them, ft was the 
bread of God g1v2n them from heaven; and then 
they gathered, xod 16.15,17.90 will no man 
care to medaje with Chriſt til they Knew 
n:m to be bread to their ſou's, given them frem 
heaven jor eternal Life. And every man Ganner- 
ett 


[90 ] 
ed the Manna according to hrs eatino.y.18.no- 

thing over or under,So indeed there i is No- 
rhing here bur for ; our cating , all is Joſt 
viu feed not on, your time, your pains, thrs 
bread, this wine, the truths you hear,the things 
you ſee, the pr eparatians both you and we make, 

is all loſt, it there be no feeding on ths bread 
of Life. The whole( Apparatus )Attion 1s loſt, 

and all rhat belongs to it, which comes not 
up to fc _—_ and refreſhing ; Viz. if Graces be 


/ not guickned,Corruptions weakned,hearts warmn- 


ed, minds enlizhtned. wills renewzd, life reform- 


\ ed, fouls ſanfiified, and ſin pardoned. 


Bur while you hear of eating Chriſt s fleſt 
and drinking his bloo4,and making food of Chriſt 
2 this Ordinance, we miſt abhor _ orofs 
and literal underſtanding of this, with Ca- 
pernaits of Old and Papiſts of Jate,contrary 
to Chriſt's true meaning, and his own in- 
retrpretation of believing in him,v 47. and my 

words ave ſpirit, V. 63, $9 chat all mult bc 
underſtood ſpiritually,and done in Faith. 

Fhen there is a [7 eding here by faith on 
C9119, 1.,when the foul finds reſt in himzas 
it cou)d never do in ſe!fgor ary other, now 
being come to Chriſt finds ref in him, and 
ſees its laf-ty by buildins on theRoch « 2 when 
refreſhed with rhe lively hopes of the ur rcha- 
fed pojefrns 3. waen it receives ſpiritual 
ſirength ror ſervice, and. his Leve cirds Us 
boyns $ 4 when his ſenſible preſence —_— 
Farr 
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zlad the ſoul : 5. when ſig/ts of Chriſt mortifies 
the mind to the world; then feeds the Chriſtian 
by faith on Chriſt. 

33. Chriſt ſaich tronone, eat and drink 
and his heart is not with them, Nay this 
is the bread oi him that hath an evil eye, 
we are torbid to cat of, Prov.2. 3. 6,7. Eut 
our liberal Lord faith, eat and drink abun- 
dantly. O Beloved. Song, 5. I. 

Q.77 hat is it to eat and drink abundantly un 
Gods houſe, or at Chriſts table £#nſ. Irs the 
fame with being filled with the ſpirit, Eph. 
5- 18. Q, What zs t to be filled with the ſpat, 

Anfſ. 1. To be eminent in Grace and ripe 
for Glory. To be under rich anontings of 
| the ſpiru, aboye our fellows, abounding in 
the fruts of the ſpire. | 

2. A ſowing to the ſpirit, full of ſpiritual 
projetts and deſigns. Ad. 10. 38. a forward 
adrwity and doing our outmolt to adzaree 
the Kingdom of God among men. 
| 3. To abound in ſpiritual thoughts, and be 
fniritually minded, Fja. 139.17,18.Magis Pez 
meminiſſe debemus quam reſpurare.Omne tenpus, 
Juo de Peo non cogtiafti cogita te perdidijie. 
4, Tohbe filled with ipiritual defires, 
{t:1] breathing atter heayen. Pſa. IOx. 2. 
Rev. 22. 27. | 

5. Tobe filled with holy zeal and vuidr 
zels for Chriſt and his cauſe, 

6. Tobe well furniſhed with all ſpiritual 
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abilities for the work and worſhip of God. | 

7. To be tilled wich ſpiritual! Conſolation 

Atts. 9.31, The Joy ofthe Lord to be our 

Frength. :ilas | with what ſtant m2aſures take 

moſt of us up in Relrgin2 and the matters of 
God. 

Qu, What are the marks of theſe fully mea- 
ſures of eatins and drinking adundanuily with 
Chrift, or being fill:d with the ſpirit ? 

Anſ. i, Aconſtant drawinz,and ever oring- 
ingour empty buckets to his w2// ro he tilled. 
A Saint thar cannot be contented to {tand al- 
ways at the bottom, bur reachiny forth to 
ger up to the top of the hill, for a fuller 
view, and getting new diſcoveries of the 
holy land, bringing out of his treaſures 
things new and old. 

2 When ſpiritual receivings have great- |} 
ly quenched our thirſts after temporalthings. ; 

3. When we can rejoyce in our Lords | 
work and find a delight in Gods ways. | 

4 Thewelis full when it runs over it F| 
praiſes to God for his communications, Eph, 5. 
18,19. And in commendins Ghrilt unto |} 
others, Song. 5. | | 

Qu. What ſhall we do for full:r meaſures: 

Anſ. x.Kecp a good Stomack ; fervent dc 
lires and ſpiritual bhungrings are the belt pre- 
parations for plentitul partakings. Pſa. 81. 17. 

2. Beware of ſelf conceit and creature fu - 
neſs that will hinder being fille 4 with ye 

pF 


a kt wand ca EN. ang _ 


0 =” I ny I 5" IC 


mmm — 
any 7” = 


C 93] 


ffirit, God gives more grace to the bum}. 
fam, A. 0, 

3. Be very thankful for meaſures received, 
Col,2. 7. We can never abound in Grace bur 
by thanksgimng. Prize a little grace above 
all Gods gitts, and he will not fatlto giye 
you more, | 

4. Put in for larcer meaſure , and le: th 
heart tell God that i! he will bur fill rhee 
with grace an | God!ineſs, you will be con- 
tent with the leſs allowance in other things, 
Joh. 16. 24. Song. 2. 5. 

5. Sue out thy fill out of the promiſes. Joel. 
2. 28, Zech, 9.12. Eph. 3.15, 20. Andrell 
God that he put ir out there, that it ſhould 
ly there, but 1.1 thy hearr. 

34. Qu, by what motives may Chriſlzans be 
ſtirred up to eat and drink abundantly, and tc 
richer participation s of the ſpirit ? 

Ar. 1. T here is no other fiil recommended 
to us but tobe fhlled with tne tpirit, not 
with wine or any nature elie. Other things 
are commended to us in a Hoderaton, ro be 
uſed foberly and ſparingly. 

2 Becauſe in thele ſpiritual exjryments there 
can be no excels, Surfeiting as in eartil; 


. things. Eph. 5. 18. Other things may cley 


you and you lath them as Animon did Ta-. 
mar and Solomon his Worldi'y Fawties But 
not ſo with Chriſt and Grace, rich receiv» 
ngs begets greater hungerws aiter richer 
and full participations, 2415 
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3, Tr's ſet in oppo/acion to ſinful ſenſuality 
It is not a light tndture but a donble dy 
of Keitoton thar will bring down fome ly js 
and ait our fome Demis. What ſhou a be 
the reaſ14 that luſt it nds as a Marvle pillir 
ag.imn't ail ow partaking of ordinantes, but 
ti: we eat and driuk, bur not abandantl, ? 
Erb 5. 18. | 

4 £ beil proportions a Chriſtin for his 
work, Hehad need feed and gird his los 
well, that hath a great Journey to go. 
Mach gr:c: will tus tor doing more ter- 
Vic”. :. Gor 15. 19. 

5. I: 5. hecomesa Goſpel itare;for Chriſt 
1. come char we might parizhe more abmnz- 
dantly than believers did under tne law: 
ov, 10, T0. 

G. Oar emptyneſs refleds diſhonour on the 
Fathers fulneſfs, as if there were not bread 
.,ecnough and ro ſpare in his houte, If the 
_ Tervants he ſeen poor and meanly appareled, 
- .they will hardly believe the aſter to be 

rich and bounritul. 

7. The mace Grace, the more Glory ; and 
thev loſe m re than the whole World, 
that loſe th: I-aſt degree o. Giory. 


Sd. Larie recerymss would make 9'r paſſage 


at lait far more caſy and comfortable, 2”, 
I.8 Il. Aﬀs 7.55. more of the Spirit 
would betrcer afſare us of our Feaveny 1n- 
terejt, ſo as to haye the witneſs in our Rs 
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If we live poor, we cannot tink to die rich. 

9+ The more of Ged in any Creature, he is the 
more delighted with it, Song 5; 1. 

10. It conforms us beit unto our bleſſed 
H-adl, who recet ed not the Sprrit by mea- 
re, and all for filling us. If we draw not 
jroim his fujuets, we make 1t void as much 
a5 We can. | 

Tt, Weſhould labour to drink as deep 
of Grace, and Chriſt's Cup as we have done 
of Sin, and tne Iorld's, Rom. 5, 2". 

I2. It would be matter of Praiſe in the 


| Churches of ©.oriſt, 1 Cor. I, 5. 2 Cor. 9. IL. 


35. if Satan ſhould accuſe any honeſt 
cOMErsas once 7ofeph accuicd his Brethren, 
You are Spies. It were a good Anſrer, what 
they made to him,7 by Servants are true men 
and for Good are we come, 1 this he our end, 
it's cight in Chriſt's Eyes,that we cone for 
340d to Our S:'Utls. | 

Q. What Arguments may we uſe with Chriſt | 
for ns feeding and refreſhing us fre 2 

A. 1. Say to Chrii', as the Anzcl tothe 
Propher, The Journey zs 100 great and there- 
fore thou m::{t have that thou maye# ve refreſhed, 
i Kings 19. 7. T hou canſt nor. go on thy 
Way WiIthour It, 

2.]t's ſights of Chriſt here that will make 
Saints go on like Lions againſt j1z and Satan. 

3. Hath he nor palt his promiſe tor teeding 
his own, yea, to eat and be ſatzsfied, Pſal.-22. 
6,Pſal.111.5,Prov:10.3; G 4+ 
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4. Hath he not ue tncm worſe than 
Injuels chart tecd not cheir own Family ? 

5. Did he fe-d the multitude, becauſe he 
had compaſſion on their Bodres and wil = 
not have compaſſzon on the Souls or his own * 

6. Doth he feed young Kavens, and W111 ke 
Harve Believers ? 

7. Have wenot hisown invitation tothe 
Feait, and will che Maſter of the Houtc 
make it a Faſt? 

S Snall we carot the Tree of Zife and 
hidden Manna in Fleaven ? Surely ne n- ver 
meatit to fiarv? Jncl by the way, bur ailow 
em {my cuultors of the firft ripe Grapes 
£0 refreſh chem in the ildern ſs 

9 May we not plead with our loving 
Ford thus? Lord I hear thou kk: -epeſ! a good 
Houſe, Baving bread enough to ſpare ; 21VC ne 
ſich al Portion as may commend It. unto 
mcy and i wil! commend it to orhers, 

Io. We may fav, How many haſt thou 
r<trelted of thy poor and necay ? Haſt 
not thou ſaid, HPhoſoever will let bim come 
and Drink freely: Pon tay call Iconcto drink 
of Wifdom's ſpiced Ifine ; of ti11s conſecrated 
Cupgthat I may here and hereafter remem- 
ber thy Love more than Wine. 

I1.i plead my own neceſhiti-s and wants, 
where ſhoul: tne poor be filles, an: the 
hungry feed bur ar ". gates of rhe Rich and 


Full ? If thou haſt NOt enough, icnd me a- 
way 
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way empty ; but I make a Vertue of Ne: 
ceffiry. | muſt live by my Food (as other 
Creanires do) and 1s not Chriſt the food of 
a hungry Soul? 

T 2. plead tiny Glory for my feeding here, 

Wl © '3 commend thy bounty and compaſſion 
[4 (ct 2way from thy Fulnels, a ſtarving 
Beggar without ſupply? 

{or us caft an cye on that Miraculous 
Feaſt C hrift made che Mulrituce, Lukeg. 17. 
And they «2d eat and were all filled and t Je frag= 
ments gathered up far exceeded the poor provife - 
on 7 was made vt. O ! but it had Chriſt's 
blefling and thar made mnch of a little. 
And when weare Chriſt's Gueſts,we ſhould 
not only eat, but look to be filled. And 
gather up the Fragments, incomes and ex- 
PEences of Divine Love aud Tavour. 

Now that we may take this Feaſt up a- 
right, It Is not a Sacrifice. but a Sacr7ficat 
Feaſt, or Covenant Feaſt of Peace and Friend- 
thip ; 4 Feaſt after a $acrijicezand by our eat- 
ing here,ts deciared our incereſt in that Sa- 
_ of f Chriſt s Fleſh ,oftercd to reconciie us 

> God. even as they nnder the Law did 
car of tne Sacrifice, and fo partake of the 
Altar. ro hew it was theirs thar che Pricll 
ofered, as if they had hcen ar the Altar 
wit! the Prieſt. 

And further, this1sa Feaſt of Gods provid- 
inzy as Abraham to Tfaac ; God will provide 
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himſelf a Lamb for a burnt Offering ; and 
theretore was the Sacrifice accepted, becaulc 
it was of his providiag, for known unto 
him alone it was, what would fatisty his 
own Juſtice And firange- #4 was, that this 
Sacrificeing of bas Son ſhould be a ſweet ſmelling 
Savoury a more wonderful word was never writ- 
ten, Eph. 5. 2. How ccar mult our Saivatz- 
on be unto Gol,that made the grearcti Suffer- 
71:5 of Chris ſo pleajong t& him, wii Other 
wiſe the Lord wouid have abaorred : 
Wherever the Sacrifice 1s taid to be a ſweat 
amour, it's laid to be mare with Fire, Num. 
20.and 29. chaprers,ſhewing chat nothing 
but Chriſt s Sufferings can Satisfy tor our fin, 
For all the Sacrifices only tignhed Chriſt, 
but could not ſatisfy God 

35. Our proper exerciſe here, conſiſts of 
Meditation, Penttion and Reſolution. 

Foi Meditation, the thoughts of the ri2h- 
teous ane right; it's no ſmall part of our ork 
to have right and prop:r thoughts at pre- 
ſent, 1, Think how unworthy I am to 
_ appear here, and have place amony them 
that ſtand by, tho 1 were not admitted to 
fit down with my i_ord himiclf. 1, whoto 
Natural Corruption, have added ſuch a 
hcap of actual Tranſer-ſfions; inward enmity, 
and outward coniraritty to God : Ignoranceun- 
belief. apo[taſy, dejrrjing of grace, and avufing of 
patience, haye lo filled up my nicaſure, pa 
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made fo great a part of my wretched days 
and unworthy Life. 2. Think how wor- 
thy and honoutable is Chrif,to whoſe holy 
Table | preſame to approach, He who is the 


Fathers darlins and delight, rhe hi-hi of Hea- 


Yen, and the oicart Blefſmig of all N.zttons ; 
who hath obtained a name above every 
name, at whoſe name every knee muſt bow,and 
whom the Angels of Heaven all do IPorſhip. He 
whoſe Table } am no:y fitting at on Earth, 
fits highett in Heazen,at this very moment. 
3. Think again how good it is to fit here 
with a ſound Heart, we cannot be better 
{ct on Earth : Bur if a Hypocrite ; how 111 
I am ſct, having not on a !Vedding Garment : 
I mock God, harden my own heart, heap 
up wrath, cat and drink damnation by 
Crucitying rhe Lord afreſh. 4. 1 hink, 
whar 1s my buſineſs here, hut to mecr the 
Lord Chrit by his own appointment, that [ 
may gee more acquaintance, and grow 
more in Love with him, and tobe more 
obliged to lim, by 2 vew fight of ray Re- 
demption by him, and receivinz; forne Spi= 
ritual gift. 5. Þhink what 1s projered me 
here, His Love, his Grace, his Peace, bis 
Pardon, his Covenant and Kingdom. 6 You 
have never a ri-it thonsghr here, 1t you 
think not of a bleeding Chit, juſſering and 
ſatisfying Redeemer, banging on the Croſs, 
and all your 1ins hanging on him. For what 
I G 2 clic 
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elſe could ever bring him there , having 
no {11 to ſuffer for of hisqwn and all pow- 
er to avoid ſuffering by any ? And think 
agiin how he was dealt with on terms of 
Juſtice, that we migint be dcalr witch on 
terms of Mercy. And tat which would 
have bzea in to many drops of an Eternal 
Hellto us,was made to meet on him in one 
great Sca, drinking up Dregs and ail O'! 
think, ranjomed, Saved Sinner, it Chriſt had 
not druik ty Cup of IPrati to free thce ; 
thou mult had ſuch a Cup put to thy head 
as if brought co a great Sea fil Pd with Gall 
and WormwooJ, and 7aSice ſay to thee, 
Now ſinner, thou that liked{t ſs well the Cup of 
fin, io here ts the Cup of wrath, drink and never 
leay? Dringins winle one drop is left Now lee 
your obligation to Chriſt, and detpite him 
it you can ; Ang lee how tad it bad been 
ro be without him. 

37. As for Peitt.on an Reſoiuliyn that be- 
Iongs £0 this purpoſe 11 hand. 


Q. What Peuttons are here to be preferred * 
A .. For much of Chrijts graczous and power- 


ful preſente,a clear day without clouds; that 
he would not hide bimfe!f at ſuch a time aud 
diſappoint the Expettation of the needy, but [9 
countenance hi 0p41 with, as we may COnmnd 
unto oth?rs 2, For a heart humbling look of 1045 
dear dying Lord © how ſhould it humble ws to ſee 
how my fins humbled the Lord of elory! 3, Pat 
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T againſt prevailing Inigutties, and predominant 
Corrupitons,that your jed/ous Lord and Husband 
may give Lots a deadly blow at ſuch a time. Fup 
the ouch” epirtt of Jeſus r0 make Graces 
lmely that i5e &piknird may ſend forth the ſmell 
thereof, and the Spices, low out. 5. For growing 
in all orace.that Gods own work in the heart may 
be ſor for ward by our waiting on Chriſt in hrs fo 
precious dppointinent, ©. That he wou'd jrfpend 
guarrels, yea, remove tne ground of all, by forgi- 
ving grace, and fe. 1:4 an” AY |} OOF penitrents comfor- 
ted with a feaind fenie of 7 : in thar own bolomes. 
7. For further maniſeſtations of Gou' $ Lowe, and 
cle arer FE: 1dences of Aamn hc AvVEC)! uy Intevels. S Q. For 
a more frunful Life of Godineſ/8, to the raiſe of 
the g. or 'Y 0] his orace. 9 For F, 1111116 4 wy Rela- 
tions, that it might pleaſe the Lord to bring ours 
home to Chrijt,make them bs by grace,ond build 
them up to glory. 10. For poor Zaon., that fe would 
pity ber d: lations, heal ber b: reaches, ple a her 
cauſe, pardon her js, help hr to unprove her 
#14 Rf and prepare her \ of 4 for gredter delivers 
ances from Emil, when i-er 5racic 45 God ſhall fee 
good to orant th; - BY 9 Thet Cod woutd pity 
the dark corn oe, ndorgglti _ pen the Eyes 
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S WW bat be the Refoititrons this folomn 
5ccaiion ſhonla Sw upon ? 

I'1 g love Clortlt w97re 2 fery veRTLNG BE 0 TOME: 
ber hin more jres ently; j7 we comp not is re 
ena him bere, that we may fi Groet hin when 
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zone. 3. To perform all duties more ſpir —_— 
4. To waich our hearts more narrowly, 5, To 
walk more tenderly. 6. To follow him more > fully 

7. To renounce and deny ſelf more freely. 8 To 
a in Chriſt mor? intirely, 9. To take hrs part 
more boldly. 10s And to keep Covenants more 
faithfully. 

38. Here have we the mf? amazing Inſtance 
of love that ever was given inthe world;and 
when you have travelld the Iiverſe over, 
to ſeek for Love, here lies the richeſt and 

rareſt maniſeſlations of Love, that God 2ave his 
Son, and C -brijt gave himſelf This is the 
heichth,de pth,length and breadth of the love of 
God, that pajſeth knowiedge.So great a rantorny 
ſo rich a purchaſc ; ſo gre At 2 0ne become 
ſo low to fer thee ot hips make himſelf 
ſo PLOr T0 enrica tiiee, empry himfclt to 
All thee, and ro do ail this, yea, God to Jay 
OUT IS 4 Al oe [UCO 14/227 _ $3 aud 7 uteſer ving 
ones! others love tor fome WOIT1, Ir 200d 
quaitty but God lovea us Wan lying 71 a 
vlood. Now what can we do tcts (Or all Ts 
but make b-: arty rE0ur ns of l3y2 dgatty LOVE DE 
ing the. very bear: of t tbe new creature? and 
he that hat th moſt love bath moit ana 
aid i5 tnc beſt Chriſtian. And to oy Ve 
your iave to this Beloved, you may 2i fire 
your icIVes, tat ac wo, 14 never have di- 
ed for you, it he bad not loved the meanelſt 
of you better than the higheſt An et In 
Hea- 
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Heaven can love him. And beſides, if you 
can but love him, his leve wil! breed you 
more deliyht and beart-rav; {b1ng-plcaiture 
than all the love of creatu: cs can. Read but 
that - Song of Love barween Chrilt and his 
Spouſe 2nd ſcethe unparalle!Þ'd delights of 
divine love bet ecn Chriſt and hzs Church, 

Well, it you love him, keep bzs Command- 
ments. be carctul to pleaſe him,be tender of 
his honour, deny your felves tor his lake, 
account 21i loisto win Chrilt, thirtting at- 
ter his communion,Jonging to be pertcctly 
tree from fi! 1yUlat grieves zs good Sparit,at: d 
keeping your ſelves in the love of God, 
looking ; or the _ of eur Lord Ze eſus Chris. 
unto eternal life. No tuch motive to love God 
25 ftudyit ng his hn Cious; avd ſurcly he 
muſt love us that tent 1s Son from his bo- 
1; tO |} (CEC Lis LITHCr, 

put rhy ſhould a latite Owe of c CCEALUTE'S Aled 
fi fo NUCT, GW 4 toe < "AL i JE Gf od aj oc / 
jo Crete ? Ant. Nice w_ bcucaulc we are = © rc 

{ol t an in t,and have ali zwre fenjettan 
al 4h D331 KkCS VLG + i rela 0115 
4 ual th things 3 Hron.:cr [ati and 
Xing, would mak: atrcctions {ar 
velys Pet. Ib. NOW if we love 
1 PEIZC THC ivalt LOKEN Of 5335 
| CUT (TICS Can piVe ns nd 
wil | ar 1G nG ht Gf him, 
33+ 17s recoracd of rne Cincun Of 4 * bebay 
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that when ſhe had ſeen the ſuttino of $olg- 
mon's S-ruantszthere was no more Sint in her , 
119,10. 4ow much moce may this fight 
of our {itting contound and amaze us? That 
Chritts ſinrul ſervants ſhould be tet with 
himſelf at his T able, con{tdering. 1. That 
he harh not a hizber board onEarth than we jit 
at now and the Lord himſelf (peak: of fit: 8 
with us, S01g 1 12 Rev.3.29 2 I hatitioir 
32cOMerin 13 to Hand when the Ring ſitteth,, 
yet this glorious King came not to bs minz- 
ftred unto, bur to minifter to us,to gird nimlelf 
as a S2rvant, and wath the feet of hzs poor dif- 
cples. }, Wonder thar we who deteryed to 
lye in Hell ſhould fit fo high here. 4. And 
the greatelt wonder of all is. that we ſhould 
be f-d at theXins's Table with hzs own fI-ſh (al- 
lade to 79b 31.31.) 705 5, Shepnerds uſe to 
eat the fleſh of their flocks,bur here the goo 
Shepherd gave hrs lif: for his ſheep, and feeds 
them with lis f-fh and blood, And wonder 
alſo rhat we ltr at peace amiait ſo many e- 
nemics that envicsour feeding ? but it's of 
theLo:dsgreat power and bounty both that 
he prepares us a Tab? in this Wilderns{\, and 
fills our cup tn the preſ-nc? of our enemies. 

Now at this ſacred fo 'emnity is repreſented 
unto us the werobrrelt rhinos of our. Soul- con- 
cerns, Viz, Our jtns ana Chriſts ſuffermass, we 
offcading and he puniſhed for our offences, 
ſo.nething in his Sufferings anſwermsg to 
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our {ing we a life of {inning ,and he a life of 
ſuftering, we a load oi tin and he of ſafer- 
ing ; as our 111 was God's provocation, 
is his ſoft tering Gods latisfaftion He was 
ken and we fer irce, his death was cur Ic- 
leate \ off 7.29.6. there Was no releaſe not 7e- 
turning i 711 jafety for tic Mane ſlayer till the 
death of the High- Prieſt. We have been {ght- 
beartedi in /:ning but our SUrcty groan a:d 
heavy, ev unto death for our 11h. We was 
tracted 72 dobe "__ he paid the ſcore jor 15. 
Now « Ci nar oo Your Souls with Lane, [2 
pentance, [4 2nd Obedi ce; Wih lov eto ” 
fricndly an iInderrak Cr, who vaiuvcd 1 
Thins 7, WHAtever it colt him nt he might bur 
ranſvm thy foul and fer thee tree: Ike punt 
ance ior thoſc bloogy 11:5 that made him 
1 weat t and wc cep- Faith in that DICOC thas 
mace lo periect ſatisfaction, and is fo mil 
| Bog > purge thy poiluted and guil- 
ry ſoul : Ang Obedie ice , VCnN 2 "8 GIO Lite 
OL £rac wi Ovedirnce to bm tilat nath re- 
decmcd thy Gul i rom Het. | 
40. [ heupper ead o: is Holy Table of 
the Lord, 1s to. pct nearch ic GE, 2 
K5own E!950: who a he i reci.at hisTadble, 
Q HFha: ſhalt we 46 to vet thes uppor end ? 
A. rt. Love 15 an 1ni cg op *dins. tc 
that Loves molt, gets 6.3ret Garit, 7061 
I4. 22. And if we Love, ou  dwellety 11 Ws. 
it was the be.oyed Lijcipile that leaned on 
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Chris Boſom. 2. The farther we keep 

from lin, the nearer we get ro Chriſt. 

J. Faith and Hope 1n their lively atings 

bring us near to Go 1. Ir's ſaid, That by the 
better hope the Goſpel brinz s in, we draw near to 
God, Heb. 7. 19 It hinders vr approaches 
much to keep off frm Chrift bv eftransing 

unbelief, and keeping the fairs of our own 
Soul unſecled. 4 Fo have Zin much on 
our Hearts, might bring vs nearer ſome- 
times, taan all our own affairs can 3 even 
when Abraham became an Tnterceſſr for So- 

dom, he drew near; much morc we for Z:z- 
0. lf the things before us here rightly un- 
der{tood, work not upon us, we may con- 
clade nothing will, or ever can,that comes 
from Heaven. If God's good word, .and 
Chriſt's Seals of Love, leit with us, make 
not Hearts ſtir towards him, there is no 
hopes of Lite in our caſe. tho one ſhould be ſent 
from the Dead to Preach and Adminiſter among 
us. Togetthe Heart above to God, by his 
Ordinances bleſſed of God, is to have part in 
the firſt reſurrection, that the ſecond Death 
may have no power over us. Look to ir, 
that ye be none of them tro whom Chriſt 
Will ſay I never kaey you, even when you have 
pleaded by your eating. and drinking in hrs pre- 
ſence, For many may never come to taſt of 
ch&.54; per of the Great King at laſt, for all: 
their luting here. And that you may not 
miis 
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miſs of the bleſſed Entertainment of that Sup? 
per take heed that in Sealang Covenants |.cre 
with the Lord you be truly devoted unto 
Chriſt, and ſee the danger {by Ananzas and 
Saphira) of keepiny ba'k any thing from 
God, that is fo ſolemnly once made his ; 
Jet heart and life be his and tor him, fince 
the Lord Jehovah m.kes himtelt yours,and 
all he is, for you. And atter you have / 9- 
venanted to be hi:, Ict your great care be, 
to be meet for his Communion, and 
fi uitful for his Service, even to abound in the 
work of the Lord. And let never your Heart 
gruds any pains in preparing t » Mect Your 
God, ſince one lock ot Gud's reconciled Face 
by Ch iſt garificed for 'S, will abundant- 
ly compence all the pains of your Prepa- 
ration, and charge of Service, Lev, 9. 4 
where Go.s gracious appearing to his peo- 
ple is made their encouragement of coſtly 
{erViIce, 

: 4T. Luke 2 2,20. Thrs ts the New- Teſtament 
in my Blood. T he O!d was the Blood of Beaſts ; 
the New is the Blood of God, Afts 20. 28. The 
Church of God purchatied with his own 
Blocd. Nothing without Blocd can prof: 
us in the New Covenant No remiſſton nor 
purging and waſhing without Blood ; NO c0n- 
2erſe with God,nor acceſs to Heaven withour 
it, Heb.g. 12.10.19. For Chriſt enters in byhis 
own Blood, or he could make no entry for us, AL 

13 
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is done by Bloody, but n> worſe 610d conld 
ferve than God's : which ſhews our loſtne!;3 
and his ove: We lay in our Blood and 
Filthineſs ; Chriſt brings his t > waſh us (o- 
ther Bod defies, this makes white, Rev.7. 
14.) O! Precious Blood,and rich love ! ir's 
firange that this Feaſt of Fat things ſhould 
in {ome reſpect be a Banguet of Blood, We 
know that in the I reacicrous and crue] 
Worlds Banquets and Feaſt: of pretended 
Kindneſs have been tnifhed with the 5/00d 
of thc Guelts themiclves: bur no ſuch thing 
here; it's che Maſter of the Feaſt entcriains 
the Guel's with the purchaſe of his own 
Blond. Moſes's Wite laid to him in a pers 
A Bloody Husband haſt thou vecn to me, becauſe 
of the Circumcifton ,, but a Bloody Wife hath 
the Church been to Chriſt, by reaſon of 
fia, Redcemirg us from it with his own 
Blood. Now that 4dvice, Ads 29. 25. be- 
Jongsro-us, Tak? h2ed to the Church of God, 
purchaſed with his own Blood Now if the 
Minitters, the Shepherds, a:e to rake heed 
to theFlock, becauſe purchafed with hrilts 
Blood, then, 1. Let us rake hced ro our 
own Souls, for the fame reaton, becauſe 
they we:e ſo dear bonghr. 1 ne-+left chem 
nor, let them not live ro fin. be eftranged 
fro.n God, nor guilt lye upon them. and 
drop into Hell ar laſt. 2 Take heed unto 


the Souls of one another thar were ages" 
ea 
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ed with this precioas Blood 2 Do nothing 
that may tempt them to ſin, and 
think light of Chriſt, 3. Take heed toth1s 
Ordinance, for the Blood of Chriſt 1s 1n it. 
4. Take heed ro Chriſt hinzſelf for the 
take of this Blood ſhed for your Sins,to pur- 
chaſe your Souls, Hear ye him that hath 
redeemed you, turn not away from tollow- 
ing and-hearing him, who, juſtly might 
hayc turned you into H.1] fer your fins, 
bur haih Þiefled every one of you 1n turn- 
ing you away from your Iniquiries, and to 
take you away into Heaven. Now this 
orcat ſ1ghr of this preczous Blood are we come 
hither to bcehoJ4 in the Glaſs of this ſolemn 
ordinance. Grear Sclemmitzes call for great Pre- 
paration and Obſervation, eſpecially what 1s 
repreſented, and for what end; come and 
behold the IVorks of the Lord, Pſal. 46.8. even 
the glorious work of your Redemption by 
the Death of Chriſt : A work greater than 
chat of 1naking the world, yea, the great- 
c{t wcrk that ever was done in the World; 
nay more, on? great end of making this 
goodly Fabrick of Heaven and Earth, was 
rhar it might be a ſtage upon which that 
olorious work of our Redemption ſhould be 
Acted 3 a work wherein Mans happineſs 
lies, wherein Godsattributes are Glorified 
to the height; and for which, the Church 
Triumphant ſhall think Eternities — 

ittle 
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little enough to t1ag torth their Heavenijy 
Hail 1lIvjan's, 

42. Many taings commend this Ordi- 
nance of the Supper above all others. 

I. ir's ſetled in tne Church tor all Chri- 
ſtians ro remember ( hriſt unto the world's 
end.cven tili he come againtwhile che Sun 
and Moon endure, will Chriit have the 
kindeſt commemoration inthis Ordinance. 
2. jr was that-wherein Chritt had his laſt 
Fellowſhip with his Church on Earth, Now 
we pleaſe our ſelves by calling ro mind our 
laſt meertin2s wich our dear deccalcd triends; 
their laſt words and actions have their fyecial 
remarks moſt commonly. t ct Chriits la{t 
entertainment have the beſt impreſſion, I» 
was this ſhutup all his ſweet converſe with 
his 5wn before his death.3.Diviee Wiſdom 
hach ſajred this Ordinance toour weakneſs 
and capacities; accommodating heavenly 

' thin.s to our outward and natural ſenſes ; 
for as we hear of a Saviour in the Word, 
ſo here we ſce,tafte and handle him in the 
ſame meat, Mary was forbid ro touch our Lord 
as not aſcended,biut now thus aicendedLord 
allows us to touch, taſte and handle him 1n - 
thoſe appointed figures of him. 4. It hat!: 
the greateit firneſs and advantage of awa- 
king our affections, repreienring his dearelt 
love in dying and redeeming us, in ſuffer- 
1ng and ſatisfying tor us. There isnothing 
: £0 
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2o be converſed with in the lower wor1d 
tharmay compare with this, to ſtir up dead 
;-arts to ferve aliving God.It's by beholding 
a bleeding dying Chriſt for us,that we be- 
:omea ready, obedient and zealous people fer 
Dim Tit-2,14. 5. Here have we the beſt oc- 
-2a{1on for exercifing everyGrace, Love. Faith, 
iHTope, Patience, Prayer, Praiſe, forgiving inju- 
ries and beſtowing kindneſſes. 6. Herein ger 
wethe beſt advantages againſt fin, by ſee- 
ing what {in coſt Chriſt, and by ſealing moſt 
folemn Covenants again$ it. 7, T his is all the 
Piffure Chriſt hath leit of himfelt;no [maze 
or Crucifixes. 8. Ir ofters Chriſt.and conveys 
him with all his Treaſures moſt expreſly, 
Take eat, take drink. g. 1 here being ſo much 
of Chriſt in it, and nothing but Chriſt, ſhew- 
ing forth nothing bur his Mercy and Grace, 
his Merit and Fulneſs, his Love and Pty, his 
Grace and Righteouſneſs, 10o Ir's a feaſting it 
with God at a heavenly Table on Earth, wl\ere 
he bids all his children welcome, and gives 
the beſt entertainment in the whole world, 


4) 


©4 


| Rev. 3.20, Song 5 I. 


43.Our great buſineſs here being to remem- 
ber Chriſt our ſuffering Samour and Redeemer, 
u- What m particular are we called to re= 
member at this Table of the Lord : 
A,t.T har love that laid the firſt Founda- 
tion-ſtone of our Redemption by a dying Chriſt ; 


Shs 4 k ""m 
$ l ad 
2» 2 


CF 112 } 

and let us here praiſe the Lord from the 
Fountain of Iſrael, even for elefting Love, 
chuſing us 1n Chriſt, 

2, Let us remember how the heart of 
God was ſet on man's Redemption, who, 
like one that dearly loves the purchaſc, 
ſays, Dll rather give more than it's worth than 
£0 without it, God ſays, ll give my All for the 
redemption of my Eleff. Chriſt ſays, Pl give 
my beſt blood. Shail the Fatherand the Son be 
ſo zcalous for my Redemption, and my 
Soul be ſo lictie affeted with my own Sal- 
vation, and my Redecmer's Service ? 

3. Remember here the dificulry of man's 
Salvation, none but Ged could do it, 1ſa. 45- 21. 
It's no eaſy matter to ſave a ſoul ; It any o- 
ther in Heaven or Earth could ave done 
it as wellas Chriſt, its reaſonable to think 
that God would have ſpared his dear Son, 
bur ſuch a High Prieſt became us, and beſt 
ſuited our circumſtances, as was ſeparated 
from the whole creation for divine quali- 
ties and perfeCtions, 7 have found 4 ranſom, 
ſaid God. There was nothing could be 
thought on to any purpole, by Angels and 
Men for our relief : Only Divine Wiſdom 
contrived, Divine Love beſtowed, and Di- 
vinePower did cette andexccute this whole 
work, and of all the People there was none 
with him.  . | | 

4. Bear in mind how glorioully God's 
| TE. - Gracc 
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Grace is advanced by our Redemption, and 
what Honourand Glory redoundsto the wiſe 
andgracious contriver of it;never ſuch a rent 
of praiſe was raiſed as this brings him in, 
'This isthat Glory of praiſe thart is ſaid to 
be above the Heavens, The Glory of mak- 
ing and beautifying and cnriching of Hea- 
ven and Earth, is nothing to this Glory 
that excelleth, of Saving Sinners by ſuch a 
Saviour. 

5; Nor is there any thing more pleaſing 
to God in all the World, than a due Re- 
membrance of the Death of Chri#t in this Ordi- 
nance; which may be gathered from his 
Diſpleaſure againſt a Church that did it, - 
bur unduly, 1 Cor, IT. | 

Now all Duty muſt cake its riſe from 
this Principle and Motive of loving God 
for Chriſt, and acknowledgments of Di- 
vine Goodneſs in giving his Son.O!, never 
think he hath dealt hardly with you in 
keeping or taking any thing from you, if 
he hath given you a part in Chriſt. And 
this isa point of ſuck Affinity with the Vi- 
tals of Chriſtianity, and of Graces thriving 
in the Church of God, that even here 
ſhould we delire to dwell, viz. To learn and 
look on all things in Chriſt, Eph. 4. 21. Tobe 
taught the truth as it is in Jeſus. There is 
nothing rightly taught or known, bur. as 
it isin Jeſus. I. ——_ Typesand _—_— 
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of things 'tocome, are all opened in Jeſus. 
2. Ihe Prophelics and Predictions are all 
accompliſhed 1n him. How dark are many 
Prophetical paſſages ot the Old Teſiament, 
till they face Chriſt ? and then the Vail 1s 
taken Away, as Caluin Expounds that ct 
2 Cor. 3. 16. 3. We muſt ſez our {11 as be 
did Ry it on the Croſs,as a molt accurſed 
thing, that laid fuch loa d on his bleſſed 
back. 4. And you mult ſe your Soul 1 In 
_—_ he hath purchalcd it from Hell with 
Hs own Blood. O! then how precious is my 
Soul, that was ſo dearly ranſomed? 5, Sce 
your Selves in Jelus,your new Covenant: ſlate 
mn Chriſt. You never {ce your ſafety nor 
dicnity. till in him. 6. And all the great 
and precious promiſes of God to you mult 
you ſec, yea and Amen in Chrilt, ail made 
to Chriit our Head fiit, aid in Jeſus unto 
us, 7. And laſtly, You mu 6-6; m 200d con- 


verſation in C kriſt, , Pet}. 1 , A lvourper- 
formances in rhe re: ErCcCE TO 21mM,ind for 
him and by him, doin: ail as ro the | ord 


Chriit,as rareful rewriy to yourRedeemer, 
And Cir: ſttans ought to Jaboir aftcr 
this ſeeing all rhings in Jeſus Chriſt, For, 
I. I'his ts to fee all thin:s ty Ther. e l:2 br. 
whereb* much contutiion is cleared. and 
many ſhadows fly away. We arc bid come 
to Cori, and be will cive us lient, Eph.5.14s 
And in; his Light,we ſhall ſee light, 2:The 
| great 
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great Goſpel-Command and Invitation is, 
Behold me, behold me, Ita, 55, 1. 3. T he Fa- 
ther is no further pleated than all 1: ſeen 
and done in him, 4. £ his makes all ſweet 
and caiy, when wolee all nis yoke we bear, 
and his work we Qo, ai:d his purchaſe we 
ſhall poſſeſs, thar is, one fo tender of our 
concerns, as to pay our Deits, and under- 
c0 our Curle. 

And now. (hew your ſelves worthy par- 
takers by reſolving on this, That you'll 
meddle with nothing in Religion, but in 
Chriſt, yowll walk in his Steps,you'll pray 
in his Name, you'll Suffer for his ſake. In 
a word, you'l; to Chriſt's Croſs for all you 
want ; you'll take Life from his Death ; 
Hope from his RefurreCftion; Pardon from 
his Merit,and expe@ation of all good from 
that Love ther parted with Chriſt : And 
on theſe Terms, 1 am ſure Chriſt is well 
contented to give you a kind meeting at 
his Table, and to Seai his everlaſting Co- 
venanrt with your Immortal Souls. _ 

44 Q 'Vhy are we generally ſo little affect- 
ed with te great concerns of God and our Souls, 
here repreſented ? 

A, x recaule of Unbelicf, which tarn- 
cth all the precious concerns of Salvation 
to a romainti.k Story. The greatelt mar- 
ters you can ipeak of do no more atieft 
than they are believed, /ſa.53, I. 1Pet.2,7.| 
IH 4 2. \\ 5 
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; 2: Wewant a lively ſenſe of our Natu- 
iral Bondage. Sin and Miſery are not laid to 

' Heart, and therefore what ſignifies Chriſt 

| and his Sacrifice ? 

3. God Mammon blinds our Eyes and 
corrupts our Hearts, T he cares, pleaſures 
and profits of this preſent world ſeduce 
many Souls from their Allegiance to Chriſt, 
and the care that is due to their Saivation. 
How are moſt deceived with the ſpecious 
appearances and paintcd Slavery of the 
world to make us happy enough without 
Chriſt? The covetous Phariſees mocked 
at Chriſt; and Farms and Buſineſs do ſtill 
excuſe worldings from a ſcrious and hear- 
ty imbracing of Chriſt's glorious Offers. 

Q. What ſhall we do that we may not betray 

Chrif,and prove falſe to our Covenant and Pro- 

* feſſron in times of Tryal 2 

, 4. 1. Leave not a root of bitterneſs be- 

- hind, no beloved Luſt unmort fied : this 

'was Zudas his banc, the love of the world 
he kept up under a profcfſion; and this be- 
traye\ him into Satan's hand, and he ſtuck 
not to betray hisblefſed Maſter into his E- 

'nemics Hands. 2. Reſt not on doubtful 

' Evi lences of your Heavenly Intereſt, bur 
get rhiags better cleared between God and 

your Conſciences, It will be a dreadful] 
ſnare to you, when ſufferings come to the 


loſs of Life and Eſtate, and not be ſure of 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt and Heaven. 3. Keep your ſelves 
in the Love of God, looking lor the mercy 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternai Life. 
Love, if alive, will be ſtrong at Death, a!l 
the floods of AﬀMiction cannot drown it, 
4.Keep up a cloſe Communion with Gad - 
conſtantly in {ecret. If you {lack in ſecret. 
Prayer, and wear out of perſonal acquain- 
tance with the Fountain,you will wither, | 
and your ſ(irength dry up likea Pot-ſheard,: 
and your foot ſoon ſlide. 5. Let never a 
day g9 over your head without attual Faith 
on ſome promiſe, that this may keep you 
from fainting under diſcouragements, Pſ. 
27,13. 6. The molt refined formal life- 
leſs Religion will not always fecure you 
from being ſcandals on Earth, and being 
curſed wretches in Hell eternally. 

5- T hat your minds may not be empty 
W. wandring, doubtful what ro fix upon, 
enquire, 

Q. What doth this Ordmance call jor. 

A. 1, A Crucified Chriſt calls for Cruci- 
fied fins. 2. Be ſaying to thy ſelf, did this 
Blood ſatisfy God, and ſtall it not fatisfy 
me? Why then, O my Soul ! do'ſt not 
thou reſt more intirely in this ranſome; 
and poſſeſs more of that rich Legacy his 
word hath left us, and his Death hath pur- 
chaſed? My peace Tleave you, my peace I give 
| H 4 yore 
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you, and in me ye ſhall have peace, and this man 
ſhall be the peace. 3, I hink whoſe Body, 
and what a Body 1s here repreſented. The 
blefſed Body of the Son of God that was 
our Sacrifice broken, bruiſed, and blecd- 
ing on the Croſs for us. I hat ſame body 
that his Father gave him who ncedcd itnot, 
but for us to receive our bufictings in that 
Body that Devils cnvy to this day, cvycn 
that the Human Nature ſhould be afſum- 
cd into a perſona) Union with the Divine. 
An honour denicd che Angels, I hat Body 
that hung on the Crols, a ſpectacic to men 
and Angels for ſhame,pain and a curſe due 
tous. That ſame Body that was laid in 
the Grave, and raiſed vp untg Glory.God 
in-our Nature, appcating in ticaven for 
us, preparing a place for us, pertuming 16 
With his Gloricas Poſſeſſzons and. Preſence, 
4. Think how due ic is I ſhould remem- 

ber him in my Life, who remembred me 

{o kindly at his Death, elpccially having 

made a Law for it in this Ordinance, and 

making the remembrauce no more coltly 
nor, painiul than you icc it this dav. He 
might have ſent us a 7eruſaiem Fourncy ro 
the voly Grave, and appointed foiuc coftisy 

Oferiags there. Bur Jet us bleſs vur Mer - 

Citul Lord and i.aw giverthat hath ſpircd 

us tele expences, aud 1s content we ſhoulg 

r::2emver him 1n this plain Goſpel Stmpii- 
| city. 
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ty. 5. Think you are now remembring 
your beſt;and dcarcit Friend in Heaven or 
Earth, who loves you be 's and _ done 
moſt for you. Wheretorc with what af- 
fedfions ſhould he þ e remembr red, and how 
precious ſhouid every thous bt of hint Fr LO Your 
Souls? Song 1. 4. Pſal. 139. 17: Thick! 
how miſcrablc you had been to ys fn TY 
he had not remembred us in our low eſtate. 
And what you nave detcrved that reeded 
ſuch a ſurcty and Sacr1-cc. 

. How may we know, if our remembrins of 
— in tins Or nance hati been good and right. 
i. If we have here a remembrance of 
the oo [tamp, We leave not off rememn- 
bring of Chriſt when we are gone ; but the 
life of a C hriſtian 1n hearing,rc cading 7 NIC- 
ditating and praying. wiil be much more 
a remembring him 1n his ways than o- 
Eacrs actainto. 2. We w:ll Cali other $16 
member Chriſt = US AS 270 Car | ſal.45. ule. 
3 [i will leave a 4 liig 5 Ges of r- membring 
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fed Sonl even forget thebeſt and moſt need- 
fa] things on Earth,to remember him now 
in Heaven, 6. It will/humble thce for for- 
mer forgetting of him, and ſtir up a holy 
hatred againſt vain thoughts that kept Chriſt 
ou!; a few moments of a SanQified re- 
membringthy ſweet Sawtour here, will fend 
thee away with a ſad Heart for thy forget- 
ing of him days without number. _ 

46. Q. What came we hither to learn at the 
Table of the Lord ? 

A, r.Humility from a mcck and lowly, 
humbled ſuffering Saviour, Phil, 2. 57 
2. Patience from this Lamb of God that 
opened not his Mouth. Learn hcre to poſ- 
ſeſs your Souls in Patience, and ſuffer not 
every trifle to provoke you, 3. And here 

_* may welearn to Love where it ſhines out 
io gloriouſly. 4. Selt-deniaJ, and a pub- 
lick Spirit, who not regarding his own caſe 
and pleaſure, glorified his Father in Re- 
deeming us. 5. See here your ſtrong rock, 

and learn to live by Faith. A ſight of a 
Crucified, Sanctified Saviour ſhould give us 
confidence, both in Duttes and Dangers, In 
| Duties this ſight ſhould lift you up above 
all your doings, when you fee what your 
| ſurety bath done and ſuffered for you. And 
.in Dangers, your great help to belicve he 
'will nor let your temporal eval fink you, is . 
' his delivering your Souls from eternal Mi- 
ſeries 


f nh. 
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ſeries and Hell and the ſecond Death. 6; We 
can no where at a better advantage learn 
with them that are Redeemed from the Earth, 
the new Song of Promije, than here at ſuch a 
ſolemn ſight of our Suffering Redeemer, 

But that we may learn o'r Leſſons the 
better.let us be con{idering where and with 
whom we are ſate. S«lomon lays, Prov.23.1, 
IWhen thou jute& mth a Ruler confider' what zs 
before thee.It's a great Ruler we {it with,and 
a great Feaſt fer betorc us. Now let us con- 
FA we fit at the Table of the Lord and we eat 
the Supper of the Lord, It this be the Table of | 
the Lord what wonderful condeicention is | 
this,that I who have fate ſolong at the Ta- | 
ble of Devils,by fecding my Luſts,and ſer- | 
ving Satan, ſhould be advanced to tealt it / 
with the Lord of Glory. Even I who deſer-; 
ved the loweſt place in Hell, ſhould here be ſate | 
in the higheſt place on Earth.Let the thoughts ' 
of fuch wonderful love lead you into his 
Banqueting-houſezand ſuffer your Souls ta 
be overcome with this Banner of his love, 
that unparallelFd love that loved you,and | 
waſhed you in his own blood, | 

Again, conſider it is the Supper of theLord 
be ſetteth us down unto. T h's 1s that we eat 
and drink, eyen our Lord's Laſt Supper 6n 
Earth.T his was the parting-Cup,after which 
he was not to drink 1: he drunk it new 1 the 
Kingdom of God. For preciouſneſs; Cleopatra's 

Cup 


* 
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Cup was nothing tothis,rho filled with diſs 
folved Pearls. O the love that lay at the bot- 
tom to ſweeten this Cup to us, tho the bit- 
tereſt ro him that ever was put to the head 
of any Mortal; and the more Gal! and 
Wormmond to inm, the more Love and Good 
Ii! to us tor whom he drank it. 

This Laſt Supper on Earth is a Emblem 
of an afrer- Supp: 2r in Aeaven And truly,that 
large and long inmpruo' S1pper of the 
Lamb': preparing above, m: ay ma ike a 
Saint ſit down fatisfhed with a hort Di-ncr 
01; Earth, Let the Hers of mage never grum- 
bie atadiſh of green herbs, rhe pooreſt and 
meaneſt Morſel, wi h a Cup of cold warer, 
fince che fineſt of the Whear and Honey 
ut of the Rock,are too low expreſſions of 
thy Heavenly Commons a coming. 

And for what our bletſed Lord allows 
vou here, you have it with the hearticſt 

welcome. Cariſt faycth ro none of you, 
Eat and drink,and his heart is not with you. 
That you are forbid ro car of, for it's the 
bread of him that hath an el eye, Prov. 22.6. » 
Par LN1s VO arc C9! ninand ded to cat; we 
Ofor It 11 his Name , take it 1n obedience 
4 believe a bleſſing 

7, My ſtshins comes b:fore my eating lays 

To. So muſt ours do 1. W betore we cat 
comfortavly cat and drink herc; many a 
fi1zh and groan tlic we iy of death wilicolt 
us, 


$5 >< 

S many a i2d heart for {in. Sigh, faith the 
Lord to the Prophet, to the breakins of thy 
L5ins, 1. That thou ſhouldſt have been fo 
unhappy a* to have hand 1a.cutting off the 
M-ftiai, an {laying this Lamb of God; that 
thy ſins nailed him to the Crois and pier- 
ced his 11 e,yea,bzs hands and hzs feet, woun- 
ding the Son of God even to death with thy 
fins, 2. T hat his Love hath been negletted fo 
long and ſo much, that the offers of hzs redeem- 
ng Grace hath met with ſa little hearty en- 
tertainmenr, thar his tuffcrings for our ſins 
have been ſo faintly refented.that we have 
carried fo ſtrangely to him that was ſo 
deeply concerned tor us. 3. T hat he hath 
had ſo lictle honour by us for whom he 
hath made lo rich a purchafe;that we have 
laid out our ſelves fo ſparingly tor him that 
ipared not to pour our #{zs biuod for us ; yea, 
that we ſhould ever prove trea:herous to him 
that was lo true io our Intereſt. 4. That now 
we can love him no more, when h1s Banner of 
Lowe is fo fairly diſplaycd over us in this 
Ordinance of his vzyu Supter, this Feaſt of 
fat things, Oh thar {uch choice entertatnment 
ſhould meet with ſo furry welcome, and ſuch dull 
affections. I hat our ordinary food ſhould 
more refreſh us than this heaveniy Manna ; 
Thar we can meet cur ſuffering Lord with 
ſo little remorſe for ſin, and fo little delight in 
brzs Love, But tho grief precced, and 80 De- 

| Ores * 
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fore, yet let Joy take its own place, and en- 
cer his Courts with praiſe, Ler tranſports 
of heavenly joy tl] our redeemed fouls, 
that ever the glad tidings of the great ſalvation 
ſounded in our ears, that ever we heard of 
that great giſt of God, Feſus Chriſty and that 
he hath been at any time recommenUed 
to our heart with power; that the holy Tr:- 
nity hath ſo well contrived ourRedempizon, 
in that ancient Covenant wherein the Fa- 
ther gave his Ele to Chriſt to be redeemed, 
and the Son moſt readily undertook the 
Work, and went through all its{teps with 
ſuch heroick and hearty reſolution anda 
good acceptation. Rejoice, O righteous 
ones.that the Father laid help upon one fo 
mighty.able to anſwer all his demands,and 
to pay our debts. Rejoice that Heaven ſent 
to the Earth by ſo ſurea hand, and hath 
made with us ſo ſure and well-ordered a 
Covenant in all things we can be concern- 
ed in for life and Godlineſs; that the Gates 
of Paradiſe” which our ſins ſhut - are now ſo 
open unto ns, that ſinners through their 
Hioh Prieſt in Heaven have fo tree and 
bold acceſs to this exalted Throne of grace. 


but alas for our bruitiſh ſtupidity and unbeſief! *| 


that have carnal minds much more taken 
with a vain World, and empty dying 
comforts, than with all the Treaſures of 
Orace, and Manfons of Olory. 

EN we Op ai 48, This 
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48. This Feaſt of fat things here preſent? 
ed, who can feed upon jt ? Do we know 
the entertainment of this Table 2 Here is re- 
preſented the /ingular and wonderful love of 
a dying Saviour : The great Myſtery that 
Angels deſire to look into : The Lamb of 
God Sacrificed for ſinners. Can we behold 
it with dry eyes and dead hearts. 

Qu. !Vhat impreſſions ſhould it make upon us 
and leaves us under 

Anſ. 1. FIl never give ſin a good look 
again (thro the grace of God) rhat coſt my 
loving Lord Jeſus fo dear, 2. I'1] deipite the 
love of creatures, never lay it in the ballance 
with Chriits: Whether they ſmile or frown 
F'11 be little afteed. For her's a love puts 
all love down. A love whocan comprehend, 
in Ic's matchleſs adventures and tranſcendent 
exccedings ? 3-My love ſhould be a conftant, 
careful fudy of ſome anſwerable returns of 
love again. 4. Ill never like my ſelf again 
Farther ek may be ſerviceable and ſuztable 
tothis lowing Lord that bled for me: 

My members ſhall all be ſervants of righte- 
ouſneſs unto Holineſs :my ſoul ſhall ever nag» 
nify theLord my thoughts ſhall be captivated 


.|. unto him. ] ſhall'know no Friends, nor E- 


memes but his. My prayers ſhall be to him. 
My Joy and my delight ſhall be in him- 
My faith ſhall firmly reſt in his righteouſneſs 
and ſatsfattiou- my patience ſhall be imployed 
cO 
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co bear his Croſs ; my heart ſhall tarid eycr 
open to his Calls, The zeal of his houſe 
ſhall car me vp. My lite 'thall be a tran- 
feript of his Lars, and my *death a defired 
dijluwon to be with him, In a word the 
Co venant 1 now renew with him, at his own 
holy tabie,l am milling ſhould be laid againit 
me tor Convieticn, Accuſation and huniiation 

-1n all mv d-partings from him. 

Bur knowing that without him I am 
nothing and can donuthing all mv expeefa- |} 
ton 15 from him : and amd$7 mv belt pur- | 
poſes, ſenjthl- of my {1n and weakneſs, I do 
with holy David fav, O Lord when wilt 
thou come unto me, that is, for my aſh(t- 
ance and heip ro make good my promiſes to 
God? Pſa. 101. 2. Let my ſongs of praiſe be 
all of him herc until | come where I thall 
be able ro ture them higher, than my /1n- 
ful imperfe&tions will now permit, 

49.Qu. Have I heavens permiſſion ? Yea have 
T the Maſters Invitation to be here ? 

Anſ. Any that are weary of the worlds 
Panity and laden with rhe ſenſe of 1in, ſook- 
7ng out for Health and cure, and come for 
a Phyſitzanſenitble of foul diſeaſes arid heart 
diſtempers, have Chritts own Call to come. 
Mat. 11. 28. 2. If thou dur not come for a 
World without his {nvicaimn, and that the 
belt encouragement of thy approach 1s his Calls 
of Grace,ſ{uch a /inner may draw near. Mar. 
| IO. 49. 3* 


 — 


| C 127 ] 
1D. 49. 3. Reconciled Friends are invited to 
come and cat. Song. 5.1. And weare Gods 
Friends no further than we keep his command- 
ments. Job.15. 14. 4. WW hat warm nwitation 
kave you givenChriſt for coming and blow- 
ing on your garden to prepare all tor him- 
felt.to make way for his:znv2ting you?Com- 
parc Song. 4 Ur. with ch. 5. 1. 5, Solemn 
humiliation and ſecret perſonal examination | 
muſt £o before our Lords allowance to eat 
and drink here I. Cor, 11, 

Do we come to zmploy Chriſt in the ex+ 
erciſe of his offices upon y our fouls, for grace 
and mercy to purge and pardon 2 come ye 
for favour and forgzvneſs* Do you come 
for power and virtue to k1ll your /uſts, 
and coole your cfedons to a vain world > 
to draw you, that you may run after him 2 
come vou for the things of the Kingdom of 
God, for Rrghteouſneſs, peace and Zoy, the 
choice entertainments of wiſtom's houte ? 
Do you com* with your Bills in your 
hand ? Black Bills of your own zndif7m-nt 
for the red lines of his Croſs ro blot out ? 
Bills of Grievances to be kcdrefled? Bills 
of Wants to be ſupplied,c{pecially Chutch- 
grievances and Soul Grievances ; Satar 
making havock of the one without, and 
daily inroads upon the other by prevail- 
ing Temptations, that makes you groan for 
Heavens Care, and better keeping of you 
than your own. R 


a A 
Woh s,.... 

Q. Faith being ſo neceſſaryFo right receiving! 
may they adventure-to come, who doubt nbether 
they have true Faith or no ? 

A. 1, I howe have not ſuch a fall per- 
ſwaſton as exempts us trom all dovb: it'5, 
yet 1f on a due examination i our Sei ». 
our Hearts accule us notof ++ nocriiie cd 
donble dealing with God, + may ven- 
ture to come; yea, when «0 ave found 
much drofs. ani can jules and abhbor our 


ſelves tor it in duſt and afves. and hete ke our 


je}ves humbly ard lincerely tothe blood of 
Chrijt tor Peace and Pardon, we arc allov- 
ed tr com, But If any come, rar ,Huners 
may not take chem ror ugbei-evers, and 
yet are unwitlns; believe indeed (and 
wholly give upthemlcives to be ruicd by 
Gods Laws, and ſaved by Chrilt s r:gitc- 
ouineſs ) had hetter rorbcar than mock God 
and drink Damnation to themſelves Hap- 
pv S52/,that can k: ep a lingle cye on Chriſt 
in coming hither, to partake of his Gract- 
ous Sprrit and Merit, himftelt, and ajl his 
bleſſed benefirs ;, ro get Grace and Strength 
ro oppoſe ſin, and ſerve God better, and to 
walk more worthy ofthe Chriſtian Vacation ; 
ſuch comers may come and have Chritt's 
Welcome. 


5o. In Prov. 31. 27. we read of eating the 
bread of Id!enzſs, And as our painfal Redzemer cat no iueh 
bread when he washiere travellingin che greatneſs of his |. 
ſtrength for us, ſo muſt we beware of turntag this t@- Þ+ 
eating of the Bread of [lenes, 1. e. ro be guilty of the. 3 
wanr of a diligent and ſrious examination of heart and. F 
Way;cre We come hither, and not walking worthy ag b 
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profeſſion and priviledg of our appearing here; 

Q. What ralk will beſt become our being here. 

At. A walk of tenderneſs rowards him, who was fo 


tender of us as to {ay down his Lite to fave ours, Ir 11] * 


becomes us t& yield to any thing diihonourable to him, 
that hath eſpouſed our bett intereſts at fo dear a rate, 
2 AW png of wn Communion and o—_ Fellow- 


Life of fol nd toda "1200 on * 4 _ fOINgp away and 
remembring [215 Love emoe than Tre. 

2. Alifc and wal of rout Ft neſs, :bounding 1 'in all 
the fruirs of the Spirit, where _ wero! b= filled with 
the Sptric,if not Here? it's great pity when we are gone 
har : thoul: | nor be ſeen vi Pere Ws c-have been. It's tfaid 
of the lean Kine, that when th y - ae earen up the fir 
Kine, it could not be known that they bad eaten them, they 
r-oe flll Pill fayoured, Gen. 42.2 T. I with there were 39 
fuch carers found among US £2415 g wr If we be cnt ed 
to a weft, : Lode Moe v. e hring forty Frutr unto God 

. & Life of Faith fulne% in rc ef; i:16g ti9. -Þo we fic 

where we hw [cen our Lord Bleeding a freſh for our 
Sins, and ſhall we ever plead for tin, or }:ften ro Satan 
any more 2 kave ] ſeen rhe [074 w. ing me in Þis 
own blood, and will T cver wal!ow again 1: the mire ? 
O! his never to be gies Agony > and his diſmal 
groans in the Garden | The y negar and Gall mv fin 
put to '15Head on the Cro'* / l he Buftctings and Spit- 
rings my fin laid on his fair Face / {he cruel Piercings 
of his blefled Sides, his Hands ard his Feer for my fins? 
Shall I cv-cr refufe r<{iſting unto Blood, ftriving againft 
Sin. Ferome tells of a Voman char repell: d all rempra- 
tions with this, I am a Chriſtian, ond B.: prijed, and ſhall 
w2 lit at his Lable, and lifr up the heel azainſt vim. And 
row go away reſolving to: os] your felves no. more IN 
the duſt of his dirty World , being once rolled un 
the precious Garments of.yorr Fc ler br other, 

e1.0.Jf thou wouldſl meer with Chr if?,what is rh buſmeſs 
with him 2 yas 

- Ae. I. I come topay the Fir of Thankfilnefs,and ro 
| Celebrare his praiſe i in this way of his zppointment 'for 

Chet 'sUnſpeakable loye ro my 1-{t Sonlthe Qrdinzrce 
T 2 5 . bejns 


- 
—R_— We 
_— 

— 


x 
_——— 
aan, 

— 


——— 
ww 1 


RYY . | 
being Euchariftical. 2, As Foſeph's Brethren cane to . 
Egvpt, ſo for Food am I come to eat and drink abun- 
dantly, Song. 3. 1. 3. I am counlelled of Chriſt to 
come for all his rich Supplies, Rev. 2.18, And fortheſe 
very endsam I come, for his tried Gold, His whice rat- 
menr,and his eye Salve, that T may be rich with his Gree 
ccs, ciloathed wich his Pigirenpſneſs, and enliginncd by 
his Fpirir ro know the things ir-ely given me of God, 
4. For what end comes the Cid 1 the Fathers Houſe, 
the Eungry torhe Bull, the Vort to ihe Rc: the Bride 
to che Brids2room, bur ro Marry a:4 mike Merry ? 
Wir comes the Prodigal nome, but ro Repent of his 
Folly. and ro live with his Father in better Faſhion ? 
And tiat chou mayſt leave thy ram'ling, and tke better 
of thy Fathers Houſe take a promiſe: tor ir, Yer. 3. 19, 
Thou thalr call me my Father, and ſnail not rurn away 
from m<©g 5. Wherefore comes the Diſcaſed to the Phy- 
fi:12n,} ur for health and Eaſe? 6. and vitrefore comes 
the opprefled SubjeR ro the King, but for Relictagainft 
his Enemies? I come for help ag2inft a hard heart, I 
come for Power againſta ſtrong Luft, a mighty Goliah, 
thatthreatens the Life of my Soul, 5. I am weary and 
heavy 12den with fin, and cherefore I come for reſt and 
Peace. My ſins are mv greateſt Burden, mv ignorance, 
floath and ſlowneſs, earthlyneſs and ]utkcewvarmnets ; the 
indweli:ng body of Dearth pains my Heart,and the guilr 
of Sin ſtings my Conſcience,and I come ſor purging and 
pacifying by Chriſt, 8, I come for mutual Communi- 
cation of Love-tokens to give and rake, T would have 
my Faith Confirmed, my Love more Fervent,my Hearr 
more Enlarged, more weaned from Farth, ard moreſet 
upon Heavenly Glory. I come to condolz with Z79n,and 
pur in for Songs of Deliverance, andfor reftoring of a 
decayed work of God among us, that the right Arm of 
the Lord may put on ſtrength, and encounter his Ene- 
mies on their high places, thar Chriſt may be great 1n 
theſe Nations, and the reproach of his People he may 
take awly, and proſper his Goſpel in Conquering fins 
ners, and converting the Ele. 
Q.T what Poſture or Condition muſt we come to Chriſt, 
A. x. In a praiſeful poſture muſt we come to meer 
our Redeemer, We begin the new Song here thar will | 
ED Moen re: never 
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never be efided in Heaven. 2.A5 SubjeRs to pay ourhoe 
mage to our Frivce, Pſal. 45. 11. He % the Lord and 
Worſhip bum. 3. As Servantsro receive their Maſters Or- 
dersand Commands, Pſal. 123. 2. Lard what wilt thou 
have me to do? 4. As Schollars ro their Maſters to be 
taughr, 5s, As Chilaren ro their Father for a bleſling. 
6. Az Begoars for an Alms ; po and needy, but think upon 
me. 7, As Patients ro a Phetitian for Health and Cure, 
Lize a MalefaQor-!iai hath pleaguey foresneeds a Phy- 
fiittan, a healicy Vinitger as well asa Pardon, 

52, ff the quettion 'x< asked, whatdoeſt rhou here? 
or how cameſt hou hither? 4, The Maſtercalleth,come, 
Q. But how bnoweft rho tat be calleth thee? At, Thave 
exam: ned my ſelf, and fuct arc allowed to coin. 2.My 
Heart gnfa=reth his Call, faying, F-hold I come w#to thee, 
Merton: {21 in my Hear thor 1 am the perſon called 
[9 come, i. megoonn fiens ] cam gather from me call, 
Whoſoever will, let bim com? and drink of the Fater of 
Life freely. Firſt, A great latitude in ic call ! whanforver ] 
and why may not I be one among ſo in4iy - Bur zly, 
{ whoſoever will] 1 find he hath made me cae of his 
Willing ones; my Heart 1s here, and I never went to eat 
and drink for my outward man more willingly, 2dly. I 
am called ro drink, and iruly 1 find my Soul a thirſt, 
and wants 1ts refreſhing here, qrily, It's +-arer of Life 
that 15 offered ;; and 1c's rhe fame my Soul comes for, 
chat I may have life, and have 1t raore a>undantly, And 

&thly, Tam called to rake 1t freely,znd fo do I take it as 

the ſweere(t zift of my dear Redeemer, without any plea of 

my own rzzhteouſneſs. Bur yer, tho call'd, letthy fcul 
fay, He that calls, mult carry me too, for no man can come, 
except the Father draw. O! be looking upjor Divine draws- 
7ng ; foriicarrs will fozat and draw back, i Cori draw 
not near, Our Saviour (aid to Peter, come Dur 1t he thar 
called him had nor bore 52m ap he had ſunk for all his catl. 

Learn to look to Chrif? for all, withour him we can do no» 

thins. Lav not the great {treſs on thy coming hither, bur 

on Chriſt's coming to thee 1n rhe Ordrnance ;; for 1r's our 

Lords own preſence, which 1 rhe mafter-wheel of all {pz- 

7:tual Motions, T will come ing thar made the Featt, Rev. 

2. 29. Fremember ( Fobn 11.22.) when Maithatold her 

" Sitter Mary tecrerly (the Mater 1s came) the afale yu 
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Iy and came unto him.” All our mward motions to-him; 
depend upon his coming firſt upro us 5and therefore [ct 
your heart be ſaying Come Lord Feſus, come quick- 
ly, until the day break and the (ſhadows flee away, 

We read of a deferred Chrittian after much {ad $01.1 
exerciſe, crywg ot, he 1s come, he 1s come, Q, How may 
we know heis come? A. 1. How did Eltzabeth know thar 
Mary brongine Chrift in her Womb when ſhe cane to 
ſee her? but by ſome inward unuſual emo: 1ons 3 
thy hg@zre will not be withour 1ts own tranſporting EX - 
tafies of love 'and wonder, ſaving (wich Elizb:tn) 
TV bence ts it that th? Lord of Gbry fh:ild come and 195k on 
m2; and wil! nt fail to l2ave inaperable t es upon thy Heart 
to entertam his ſeilywſhirgand attend his ſerce, 

s3.Concerning the Fews nearing of Fobn,our Saviour 
asked What went you oat for to ſee? and elſewhere to en- 
quiring Diſciples, com? and fe2, You have been hearing, 
but now come and fee, '] hart will 5e the ſenſe 1n Hea- 
ven thae will be moſt farsfied, when we ſhall fee him as 
he is: There a Glorified Chriſt, 2nd here a Cruciiecd 
one, Rere you may ice the true 7j.tc laid on rite blot, 
and the bloody knife ar hz rhroat. Heore 15 the Scap?-giat 
over whole Head Tj-ael confelled their tins, fone mo 11e 
Wilternchs, carrying our 1115 1179 a land of forgerti!]- 
n-{5,*I:re you {ce che Church of Cod vurchatled with 1:5 
oivn Blood, Here your ſacrificed {utticienr ſurery payin; 
vour dvr char you muſt have been paying to all Ererni- 
rv, and acverhave donepaying. Here 15 the moſt high 
Gol bovino 0.1 is back ra take our blows,our Hea- 
Yen g75.vi1z 0a7 of ht Heoll,our Healing by his Wound- 
Ing. Hr 1s the bnnwledg of fin ſhinng forch in Got's 
Holinefs 2nd hatred of ic, For all the rhrearnings of the 
Law and cx-cution of them on orhers coud never preach 
It for7it 45 ERCCuring of rhem on Chriſt hach done. And 
here nizy you te? re creaſure hid in the field. Lernone 
CONemA N15 tree D2caule brought in earthen Vel- 
ſels. Tins offers 1njary to Divine Fijdom and God 
n2)s, who condetcends to make” ſuch famiiar-repre- 
ſeara-t00s of ptr Redemotion , adapred tro our in- 
n:m!0Ls here oeart', wio cinnot conceive berrenly 
£11195 but 1n an @rthly inanner,and the meanwh is, char 
498 excellency may be of God,and not of man. Learn,OBelie- 

Ver, 
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ver, to glory in nothing but mm the C10ſs of Chril, whatever 
elſe we glory .1n, w:ll be our ſhame another day; and why 
ſhould ve 2lory in any thing ſo much, as in that where- 
by God hath his greateſt plory? Fobn 13.31. God's Glos 
ry and our happinels cenrer wn a Cractſied Chriſt, 

Q. What benejit bav we by the Croſs of Chriſt ? 

A. 1. W:nour it we mult have tufjered ail that he ſufe 
fered for us. 2. No mercyfor us bur ttiror v1 Chris mes 
rit . our ſurety Was dUAt WI OH MEFS Of SET 7EF jefitcegrhat 
we mii be Galt with on terms of 16." 2, Cnrift be- 
ing caſt 1450 the Farnuce of divine PFrath querciied the 
Ban'£, ds FIndas, 12s LY Pe, bets call i1niorite raging Sea, 
que the ſturm 3 P2 made bis Soul an Ofring for (inNo 
macter wit rhe deb be, it Chriſt be the furery, Tic 
Ocean candrown a Mountain as catily 25 + Yole-Hilz and 
yer preſume nor ro 412 Leceule of either mercy or n:trits 
who tur! 5 grice 1300 voi nels the ir CONC 4:10n 
wes ord red of of i. Vitro Crigor be « plainer 102! K of 
a repro ict that au ng te riches of G2d's Grace arid 
G -Icne1}, Fade 4. 4. He brings us dick ro Gud again, 
After wehad beenciit outand pur away,he hath broughr 
us into favour with God again. 4s allwe have from God 
ſtreams througii his Blood, jo all we give ro God 
aicends by vertue of b1s Merir, «. Ir cructfies the Worid 
tou ad Jays all it gory in the uit. If T had nor chis 
to mortally my heart, | had Gcen asfond of carthly ſha- 
dows as ever deceived finncr was, 

54. The command of God Jaid on us,leaves us nor at 
liberty whar to dom tis matter 3 for 1& hath ſaid, eat, 
ani] he hatin fat, drink, VEa .drinb abundantly, O belovea! 
What, the very 5:94 of God. David refuted rodrink the 
water tht; was purchaled wih the jeopirdy of rhe lives 
of three mortals;lur God hath made it our duty ro drinh 
the precious Bland of Chrift as an unſpeakable priveledp, 
and the moſt wonderful ex pretiion of Divine Love, 

What (hi! we fav to this gtfi of Chiiil? O wander of 
wond2rs in beiowing of hain on us. 

I, Contidering he hat n-Hing Deeter, nay, nothing 
near fo good, his price 15 above rules, and nothing ny 
be compared ro lum, 2.God gaveCreatures roMan be fore, 
buthere ne gives God,even mans Creator to hum. ge Ven 


he gave Creatures 180 Adam's invnd ar ficithe gave thers 
15 ['D 
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to a holy and raghteous man . _h Chriſt is given to depray- 
ed finful man, 4. To glorify God's grace yet moye, he takes 
occaſion from ſo great an evil as fin to manifeſt ſuch cx- 
ceedings of Love. &. And all this moving from himſelf 
aad not anorher, 6.1f Angels and Men- ſhould baſy their 
thoughts to eternity, they could nor 1magin ary thing 
greater,nor halt ſo grear as this love, that hath z/97y and 
Communion in a Heavenly Paradi\e with God himj-lf for 
ſinners, and all by the Dexth and Sufferings of Chi ijt his 
Fathers Darling. Hence ſee what a liar Satan was thi 
inſinuated God to be an enemy to mans happineſs, 45 if 
he envied the gord fruit forbidden; and vet hath the vn orld 
{cen how dear he was willing ro recover man our of his 
loſt condition,even ar rhe amazing <xpence of rhe 5514 
of hzs beloved $59, O'he thooting the arrows of God in- 
to his Son, rather than into the R-he, 1s the hiphictt 
point his Compaftion could mount ww,Couſd we but nd 
you away with more haired of fin,and more loye to \ cir 
Saviour, the work were done, and the cn of this Or:ti- 
Bance obtained: But behold anorher wonder farts ip 
when we ipeak of Love, What wonder thar God ſhovid 
high'y and dearly court our Love ? 1, Confidering it's © 
1mperfes, not as theſe burning Scraphimns, or perfected 
Sainrs above. 2. So polluted 1s our {ove, he might nave 
diſdained and refuicd ro be 1mbracesd, by ſuch atlc&ions 
as have dcfiledthenſeives fo much wii ! aſe {dols and 
ſinful Vanities. 3. He commandu<rh my love, and makes 
Ir my preareit dury, and become ny grearctt tin when 
God is {ltghtc!, ;.He fo Amiabl-, wid we fo Uply.g.that 
he thould berhe firtt and molt excncft fairer for if, 
55. Q. Wn nave a right ttnis Ordnance ? 
A. 1, Holy wings arc nocdogs apd-lwine thar wailogw 
1 themire of finand luti, 2, None bur f-1f- ſearching i.nd 
felj-jadormm? {inners, 1 Cor. 11.28.21, 3. None bur wet- 
ry aud laden finners that are willing to pare with their 
d-arclt galilihs. 4, None but they Who are wiling to 
rake Chriſts yoke on their neck and iincerely coverant and 
relipn themicives to Chriſt for a leader avd command- 
cr. 5. None but they who defire Chrift and. Salvation a- 
bove all the World : that can {cl all to purchate the 
'-:4r1 of Prics. Having cleared your right,confider your 
work aud bulincis when about it, viz. Remembring of 
Cnrijt 
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Chrift in his death and ELIF very n$gru&ive there= 
into compare the memorial of our High trieſt for us, 
Ex04.28.with our Memorzal of him here in this Ordinance, 
Go to particulars thus: v.9. The Names of Iſrael were to 
be engrayen, and have a deep impreſſion with Chiift 5 and 
that on ſiones,to woke it more legible, and leſs ſubje$} to 0b- 
literating. And all for a Memorial, v. 12. And every one 
with his Name.v.21.TP::t there may be no ſuſpicion of has fare 
getting any one of hz prorChilarcn, Aud all their Names muſt 
he bear on his heart, that it may rat be a faint and formal 
remembrance. But whe: ſhall chis memorzal of Tjrael be ? 
but when the High Pricti goes in before the Lord; then 
ſhall chey be on its carr, ar h1s moſt ſolemn appezring 
at the right hand of Majeftv on high. Lafily, to conſu- 
mate and pertorm our bleſſedreſs in this Memorzal, 1ts a 
perpetual memorial, continually. even to make 7zaterceſ- 
ſion for ever, V. 32. No length of time nor emergent of 
Providerce can pcfiibly wear our, or cut oft this happy 
memorial of us by Cirrift, Now putihins what anſwera- 
ble returns you are to make 1n 2a hvumble,tearty and con- 
fiance remembrance of him, who rems mbred us 11+ our 
low eſtate here,and leaves not off remembrirg us in his 
exalted cfiore above, F his memortal,is a memorial of levee 
joh-3.25, ihe Father loverh the Son, and bath gaven all 
b 
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trereof, ard will anto trzeend, 2 {in 1.12. 6. £AEUEY if joul 
ard well ot [4 but what mn as intruted into his pands, fokn 
3.13, 6.,Having truvied 111 with y our Souls,cantor vou 
trult him wit bod es and bil:nefs tg ? Now Ter a Song of 
raiſe conclude this ſacred uid 73m, as our blefſed Sar tour 
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130 1 
my Soul, and all within mz _ awake, to utter a Soug 
to the Saviour of ſinners. 
$6. Lerno Chriſtian think that Converſion and a new 
Nate in Chriſt is enough for your veing here ; or thar one 
examination may ſerve for all, Indz ed many Cc ome thort 
of this, hurt as ofcen as you eat,the duty of examining muſt 
be repeated, asthe word enjoyns, Let & man eXumin him 
ſelf, and; 0 et him eat; : fo thar eating ar any nme witiour 
It beo>mes our fin and rranfgre: rh tins Scr? 'pture Can, 
Beſides, a vefle! of Honour, 1n reſp: &t of irs torm and ta. 
ſhion, may b< fr for uicy bur tn bp aard of oulacts con- 
tracted, mry not be 1mmediarly ft; tor tome node ſer- 
vicetiil a new {curing 7. Q. But 2y ſuc prevar atz)n and 
extmattzin before celebr.rmn and Vartic pation? AnThe 
greatn2is of che Sojeinmcy calls for tics the Table of a 
great K.and che greateſt Feſtival tne Gy pl knows, Le 
none preſume to come to {9 koſy a Table with ener com- 
mon habits. And cterecfore thitto may be fſcen that we 
mabe ſr? account of the Maſter of the Fea't, and of rhe 
food fer before us,let as be careful ro prace rhis Table with 
a w2d4tinz-garment, 2. Without confcientions Proparat- 
on there 15 ſeldom life in Celebration, nov 2004 fruis 1n- 
the Conver/ation afrer. 3, Non? are catted 15 com? without 
this qrzh fication, 1 Cor, 11.28. andif we cone withour 
Cirrift? - Cail, we may go virhour his bl-{ftng ; fo that much 
of the b2n2j1t and £1 nfort Of Communicating may depend 
Upon 4 dac preparation fur ir, f35.11,13,14,15, Ezra 6. 
21, 22. 4, The danger! 15 great 19 COMe unprepared,and 
raſh rudely unro the Fable of rhe L7 "d,] 112 TECELVES NWI = 
thilycher cones unpropares tiir wil be a bitcer break-faſt 
to eat and diinb 0:44 own damnation b being guilty of the 
Bid, ant Blond ef hriſe, Mart. 22, 12,13. $.The Lord Fe- 
firs #iatn'a very jealous eye npon us @t that ation a; d 
therefore we had need -2p a ſtrict waich and jeajous eye 
uvpo1 our felyzz;he comes down now to fee nw the > 
fiourifheth;how the Spikenard'f n terh forth 1's ſmell,apd 
wiztier rhzre be any withour his Wedding-garment a= 
man? u*. He 1s cone to (ce his GueSts,and it there be but 
one 1n 115 rags, he finds him our, and jadgerh him for 
coming  unworthily. 6 None can he (© fir to hclp others 
in preparing; wh as they who are ſanttifed and prepared 
themſelves firſt, $anF;fy your ſelves, and prepare your oy. 
ten 


337 1 

thyen, go together, in Joſiah's rafjoner, 2 Chro.3s, 6. And 
the Lab jor the Paſjover Wes tC be taken out of the Flock 
three dzys before It wasto te ſacrij! cc, that tothe Peo- 
ple might be preparing themtelves inthat tme,EX,1243.6, 

57 Q oy t muſt we eXanmne cur ſe! ues In jor a right 
receinzrg 0j the Lord's Sujer, £1. We mn uit cx:mme cur 
Inowlodg of Spiritual thu. pS3 1 Femcly, 1 A the 
T.ords J0dy,1.e, the worth ar qd prceicuſre {> of thar Sacrt- 
fice,vailed over.and Japped up in the Elements of Freed 
and Kine. And our kn:wiedg wm cooler points muſi be tried 
1.Whe:f.cr it be appropriating,z.e. {eehing «7 777erefi an the 
things known, \oÞ.15 27. 2.15 efpretiating, 111). 2 * as well 
as afprot ng,Roi Ne: 18. 3.IfproGical, 1. jor gi)! in order 
19 and perfected by pratitce "©. 116-24. 2. VE 6.uft x4» 
mine cur {ns hich | is the principal point of cur c&.mi- 
nation in ih.s buſincls, 1 Cor, 11.20. conp. with 31.vwhere 
we arc bid to judg cir ſel es ji 7 OY (11s: Eſpccially find 
cut what be your predomina it fin{and whaker you be 
freed from f:ns deninion, 3, We mrutteoxanine cur fpl- 
ritual ſtate, whither we be in Chr ii; fer cr.ly in hin) 1s 
God v-<ll pleaſed with us. 1,Ail in Chriſt th rovgh iNlu- 


minra:1ng grece have got a ſight of nt loathion:nefs and 
danger. 2, To prize Chrifl a_OFE 7 2;! rhe worlds drofs, 
Phil.3.8. 2.They has e his {pirit tO <ljin them. 4, They 
re nev Cr carures, ;.fuch iraw 1% from Chr ſt ;their 
lifc is nid with him, and tor Fc op: * _ cn his ap- 
pearivg, (0!,: 3, 3. 4. We wilt cx7nire our Graces, I, If 
they be true, , 2 a DOt COunter! T9 ft Ton; : for this Feaſt 
oh uſt not he \& Ft th; th e-iCAVER Or H\ Poccrife,! OUT 7 1th 
re vnleavenc d bread of {ncerity a > truth, 2. Whether 
Grice ve firong , and God's vi 6rk ard Vine-yard in 1 
fourifiiiag and thrivicg condiiion.s, We mull examine 
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our Gurtcs and Performances 25 10 their Conftancy,Fer- 


vency, Communicn. &. &n | our Ccnverlation, how re- 

euler, unifo rm and heaven'y. 
Q. What Di ections inay be given for promoting this great 
work. if ſc lf-exam nat 70 ? .Z9,1, Lernorthe ſearch be 
{l ih; © and _— cla!, Lot dilige nt firict and accurat 345 
ve ſecrch for Er: t& er us ſearch for Sinwithſach 
a Cre fa nfo: len o 64+ &. a5 s the 122hteous Fudg will 
fearch Jernfalm with Candles, {o let us, Zeph.t.12.And 
as David did, Pſ,57.6, 2. Take yc Zur hears 12 one _ 
all 
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/ md your Bible in the other, making God's Word the 
/ Teſt by which all js tried: judg,rcj<& or approve,as the 
Word does. 3. Be not ſoon farisfied in the ſearch ; and 
give not over for what you find at firſt; for the heart js a 
great deep, but turn 1n again and ſee yet greater abomj- 
naitons than theſe, Zzek, 8, 4. Call in help from Hea- 
ven for ſo great anddificult a work, Pf. 139-23, Herefts 
not on the fingle teſtimony of his own Conſience,in v, 
22, wirhourGod's help he teeks not in this matter. s,In- 
ure thy ſelf to a greater frequency of the werkz cuftome 
would make it mg-e eaſy,and bring 175 to bettey 5shill about xt 
Be very thankful for any diſcoveries God graciouſly 
makes ro you 11 time, of your ſefves, For whatif God 
had hid onr own hearts from us vrir7l he had revealed us 
to all rhe world, In 1 Cor, £1. 34.25, we have the Con- 
yerrt falling down and worſhipping God out of thank- 
Fulneſs, that rhe Secrets of his heart were made manifeſt, 
Self-ſearching mzgit prevent dreadful diſcoveries yhich 
God 15 pat to make of us by falling inro ſome iovu] and 
ſcandalous ſins, becauſe we were backward to know our 
jetves better in the uſe of Gods appornted means,2Cihir,32.31, 
7. Ler Memory be a&ivein the ſearch,and be calling 
to mind old recknninzs, V 
$. Let examination be in order to execution 5 Reft nt 
in the diſcovery, but ler ſeching to find out Grace and Cor - 
ruptzon,>e 1n order to tlie cheriſhing the one and deſtroy - 
ing of the other, If we examine, ler us alſo judge,pats 
fentence and execute upoa the hidden vp Idols of a baſe 
hearr, The Voice ſaid to Peter, Ariſe, Ill and eat. Tru- 
Iy we mu!t not eat here, unl-fs we ariſc irom our hum. 
blings and ſearchinge, and k1ll Euits andnor ſpare, 
Q. Put upm examination how may we be helped to make 
a Yizht Fudgment of our ſctues? 
An. 1, Conſult ſeriouſly with Conſcirnce, and Ter it 
have liberty ro ſpeak 77s own Language; for what man 
In2ws the things of a man, ſave the (prrit of a man which 
# m him? i Cor.2,11, 2, Obſcrve well whar Verdi 
the Word gives of thy condition, ond difcoy: ry tt makes 
in its moſt powerful ourgoings, and moſt ſpiritual dit- 
penfiags ; and ler that be well remenivrcd, and made 
much ufe of under, after darknefs, deſercions and Ten» 
piations, We muſt not look that the beams of —_ 
, 1ght 
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Light will always witi the ſame luſtre and brightneſs 
ſhine. 3. Try not thy felf ſo touch by ſome cxtraordina« 
ry motions and good mcod after, or at a powerful Ordpe 


nance, as by the more contunt bent of the keart.and con.-{- 
tinu ed courſe of life, 4.Try thy felt more by Cloſet-commus« j 
non than by publick duties * for what one 1< zn ſecret that: | 
he is irdeed, «<. Take the help of ia1thtul Minifiers aud! 


zudicious Chriftiars about thy conciticn, when irs tor 
| hard for thy ſelf. 6. Lean much upen, and leave more 
than many do to the diſcovering Spirit of Jeſus inthe 
uſe of all means, vhoſe properly ir is to mabe knoarn the 
hidden things of Goa, and ot our hearts too- 

&8. If there be any Soul ſeeking Chriſt 1 rhis and 
other of his oxn Ordinances,and yer meets not with(bur 
complains with the Spouſe of feebing_) her Beloyed, but 
found ham not, Song 3. let ſuch know there be more pro- 
fe flors in a worſe than better cendition, For 1.She was {en« 
fible of Chrifts abſence, and-knew her own condition, not as 
they Fer.2. 6.8. 2. She complain'd of it as her prefene 
miſery, that ſhe went withour enjozment. 2. Uncer this 
deſertion Love and Defire were attive. 4. She called not 
her Intercſt into quei*1ong'or he 3s ver beloved (Fills. She 
feebs $ill, and canrgr be ar uier nl) ſhe find her Belo» 
ved, and iuch a fceher connot be Hyg a finding, 

Now the marhs of a foina Beloved in inch an Ordie 
'nance, are cic:r in the Churches Fraciice and Carrizpes 
T, A care to beep him, v. q, I would it fer him go ; and 
that ke mayabide, file fſhews her prblrck Sparat in bring< 
ang him to her mothers henje, and ftratily charges, that rg 
provocation may be given i'm tobe gone, vg Thetit he dee 
part it may be an a& of meer Soveratgnty. Now nothing 


will more readily ſtir vp Chrift to be gone than vnroly {| 
paſſtions,ſo contrary to a mz Lord 7ejus, Wargo,2. Un} 
mortified affteQions,and unwotcned hears, when the ſoul } 


grows f{ecure ard careletz of fvch 2 Gueſt, 2, A fear to | | 


loſe Chritt accompanies the er j>yment of hun, v.8, 
And if you find your beloved here. go away with a 

holy fear in vour hearts;Jeſt you ſhould nor render again 

according to the benefit bcfiowed upon you. Let not thee 

Name be written on ?be {and,that hath wrote yours an'hts 

heart.They may go away with much joy in their hearts thrs 

@zy that haye made a good aud ſure bargain with Chrifs 
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or their Souls, Bat you may - of this ſpiritual meat, an} 
drink of this ſpiritual drink, as the Tſractits did of the 
Roch that followed them, which was Chrit, and yet God 
wy nt be pleaſed with you, 1Cor., 10. 4.5-eſpecially if af- 
er this cating and drin! King 1 chere he found with us a care- 
I: heart, a carnal mind, and a fruitleſs bfe, And whoever 
be the poor man of whom Chritthach iard, Fo this poor man 
will T lor; No! w 1f you have 29 this bind and gractin:s log, 
go home An  rejoice,and rett 1n his Jove3bur Vet rCjO! by 
with trembl;ns when you confiver v94r fin a9 ! hath thac 
may provoke c him to be gone ; and yer «hen you are 
molt :#rai1evenof ſinful ſelf ant a decor beart, truſt 1' 
him art all :imes.logÞ unto bimgand 52 (ie + from your fear 7, 
P\.55.3 Mhat time I am afraid I w l rrat in tone? What 
Sweer Experiences do many rreature np. and tercl from 
Gods ſpeaking at a Sermon, an {+2077 00 Soo ments? But 
letus by alt meas Heware of going from 52 bad of ſprinke 
ling at a Sacr ament vithour 15 Yeing wor nhled on 047 Cons 
ſciences, leſt it lead bach to r92 blackn-ſcrf oz (noſe, and 
brins us t1 the King of Terrnvs. And ft 192 Kin.*; fitting with 
thee at his Cabl- fuurh made Gr ce {ively, ro thy confort, 
ſay of Gracer ativty as the 1coDle ſaid of Frnathan, He 
ſhall nit die.for he hath wrought with Gd ths day, 1 Sam, 
I4., 45s 
$5, 2 Sam.9.3. David enquires if there be any yer of 
the houſe of Saul. that he mv ;hew him the bindneſs of God, 
7.e.by an Hevraiſm, 2rcat hindneſs, or free hinaneſs, as God 
ſhews ro us who little deſ-rve it, as Sa! defery 'ed liccle 
kindnefs at the hands of Da:7z7. Bur however, by our it + 
ting and feafing here, we have had the kindneſs of the 
Lord ſhewed unto us,that h4:h provided {6 comfortable 
a repaſt for poor Pilgrims in our Wilderneto-condition. 
It's a Feaſt of Love and Kinanſ; to us, and he may reaton- 
ably expe&tLove again, Love will bur pleaſe him and eaſe 
us. For as Faith makes all things poſſible, ſoL.ove makes ail 
eaſy,r Joh. 3.3-NowLove hath its own peculiar our-goings 
for God, ſaying, War ſhall I do for him that bath done 11 
much for me ? And love will readily anſwer 1ts own que- 
ſtion, 1.T will do more for him than others,he having done 
more for methan for many. 2, 1 will do more for him 
'than for all my deareſt friends,and neareſt Relations. Q 
- Eat 1 IT WEIE ſon yery deed with us all. 3.I will do 90% 
| hi ; 
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ching againſt him to the beſt of my knowledge, whates- 
ver 1t coſt me, 4. will (nav 1 can) do nothing wichout: 


him. «.1will co all for him and eye-hisglory.And when *: 


by his help I have dene what I can, it deſerves not to be 
named the ſame day with his doings for me,and is infi- 


* Nitely ſhort of whar he deſerves,and 1 owe,and therefore 


I ſee I muſt die in his debt, bur will be fi1ll dcng as] can 
«ad mend what hath been amiſs, by learning to love more, 
:nd then I cannot bur do- better; for Jove is the fulfilling 
of the whole Law, &rd Love's inquiries will be, 1,Whither 
# he gone that I may ſeek him? 5: How ſhall I ſcek him that 
T may fird him? O that | knew where I might find him/that 
T might c-me even tob3s Seat, Job-23.2, 3Z-And when Thate 
him how (all Theep him? «, 4rd what ſhall T do to pleaſe 
him? «And that which puts Love moſt to 1t,is,how fhall I 
ſuffctently praiſe him, Pt.1c6. 2,And row let love lean on 
Chriſts botom: at this Suzppes,:nd rhink the Maſter fay- 
ing to thee as Ahuſuerus to Eſther at his Feaſt, hat is 
thy ſuit,aad what wouldſt thou have done? What Human ta 
hang2whar Juſt to ſubdue*whar grace ta be ſtrengthned? 
Bur moit may fay of ſuch things a:Datzd of Saul's Armor, 
T have nt been accuficmed to them. 

6o. P(.4-4, Commune with your own heart Heart-come 
muning being ſo nece{/ary an exerciſe forChriſtians at all 
times,and ſo ſuitable to this Ordinance,that requires the 
7nd; ſperſable duty of ſelf- examination to hit us for it,” 

. What (hould we chiefly cemmure abcut -w3th our own 
heart ? 1.Abourt fin ard a ſinful corrupt ſtare,that ſhews 
it felf in an wrgodly hife.;abcut ſecret ſinspredemrant (ms, 
v. hat powerſul (way they bear 1n the fu}, or what re-= 
pcntivgs are kindled within you, what relenrings or re- 

newings, and how preferable Grace 15 to Nature,” Luk, 
18.17, and how mnch better God would he to you rhan 
all your, Idoſs ard frful or worldly pleaſures, Hoſe 2.7, 
Commune with your heart ahour unruly paſlions Soul- 
diſtrafions and conſuficns, diſorderly unmortzfied affe- 
Qions. 2.Abour temptaticns,v hat ref Narceycuare helps 
ed to make, what vidory 1s obrain'd, how yeu firive as 
gainſt ſin,and proſper in the ſprrirual warfare. 3, What 
welceme you have yer given Chyiſt ir his moſt gracious 
offers, whar cloſure with Chriſt asLord and Savzour,Plo16s 
2, and hoy the heart ſtands afteed to him;or fiands off 
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| MA Sooehra Tit him; whether thy 
Math opendco bim,making a free and full ſurrender 
Frhc Lord of Glory whoſe right it 15 to rule;zand if thou 
Halt yer granted the great requeſt of God, My Son, give 
” methy heart,Jer.3.22.4.Be communing with thy heart about 
® Its bearing uþ in God's ſervice,and wiat part it acts 1n reli. 
= gm dutics,for fear it ſhould draw back unto perdition: & 
be ofcen looking up for further renewings and freſh afſi- 
flances,to continue b2leving to the ſaving of the S6ul,5 And 
abour the returns that are made,or (h1uld be made for re- 
markable mrcies,2Chr.32.25.5.As thy heart, what pre- 
paratians are yet made for-D?ath and Fudgment by mortify- 
ing the mind, and clearing © vidences, an unmortfied mind 
and an unecled conſcience, bein? the chicf things that 
makes us ſo unwilling to die,bethinkins wittr thy ſelf of- 
ten about finiſhing thy work, ind what is vcr robe done, tf 
thou beeſt nor undone for ever. 4sk thy carr, what deep 
ſenſe thou haſt of another world,and what careful preparati- 
ons there be tn 22t thither, This work of heart-communing 
Chriſtians find 1ard,partly becauſe fo little inured to ir, 
partly becau(e ir'sſo ſpiricual and we ſo carnal, and be- 
-&z*#ff of the ſhopery inconftant remper of our Spirirs;for 
whar Son of f:iien Adam ever ferved God one half hour 
withour diftra&tion ? Bur let 1ts neceflity and profit ſtir 
as ap'ro atrend it more ; for how can we know our hear ts 
without communing with therand ſelf-ignorance becomes 
the cauſe of moit fins, and ſelf-acquainrance is made a 
grear part of the wiſdom of the juſt, Prov. r4.8.and ſpi- 
Firual profiting 1s ſaid ro come by this, 1Tim.4.15. and 
. here it thrives, no doubt becomes more pleaſant rhan 
was choughr of, being one of theGalleries where theKing 
is held, Song 7. 5. And4 how ficange a thing that men 
commune (© little with their own hearts,being OH near 
to onr (elves, and having ſo many opportunines for ir, 
" that we ſhonld be {o much without, and ſo little within, 
* When our great bnſine(s lies with our own hearts ! 
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